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Ex-A.P.CM
Bhaskara Rao,
who revolted
against NTR,
passes away

Ravi Reddy

Nadendla Bhaskara Rao,
90, former Chief Minister
of undivided Andhra Pra-
desh, whose turbulent 31-
day tenure in 1984 left a
lasting imprint on Indian
politics, passed away on
Wednesday.

Though his tenure was
the shortest in the State’s
history, he remains a cen-
tral figure in Andhra Pra-
desh’s political narrative
for engineering the dra-
matic intra-party revolt
that briefly unseated actor-
turned-politician N.T. Ra-
ma Rao (NTR), then away
in the U.S. for treatment.

Anti-defection law

The episode in August
1984, widely described as
the first coup-style takeov-
er in the erstwhile State
since its formation in 1956,
triggered protests, resh-
aped Centre-State rela-
tions, and ultimately led to
a landmark constitutional
reform.

The crisis helped pave
the way for the 52nd Con-
stitutional Amendment in
1985, introducing the anti-
defection law to curb de-
fections of the kind that en-
abled Bhaskara Rao’s brief
ascent to power.
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23A. Ex-A.P. CM Bhaskara Rao, who revolted against NTR, passes
away

qd 3Ter Yoo AEIHA AR 1E, fAwgial NTR & f@rare fage R ar, &t
e

e Nadendla Bhaskara Rao, 90, former Chief
Minister of undivided Andhra Pradesh,
whose turbulent 31-day tenure in 1984 left
lasting imprint on Indian politics, passed
away on Wednesday.

AESAT HIRDR 304, 90 T, HfauTfoTd 3ifef
TSR & d T, foraT 1984 &1 3Ua-
gy 1 31 fet &1 erdera YRl o T
IR TTeR1 JHTE BIS T, BT JYAR BI AL 81
Al

e Though his tenure was the shortest in the
State’s history, he remains a central figure in
Andhra Pradesh’s political narrative for

engineering the dramatic intra-party revolt that briefly unseated actor- turned-
politician N.T. Rama Rao (NTR), then away in the U.S. for treatment.

gTelifeh 3oTahT HRISTS o & SfagTd 7 a8 oter a1, R it 3 3¢ weer i Taeifas
FETAT 7 T FEIT TTad 91 g F1P 3egiel 39 ATeehiT R Iret fAgig i Astar
18 Y e 31THTar & a1 9 N.T. TARTE (NTR) T 3R €9 T T F ger fear ar,
S 30 THYT Sollol & TolT ARSI H |

Anti-defection law
aol-geel faeft HregeT

e The episode in August 1984, widely described as the first coup-style takeover
in the erstwhile State since its formation in 1956, triggered protests, reshaped Centre-
State relations, and ultimately led to a landmark constitutional reform.

39T 1984 &Y Tg TeaT, [l 1956 H TS & ST & §1¢ Tgell dE&dTIde stdl Far
qfa@ds 1 geT hgr 7T, A AT Y2t Sl ST A 82T, hg-Tog Faut &Y d¢ar 3R 37da:

TR AR Fefee GUR Y 3R o S|

e The crisis helped pave the way for the 52nd Constitutional Amendment in 1985, introducing
the anti-defection law to curb defections of the kind that enabled Bhaskara Rao’s brief
ascent to power.

SH Hhe o 1985 o 528 WiAerTeT weiers o1 AT gered fohan, forae gor-ager Rt weget orar
T ATfeh 3oT ThR o Gol-Gof I ARl SIT Toh ToTeT HTEHT AT o TleTod T H 3T l THT
ST 2T
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Em:iate Hanuman

How we approach our problems defines us. Our elders are
wont to say, “Unburden yourself at the feet of Rama and
do your duty like Hanuman.” Like Hanuman, one should
gain mastery over the senses and remain steadfast, said
Damal S Ramakrishnan.

The singular feature of Hanuman is his unwavering de-
votion to Rama, from the very moment he sees him, walk-
ing in the Rishyamukha hills, accompanied by Lakshma-
na. In his Ramayana, Kamban says that even the ferocious
tigers looked upon them tenderly, as they would look at
their own cubs. The poet says peacocks and birds flew ov-
er in order to shield their heads from the sun’s rays, while
the earth softened and cooled the stones as their feet
touched them. Greatly affected by their upright bearing,
Hanuman asks, ‘Are they Dharma himself? Are these gods
in fact, who wipe off their sorrows and offer them salva-
tion after burning away the fruits of their sins? There is an
endless surge of affection surging through me now, he
said before approaching them and addressing them with
chaste words, offering to take them to Sugriva who could
aid them in their search for Rama’s abducted wife, Sita.
Valmiki, in his Ramayana, says Rama was very impressed
with Hanuman’s skillful oration and conduct. Rama tells
Lakshmana, ‘How could the affairs of a king prosper if he
had not an envoy like this to promote them? He who em-
ploys in is mission men that are endowed with such admir-
able qualities will gain all objectives.

Hanuman, whose heart is filled with Rama (bhakti)
soon adds one more armament to his arsenal of devotion:
the Rama nama.

23A. Emulate Hanuman
GeTATe T eTRTOT

e How we approach our problems
defines us.

&H 3 gHEAH Fr FY eEd ¥ g s
g Far §1

e Our elders are wont to say,
“Unburden yourself at the feet of Rama and
do your duty like Hanuman.”

FHAR 131 el &, “3l HR T IH & TON &
TG 3R 37T Seied FoTATe hT e foTem3iT|”

e Like Hanuman, one should gain
mastery over the senses and remain
steadfast, said Damal S Ramakrishnan.

FATT T g, STkl ol Sherat oX faz=ror
STC AT AIRT AR g¢ T@=1T <MMe T, TAT SHeT
TH THFSUTS o gl

e The singular feature of Hanuman is
his unwavering devotion to Rama, from the
very moment he sees him, walking in the
Rishyamukha hills, accompanied by
Lakshmana.

FIAT T [AAY TglTed SaTeht A & i 3ree

T &, ST 3 4707 A Y& BIeh § ST & 376 R YAl A FRHT F HY Tl T ST B

In his Ramayana, Kamban says that even the ferocious tigers looked upon them tenderly, as

they would look at their own cubs.

379 ATV H FHaeT gl & 19 HATeTeh a16 3 3¢ 391 el hT oNE Tigqdsh aud U

The poet says peacocks and birds flew over in order to shield their heads from the sun’s rays,
while the earth softened and cooled the stones as their feet touched them.

Fa Fgd § 6 AR 3R aaft §F Hr Frot & 3raer AR 1 a9 & fow 33 1w, e gedt 33

IO F TI § A AR 52 g 7S

Greatly affected by their upright bearing, Hanuman asks, ‘Are they Dharma himself? Are
these gods in fact, who wipe off their sorrows and offer them salvation after burning away the

fruits of their sins?

3eleh e 3TEROT & AT YeMITac 8o §TATT IO ¢, ‘FI1d T8 4 82 FAT A aar g, it
3eToh q@l i TACTERT SaTeh TTUT & Hel Tl STellehl 3¢ HIET & 82

There is an endless surge of affection surging through me now,” he said before approaching
them and addressing them with chaste words, offering to take them to Sugriva who could aid
them in their search for Rama’s abducted wife, Sita.

“31 A HIAT G Y Teh 37eAcl URT 56 QT 8,” 3611 e, 3R T 3eTeh I STTehs eer ereel &
STt T AT 3¢ Galta & I o Sled hT AR T, ST 3¢ TH T Iqg e Teed! HAT T Tt &

HERIAT X Tehdd A

Valmiki, in his Ramayana, says Rama was very impressed with Hanuman'’s skillful oration

and conduct.

Mﬁ;mﬁwﬁaﬁﬁ%%msﬂﬂmﬁgﬁmmaﬁrmﬁmwﬁagm

Rama tells Lakshmana, ‘How could the affairs of a king prosper if he had not an envoy like

this to promote them?

TH FEAIT  Fd 8, AT R T & I 07 g o &, A 36 8 Thed g Tl £2
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e He who employs in his mission men that are endowed with such admirable qualities will gain
all objectives.’

SiY SITF 3791 R H TH ATS IO ATel w1t T oA Gered T &, T6 30T T Segeat &l gred
FXdTgl’

e Hanuman, whose heart is filled with Rama (bhakti) soon adds one more armament to his
arsenal of devotion: the Rama nama.

&I, TSIeTehT o T (1TFel) & 37§31 &, STog &1 37dsit 1ol o FARTR # T 3R 5fIaR
SIsd & A AT |

Ramayana
e The composition of the Ramayana is generally dated between 500 BCE to 100 BCE, though
oral traditions are older.
e It narrates the life of Rama, the prince of Ayodhya, and his ideals of dharma
(righteousness), duty, and kingship.

Structure and Content of the Ramayana
e The Valmiki Ramayana consists of 7 Kandas (books) and approximately 24,000 verses.
e The major Kandas include Bala Kanda, Ayodhya Kanda, Aranya Kanda, Kishkindha Kanda,
Sundara Kanda, Yuddha Kanda, and Uttara Kanda.

e Key narrative elements:
o Exile of Rama for 14 years.
o Abduction of Sita by Ravana.
o Alliance with Hanuman and the Vanara army.
o War in Lanka and eventual victory of dharma over adharma.

Historical and Cultural Significance
¢ The Ramayana reflects early Indian social structure, polity, ethics, and cultural values.
e It emphasizes ideal kingship (Rama Rajya), family values, and moral conduct.
o ltinfluenced art, literature, temple architecture, and performing arts across India and
Southeast Asia.
o Versions of the Ramayana exist in Indonesia, Thailand, Cambodia, and Laos, showing its
global cultural diffusion.

Kamban and Kamba Ramayanam
e Kamban was a 12th century CE Tamil poet from Tamil Nadu.
e He composed the Kamba Ramayanam, a Tamil adaptation of the Ramayana.
e His work is considered one of the greatest literary achievements in Tamil literature.

Kamba Ramayanam (Ramavataram)
e Kamban'’s version is called Ramavataram, popularly known as Kamba Ramayanam.
e It was composed during the reign of the Chola dynasty, particularly under Kulothunga Il
(12th century CE).
e Written in Tamil language, using rich poetic forms and classical Tamil grammar.

Key Features of Kamba Ramayanam

It is not a direct translation but a creative retelling of Valmiki's Ramayana.

Strong influence of Bhakti movement, especially devotion to Vishnu.

Rama is portrayed more as a divine incarnation (God) rather than just an ideal human king.
Greater emphasis on emotion (bhava), devotion (bhakti), and poetic beauty.

Differences between Valmiki Ramayana and Kamba Ramayanam
o Valmiki presents Rama as an ideal human (Maryada Purushottam), whereas Kamban
presents him as a supreme divine being.
e Kamban uses Tamil cultural elements and regional imagery, making it relatable to South
Indian society.
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ethical tone of Valmiki.

Historical Context

¢ Kamba Ramayanam emerged during the Bhakti movement (7th—12th century CE), which

emphasized personal devotion over rituals.

o It reflects the socio-religious transformation of South India under the Cholas, where temple

culture and devotional literature flourished.
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23A

Why quotas alone won’t increase women’s representation

Fad T § Afgen3it 1 yfafafeca Faf &t seam

Why quotas alone won't increase women's representation

While reservation can address the issue of underrepresentation, its impact is likely to be shaped by existing inequalities related to class, caste etc

DATA PO

Krishangi Sinha
Sanjay Kumar

s debate around the Wo-
A men’s Reservation Bill re-

surfaces, the central ques-
tion is no longer whether quotas
will increase representation, but
whether they can overcome the
deeper structural barriers that li-
mit women'’s participation in polit-
ics. Evidence from a Lokniti-CSDS
study suggests that while reserva-
tion may expand opportunities, it
does not by itself ensure that more
women are able to sustain political
careers. Over the past decades, In-
dian women have become a signif-
icant electoral force. However, this
rise in participation has not tran-
slated into representation. Women
remain underrepresented as can-
didates and elected representa-
tives, highlighting a gap between
voting and political presence.

The Lokniti-CSDS study shows
that while women vote in large
numbers, their involvement in
more active forms of political en-
gagement remains low (Table 1).
Across categories such as locality,
education, caste, class, and age, a
large majority of women (74%-
84%) report being “not at all ac-
tive” in electoral processes beyond
voting. This pattern cuts across so-
cio-economic groups, suggesting
that limited political engagement
is not confined to specific sections.
While voting has become more in-
clusive, deeper forms of political
participation remain restricted.

The limited presence of women
in politics is also shaped by party-
level decisions. Candidate selec-
tion remains a critical barrier (Ta-
ble 2). Around 44% of women res-
pondents agree that even when a
man and a woman are equally
qualified, political parties prefer
male candidates. These percep-
tions point to a structural bias in
candidate selection processes,
where “winnability” is often in-
voked to justify the preference for

male candidates. When asked
whether there is a lesser possibili-
ty for a woman to win against a
man therefore women should not
contest against men, 17% agreed.

Table 3 indicates that women’s
political participation is shaped by
acombination of structural, social,
and individual constraints. About
22% of women identify patriarchal
structures as the biggest obstacle,
followed by household responsi-
bilities and barriers such as lack of
awareness or interest.

Nearly two-thirds of women re-
port some degree of patriarchal
dominance within their house-
holds (Table 4). At the same time,
about 66% report having no free-
dom at all to participate in political
activities such as attending meet-
ings or rallies (Table 5). The over-
lap between household domi-
nance and limited political
autonomy suggests that the private
sphere remains a key site of politi-
cal exclusion. Even before institu-
tional barriers come into play, ma-
ny women face restrictions within
their own homes. These structural
and social barriers also influence
how women perceive politics as a
career. Only about 28% of women
expressed willingness to enter pol-
itics (Table 6).

Low willingness reflects not
simply a lack of interest, but the
cumulative effect of restricted au-
tonomy, limited access, and exclu-
sionary political structures.

Data suggests that women’s pol-
itical participation in India is
marked by a paradox: high electo-
ral participation alongside limited
political engagement and repre-
sentation. While reservation can
address the issue of numerical un-
derrepresentation, its impact is
likely to be shaped by existing in-
equalities related to class, caste,
education, and access to resourc-
es. Without parallel changes, in-
cluding greater inclusion in party
candidate selection and enhanced
autonomy within households, qu-
otas alone may not substantially
broaden the pool of women enter-
ing politics.

Existing setbacks

The data for the tables were sourced from
Lokniti-CSDS study

TABLE 1: Women's electoral participation across
socio-economic groups. All figures in %

[ Active electoral

Notatall | Somewhat | Highly
active active active
Locality
Rural [ 76 | 1 |
Urban [ s T s
Level of education
Non-literate 34 12 4 TABLE 3: Perceived barriers to women’s political participation
Upto primary 5 19 6 Ey— o
Upto matriculation IE 17 8 PO L %)
12th pass/intermediate 75 17 ] Patriarchal structure 2
College and above’ 78 15 7 Household responsibility 13
Age groups Individual barriers 12
18to 25 years 83 13 4 Cultural norms 7
261055y ears e &/ g Const lated to finance or political structure 6
36 to 45 years s 18 7 - .
S e = 5 Negative image of politics 3
55 years and above 5 16 [ Other barriers 1
&
TABLE 4: Extent of within
Upper castes 78 15 7
OBC i&] 18 7 Level of (%)
sc 81 14 5 Strong dominance 12
ST 81 15 5 Some dominance 23
Muslims 0 ) 8 N o
Others a1 12 6
No dominance at all 28
Economic class
Poor 83 13 4 TABLE 5: Women’s autonomy in participating in political
Lower 8 16 6 activities
Middle 74 19 7
Level of freedom (%)
Upper class 8 14 9
No freedom atall 66
TABLE 2: Public perceptions of gender bias in candidate Very litle freedom 7
selection and electoral success
Some freedom 12
Someig Alot of freed: 10
agree| . ot of freedom
Statement Agree |  SETON ot | Disagree
disagree TABLE 6: The willingness of women to enter politics
Even when a man and —
awoman are equally Willingness )
good candidates, politi- No 61
Cal parties always prefer | 44 30 5
aman overa woman Yes 28
while giving tickets
No opinion 1

Lesser winning
probability of women 17 31 a1
compared to men

Note: All fiqures are in percentage. Others did not know

Krishangiis a researcher with Lokniti-CSDS, Sanjay Kumar is a

Professor, Psephologist and Election Analyst.

Views expressed by the authors are their own independent views,

it does not reflect the views of the institution

23A. Why quotas alone won’t increase women’s representation
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While reservation can address the issue of underrepresentation, its impact is likely to
be shaped by existing inequalities related to class, caste etc

BTATTR IRETOT o YAfA AT T THTAT FT FATUTT FI ThdT §, AfSheT STHT TG T, S1f
e & wafera Alerer srwaATanst gan el g

Debate around the Women’s Reservation Bill / ATEHT 3maTor fAedas 9T 989

As debate around the Women’s Reservation Bill resurfaces, the central question is no
longer whether quotas will increase representation, but whether they can overcome the
deeper structural barriers that limit women’s participation in politics.

AT RATOT A8 UX 96H o Yol: 3 o A1, g Tl 3 Tg w761 & 1o RATOr &
gfafafOraa 99 a1 AT, dTesh T8 & 5 FIT I 37 T8 ATAATcHS aTHT3HT Y IR X b & oif
ot 7 Afgem3it i smefiery s Hiffa s &

Evidence from a Lokniti-CSDS study suggests that while reservation may expand
opportunities, it does not by itself ensure that more women are able to sustain political
careers.

AFANA-CSDS IHETAAT § YIed A& T & Tob TSI T IRETOT {GHU ohl TIEAR Y Hehell &,
Tg Y= 3T H I GiaATad el el foh e AfETT ASTelfcrF FRAT I TATC 7@ Teh |
Over the past decades, Indian women have become a significant electoral force.

ol gerhl &, HRAT AfeT Teh AgcaqoT fvatae afda o1 715 &

However, this rise in participation has not translated into representation.

greliten, g e #F gefty o1 wfafaftres & wuicRor 1l g3 ¢

Women remain underrepresented as candidates and elected representatives, highlighting
a gap between voting and political presence.

Afgen? sFleart 3R Feifa st & w7 7 w0 vlafafca @d € S Adee ik
ol SufeAfa & o 37a) 1 g2 B

The Lokniti-CSDS study shows that while women vote in large numbers, their involvement in
more active forms of political engagement remains low.

AFATI-CSDS eI c2ATAT & ToF STar AfRTT 931 TE&AT H AdSTT Hdl &, I&T 3eTahT 3HTh
AfehT TS Tgsnfrar & seiieRT &3 & gl

Across categories such as locality, education, caste, class, and age, a large majority of
women (74%-84%) report being “not at all active” in electoral processes beyond voting.

wuTer, Ryewr, snfe, &t si 3mg Sidr Ao &, A3 T TT SEHT (74%-84%) FAGTT T R
AT TThaT3t & T o “fregper oft afer 7@l qarar g

This pattern cuts across socio-economic groups, suggesting that limited political
engagement is not confined to specific sections.

Ig g ATATTo- 3T Worgl H TAH &9 F U1 STl 8, [T T gielr § fon dfAa
Tratetifare ey frel faQy aet e Affa 78 ¢

While voting has become more inclusive, deeper forms of political participation remain
restricted.

STl AcTelel HUh FATAR g7 &, TET TeTeAcieh MRy o ITeX T 37efy ot AT &
The limited presence of women in politics is also shaped by party-level decisions.
Taehifar # Afgensi $r @ifaa sufeufa gaera Aokt @ o ganfaa gidr &
Candidate selection remains a critical barrier.

SFHIGAR T Teh FEa 0T STl ST €377 &

Around 44% of women respondents agree that even when a man and a woman are equally
qualified, political parties prefer male candidates.

SIS 44% Hgell ST T AT § o ST g2 3R Afger Tt & & Aoy g, o oir
st fien gt qow 3FHigant &I yraffedr ad ¢
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These perceptions point to a structural bias in candidate selection processes.
Y YROUMT 3FHICaR TIT TiohdT H FIIATcHS T8TITd T 30T Hohd FLdT & |

When asked whether there is a lesser possibility for a woman to win against a man therefore
women should not contest against men, 17% agreed.

mwww%wnﬁm%gw%ﬁmsﬂaﬁaﬁmw@?ﬁﬁmsﬁwaﬁ
TSAT AITRT, A 17% of HEATY TF T

Women’s political participation is shaped by a combination of structural, social, and
individual constraints.

A3t ST Toreiifas HelieRT SadeH®, Ao 3N cafFaera aremait & 3o ¥ venfag
g gl

About 22% of women identify patriarchal structures as the biggest obstacle.

FAITHIT 22% AT RTEdTcHS FCAAIT hl HIY T37 ST ATAAT 8 |

This is followed by household responsibilities and barriers such as lack of awareness or
interest.

58 a1 Tl FAFAGIRAT AT STITRehell AT T hT hall SIEfT JTemy 3ATelt &

Nearly two-thirds of women report some degree of patriarchal dominance within their
households.

ST &1-eigTS AR 379t €Y & fondly of fonelt T o) ReqariTestas wogea i1 a1l il & |
At the same time, about 66% report having no freedom at all to participate in political
activities such as meetings or rallies.

T & SATHIT 66% ATGATT T & Toh 3o ToTeITcieh ITTATAT ST SSehT AT XTIt # 9T ofet
& s FTIAAAT 78T ¢

The overlap between household dominance and limited political autonomy suggests that the
private sphere remains a key site of political exclusion.

B T3cd 3R WA ToTehfcieh TTIIT & el g Ferer goltelm ¢ o forsht & ot
STESHIT T Th THE TATT 11 G377 &

Even before institutional barriers come into play, many women face restrictions within their
own homes.

TEATITT STem3iT F gl &1 S AGT 319 &1 TRT 3 ufdaet 7 Froar sl €1

These barriers also influence how women perceive politics as a career.

Y STUTY 5 o1 ot 3 TeTTfad ey & o Afgent Tafa &t veh # R & & & Fa @ §1
Only about 28% of women expressed willingness to enter politics.

hd el TIITHIT 28% ARG of TSTallfcl H 3Tel T STHT T i |

Low willingness reflects not simply a lack of interest, but the cumulative e« ect of restricted
autonomy, limited access, and exclusionary structures.

wmmﬁﬁmaﬁmﬁ?ﬁ,mwmﬁamﬁaﬁmﬁamm
T3 F ATFATAT T Y Tl &1

Data suggests that women'’s political participation in India is marked by a paradox: high
electoral participation alongside limited engagement and representation.

37ere g2t & T 9IRa & A3t & Toreifas defiey te faRummy @ Rfged & 3w AdeeT
HRMERY & Ay AT T AR yfafafee

While reservation can address numerical underrepresentation, its impact is shaped by
inequalities related to class, caste, education, and access to resources.

STET 3TRETUT HEATCHS eq-Fiafaftica ol TafId o TohdT &, IET ST TeITT a9, Siifey, FRvatr
3R STeri o T Y T SIS A A grer &1

Without parallel changes, including greater inclusion in candidate selection and enhanced
autonomy within households, quotas alone may not substantially broaden the pool of women
entering politics.
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Tribunal gives last opportunity to Odisha,
Chhattisgarh to settle Mahanadi dispute

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

The Mahanadi Water Dis-
putes Tribunal (MWDT)
may soon deliver its judg-
ment on the water-sharing
formula between Odisha
and Chhattisgarh with both
States failing to place a con-
crete proposal for mutual
settlement. The tribunal
has given a last opportuni-
ty to the two States to come
up with a formula by May 2,
the next date of hearing.

An order passed by the
MWDT, headed by former
Supreme Court judge Jus-
tice Bela M. Trivedi, noted
that though both States had
jointly submitted on April
11 that the annual water
availability would be final-
ised by the next date of
hearing on April 20, Advo-
cates General of Odisha
and Chhattisgarh again
sought more time to submit
a concrete proposal.

“They have also not
been able to place on re-
cord the suggestions with

The Mahanadi river, which originates in Chhattisgarh, flows for
494 km in Odisha before meeting with the Bay of Bengal. FILE PHOTO

regard to the recasting of is-
sues already framed in
both the reference pro-
ceedings to narrow down
the disputes between the
party States,” the tribunal
observed.

Panel unhappy

The three-member MWDT
- comprising Justice Trive-
di, Justice Ravi Ranjan, and
Justice Indermeet Kaur -
expressed unhappiness ov-
er the manner in which the
proceedings are being con-
ducted. “We make it clear

that if they are not able to
finalise the same or place
on record any consensus
on any of the issues by the
next date, the tribunal will
proceed with the proceed-
ings on merits,” the tribu-
nal said.

The 851-km-long Maha-
nadi river, which originates
from the Amarkantak hills
in the Bastar plateau of
Chhattisgarh, flows for 494
km in Odisha before meet-
ing with the Bay of Bengal.

Following its formation
as a separate State, Chhat-

tisgarh’s demand for water
skyrocketed, which led it to
create major, medium, and
minor irrigation projects,
including industrial barrag-
es. When Odisha found out
there was considerable re-
duction in Mahanadi water
in its territory, it noticed
Chhattisgarh’s  extensive
upstream construction and
increased water usage.

According to the Odisha
government, Chhattisgarh
has built more than 500 an-
icuts and 30 barrages, ma-
ny primarily for industrial
use.

No headway
The then Naveen Patnaik-
led government had moved
the Supreme Court in 2018
for river-water sharing.
With the case dragging on,
the MWDT’s formation was
subsequently announced.
With BJP governments
in both States after 2024,
they submitted before the
tribunal about settling the
dispute amicably but ha-
ven't made much headway.

23A | Tribunal gives last opportunity to Odisha, Chhattisgarh to settle Mahanadi
dispute
HeTera! fdare gasms & faw 3if3en, sfwere # Regaer  sifaw s R
23A | Court stays action against KCR in Kaleshwaram case
FTRTIA ATHA H KCR & TATH FRATS W eTeld o Ak 9IS
23A | Centre plans new rail link to ‘controversial’ bauxite hills in Odisha
Fg A NP F ‘Rafe aleurse wwrfdat & v 7§ Yo ager & derar aar$
23A | Tuti: the tiny, defiant Nile island caught in the heart of Sudan’s war
T8 I F I & g A BT BIeT dfhe gg el g@drT
“ Sheep sale

In business: Sheep merchants and customers trade at the
Souk Larbia Guffaf livestock market in Khouribga Province,
some 150km south of Rabat, in Morocco on Wednesday.
Souk Larbia Guffaf is one of the largest local markets and
is known for the quality of its livestock.

23A. Tribunal gives last
opportunity to Odisha,
Chhattisgarh to settle
Mahanadi dispute

A4 faare gogma & faw
33, odiware #1 feegae o
afaer srawr feam

e The Mahanadi Water Disputes
Tribunal (MWDT) may soon deliver its
judgment on the water-sharing formula
between Odisha and Chhattisgarh with
both States failing to place a concrete
proposal for mutual settlement.

Agreral ol faare fesgeter (MWDT) Sieg
&1 3nf3er 3R oxfraere & dig STa-gear
& I 9T 37941 0T & HehlT &,

FifeR SIAT TSAT o 3T AT & fow
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IS BT AT JEI 161 FohaT &

The tribunal has given a last opportunity to the two States to come up with a formula by May
2, the next date of hearing.

TEsgeTer o ST AT T Teh BT TET et & TT Jiforsr sraar foam &, Foraehr 3mTell gotars
T AT 2 ASE|

An order passed by the MWDT, headed by former Supreme Court judge Justice Bela M.
Trivedi, noted that though both States had jointly submitted on April 11 that the annual water
availability would be finalised by the next date of hearing on April 20, Advocates General of
Odisha and Chhattisgarh again sought more time to submit a concrete proposal.

MW DT eaRT qriel 3me:er, forerhT 3regetd qa gufte shic =arareiier stf¥ew aor va. fradt ax @
g, # 3o o ara ok grefifer alell Tl & S §9 & 11 38 1 Sl el b 2 o anfen
SToT SUCTSITT 37Tl FeAaTs 20 ¥t ofeoh 3ifcier &9 & & Srwatt, 7O off 3fer AR sedieere &
HETATFATHT o ST JET TEJT el o fAIT fh & 3R F&7 Ao

“They have also not been able to place on record the suggestions with regard to the recasting
of issues already framed in both the reference proceedings to narrow down the disputes
between the party States,” the tribunal observed.

‘T Gl Tt o ST faTe & haf o (AT St dest Hriariedl 7 ggel & 3 Heal & Jediod
& Fae 3 orra o7 Neprs oX 1@t 7 W1 711 16 8, Fesgator of Fam

Panel unhappy
darel IS

The three-member MWDT — comprising Justice Trivedi, Justice Ravi Ranjan, and Justice
Indermeet Kaur — expressed unhappiness over the manner in which the proceedings are
being conducted.

et FeEd MWDT - orad sifted F3ad, aiftea I Woe, 3R Sca gexaiia sk enfaa € -
T FIIATET & TATeleT o dIeh X AT S TohdT|

“We make it clear that if they are not able to finalise the same or place on record any
consensus on any of the issues by the next date, the tribunal will proceed with the
proceedings on merits,” the tribunal said.

“GH TASC A ¢ Toh T o 319Tell TR e 39 3iTaia & &1 AT Fohell 8 Fee oY HgAfal Rels
W @ H HEAY @ &, Al fEsgeTor AN & TR R HRAATET 37T S¢reer,” fesgster o el

The 851-km-long Mahanadi river, which originates from the Amarkantak hills in the Bastar
plateau of Chhattisgarh, flows for 494 km in Odisha before meeting with the Bay of Bengal.

851 farelt FY FETALY A<Y, S TATHIG F TEA TSR H 3Fhes Jgiisdr & fodherdr &, 3f3emw
# 494 frelY 981 & ST 99T T @Y & AT &1

Following its formation as a separate State, Chhattisgarh’s demand for water skyrocketed,
which led it to create major, medium, and minor irrigation projects, including industrial
barrages.

Teh 37197 ToT & &Y H 3T F 916, SAIGIG hl STl HIT doit § T, fordeh HRUT 38 &3,
FEIH 3R B TS Aoty Ia1T, Toae 3iieifems Ser 8 anfde &

When Odisha found out there was considerable reduction in Mahanadi water in its territory, it
noticed Chhattisgarh’s extensive upstream construction and increased water usage.

ST 3BT Y 3197 817 & AIACT & STel 3 HTHN HAT T IdT Tell, AY 3T SAIIG EaRT SATTH
SREEN T 3R 93 T oA ST Y e v

According to the Odisha government, Chhattisgarh has built more than 500 anicuts and 30
barrages, many primarily for industrial use.

3N TR & AR, TG F 500 A 3T Taliehe 3R 30 T A1 §, 511 T s e
9 ¥ e 3uaer & fow 81
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No headway

IS garfay 18t

e The then Naveen Patnaik-led government had moved the Supreme Court in 2018 for river-
water sharing.

cTeehTelleT #Tdlel YeaATeh-acfcd dTell TR o AGT STef SeaR & foIv 2018 & FHHA FIE HT 3G
[ERIEI

o With the case dragging on, the MWDT'’s formation was subsequently announced.
HIHFAT e [&TeY & HROT, 91 F MWDT & 33T Sl ENYOTT Y 315 |

e With BJP governments in both States after 2024, they submitted before the tribunal about
settling the dispute amicably but haven’t made much headway.

2024 & §TE Aol Tt 7 AT EHR Teel o TN, 3oie] [¢edsTel & HIHe faag i Hgraqot
mﬁgwmﬁmw,aﬁmmwﬁaﬁgél

MAHANADI RIVER

e The Mahanadi River is one of the major east-
flowing rivers of peninsular India.

e ltis often called the “Sorrow of Odisha” due
to its history of devastating floods.

e The river plays a crucial role in irrigation,
agriculture, hydropower, and delta
formation in eastern India.

e The Mahanadi originates from the Sihawa Hills
in Chhattisgarh.

o It flows through the states of Chhattisgarh and
Odisha before draining into the Bay of
Bengal.

e Total length of the river is approximately 851
km.

o It forms alarge fertile delta near the coastal ,
region of Odisha. t A

Drainage Basin and Tributaries N
e The Mahanadi basin covers about 1.41 lakh sq
km, spreading across Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh.
e Major Tributaries
o Left Bank Tributaries

OSambalpur
gul

(o]
Cuttack
(®)

o Seonath ~ ‘ Mahanadi River oBhubafjpsv)ar
o Hasdeo N ODISHA g
o Mand \ /
e Right Bank Tributaries g
o Ong N\
o Tel =

¥ A Bay of Bengal
Major Dams and Projects '

Hirakud Dam
e Located near Sambalpur in Odisha.
e Constructed in 1957, it is one of the longest earthen dams in the world.
e Provides flood control, irrigation, and hydroelectric power.

Other Projects

Pagelo
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e Ravishankar Sagar Dam (Chhattisgarh)
e Hasdeo Bango Project

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ANICUTS AND BARRAGES

e Anicuts are low, fixed structures without gates, while barrages are gated structures with

adjustable flow control.

e Anicuts are mainly used for simple diversion, whereas barrages are used for regulation and

management of river flow.

e Anicuts are common in peninsular rivers, while barrages are widely used in northern perennial

rivers.

Court stays action against
KCR in Kaleshwaram case

Telangana High Court, however, upholds the setting up of the inquiry commission by Revanth

govt. to look into alleged irregularities and misappropriation of funds in the lift irrigation project

Marri Ramu
HYDERABAD

he Telangana High
T Court said on Wed-

nesday that the Jus-
tice P.C. Ghose Commis-
sion report, which indicted
BRS leader and former
Chief Minister K. Chandra-
sekhar Rao and three oth-
ers over the execution of
the Kaleshwaram Lift Irri-
gation Project (KLIP),
“shall be inoperative”.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Aparesh Kumar Singh and
Justice G.M. Mohiuddin,
pronouncing the verdict
on a batch of writ petitions
seeking to set aside the
commission’s report and
questioning the constitu-
tion of the commission,
said no action can be taken
against Mr. Rao and three

One of the barrages of the Kaleshwaram project on the Godavari.

others, based on the
report.

The Telangana govern-
ment, led by Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy, consti-
tuted the Commission of
Inquiry under former
judge of Supreme Court
Justice P.C. Ghose in 2024.
It was to inquire into the al-
leged irregularities and

misappropriation of funds
in the execution of KLIP,
taken up on the Godavari
by the previous govern-
ment led by Mr. Rao.

The structural damage
to the Medigadda barrage
of the KLIP that came to
light on October 21, 2023,
ahead of the Assembly
election, was a major issue

in the poll campaign. The
Congress came to power
after the election.

The Bench heard exten-
sive arguments over the
four pleas filed by Mr. Rao,
his former Cabinet col-
league T. Harish Rao, form-
er Chief Secretary S.K.
Joshi and IAS officer
Smitha Sabharwal, for
nearly six months from
September 2024.

While ordering that the
commission’s findings
shall be ‘inoperative’, the
Bench, however, upheld
the formation of the com-
mission. The petitioners
said that even the panel
was illegal. But, the Bench
noted that the creation of
the commission was not ar-
bitrary or illegal, and said
the petitions were being
“allowed partly”.

23A. Court stays action against KCR in Kaleshwaram case

FTRTIA ATHA A KCR & TS FRATE T 3cTerd A Ak oI9S

Telangana High Court, however, upholds the setting up of the inquiry commission by
Revanth govt. to look into alleged irregularities and misappropriation of funds in the lift
irrigation project

TGRS 8TS HIC o GTelifch Yad AXHR GaRT ST AT o IS+l R @1, ST forre =g
IRANSTAT 7 HA HATATAAN 3R et o GTIGNT T Sl o TIT SaA127 17 AT

The Telangana High Court said on Wednesday that the Justice P.C. Ghose Commission
report, which indicted BRS leader and former Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao and
three others over the execution of the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project (KLIP), “shall be
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inoperative”.

AT TS HIE A FUAR 1 gl T wargafel 4. arw smer i e, 5w BRS Aar ik gd
HEIHAT K. @R TE 3R clieT 377 1 Froead fare fiwms aR@ser (KLIP) & fhareass &
ardT SETAT ITAT AT, “3TeTT gy

A Bench of Chief Justice Aparesh Kumar Singh and Justice G.M. Mohiuddin, pronouncing
the verdict on a batch of writ petitions seeking to set aside the commission’s report and
guestioning the constitution of the commission, said no action can be taken against Mr. Rao
and three others, based on the report.

Heg Fgrareder IR FAR e 3R saraaf .ow. Afeseda & dio a1, 3maer iy R st
@Wﬁ%%mﬁﬁﬁmﬁmﬁwmw?m%ma:

IMYR R A TG 3R T 30T F TAATE FIS HRATS 787 T ST Tehell

The Telangana government, led by Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy, constituted the
Commission of Inquiry under former judge of Supreme Court Justice P.C. Ghose in 2024.

AT TR, TSTEhT sicjed HETHAT A. W 1 A IE 8, o 2024 H A HIE & 74
Fgrameirer € Y. 9\ & dgd ST 37197 7 3T+ fhar

It was to inquire into the alleged irregularities and misappropriation of funds in the execution
of KLIP, taken up on the Godavari by the previous government led by Mr. Rao.

g AT KLIP & fohaieadel & A 3fAafAddrai 3R ee & geuaier i sira & fav semar

a1 2T, fSI& Meradl oX A1 37 & AAqjed drell fAsell TR o & fehar ar

The structural damage to the Medigadda barrage of the KLIP that came to light on October
21, 2023, ahead of the Assembly election, was a major issue in the poll campaign.

KLIP & Afeargst Sxrer # aramrd &ifd, Sit 21 3ferga 2023 i [Er=ras i To1a & Tgel dHat
37T$, YeATd TUR H Teh 957 Hear o

The Congress came to power after the election.

AT o e HIIH Tl 3 371

The Bench heard extensive arguments over the four pleas filed by Mr. Rao, his former
Cabinet colleague T. Harish Rao, former Chief Secretary S.K. Joshi and IAS officer Smitha
Sabharwal, for nearly six months from September 2024.

die o 5 71, 3oTeh qd hideic Fgameh &, ger 1@, 78 FEw afg v, st 3k srsvea
31TereRRY FEAaT FeaaTel @Rl RN R ATTAshT31 0 AR 2024 & SET379T B Helell clh [a&cl
FoAaT

While ordering that the commission’s findings shall be ‘inoperative’, the Bench, however,
upheld the formation of the commission.

3T & fTshsf b BT ENFAT AR §U oY, de & AT & ST T AR @
The petitioners said that even the panel was illegal.

ITRIATRAT3 o et o T8 YTer off 3rder a7

But, the Bench noted that the creation of the commission was not arbitrary or illegal, and said
the petitions were being “partially allowed partly”.

et N1 o hgT fob 3TN &7 IS o7 A AFAHTAT AT 3R o7 &) 373, 3R Far fF T3t r
“37AS FT T TR AT ST @8

GODAVARI

Godavari is considered as the oldest river of India. It brought so many sediments that is
resulted in the oil and natural gases in the Godavari basin.

The Source of origin is Triambekeshwar Nasik in Maharashtra.

It flows through Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana.
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e Length of Godavari is 1465 Km. It is the second longest river in India.

e The second largest river of India and largest river system of peninsular India

e Left-Hand Tributaries are the Penganga, Wardha, Weinganga, Purna, Pranhita, Indravati,
Sabari, Sileru, and Kadam.

e Right-hand tributaries are Manjira, Kinnerasani, and Pravara.

e Chitrakote waterfall (at Indravati river) is Chhattisgarh's largest and most water-logged
waterfall. is considered as the Niagara waterfall of India.

e The Chitrakote Falls (also spelled Chitrakote, Chitrakot, and Chitrakoot; Hindi: fesehre sesmma)
is a natural waterfall on the Indravati River, located approximately 38 kilometres (24 mi) to the
west of Jagdalpur, in Bastar district in the Indian state of Chhattisgarh.

e The height of the falls is about 29 metres (95 ft).22 |t is the widest fall in India, reaching a width
of nearly 300 metres (980 ft) during the monsoon season.®! Because of its width and its
widespread horseshoe shape during the monsoon season, it is often called the "Niagara Falls of

India"

e Manjira in known as Manjra in Maharashtra.

o Kaleshwaram Project: It is lift irrigation project.

e Sir Arther Cotton in 1857 helped in establishment of Kaleshwaram that made this region as
the food bowl of the South India.

e Sir Arther Cotton also helped in establishment of Prakashan Barrage.

e Godavari meets Bay of Bengal as Gautami, Vasista, Vainateya, Tulya, Bradwaja.

Centre plans new rail
link to ‘controversial’
bauxite hills in Odisha

BHUBANESWAR

Notwithstanding massive
tribal resistance to the pro-
posed bauxite mining in
the Sijimali hills spanning
Odisha’s Rayagada and Ka-
lahandi districts, the Minis-
try of Railways has pro-
posed a new rail link
connecting two bauxite-
bearing hills, the mining
rights for which have been
secured by the Vedanta
and Adani groups.

As per notification by
the Ministry of Railways on
Tuesday, the Centre, in ex-
ercise of the powers con-
ferred by Clause (37A) of
Section-2 of Railways Act,
1989 notified a new broad-
gauge line connecting Tiki-
ri Station to Kutrumali and
Sijimali Bauxite Mines on
Waltair Division of East
Coast Railway.

Kalinga Alumina Limit-

the road connecting State
Highway 44 to Sijimali summit.

ed, a subsidary of Adani
Group, has proposed open-
cast mining over 701.792
hectare in Kutrumali, with
127.7 million tonnes of baux-
ite. Vedanta Group has se-
cured rights over 1,549.022
hectare in nearby Sijimali,
which holds over 300 mil-
lion tonnes of bauxite.
Villagers have obstructed
construction of the road
connecting State Highway
44 and summit of Sijimali
announcing that they
would not let anyone con-
struct road by felling trees.

23A. Centre plans new rail link to
‘controversial’ bauxite hills in Odisha

Fg o B F Rafea saaEe wiEza &
T 578 I a1 &Y AT TS

¢ Notwithstanding massive tribal resistance to
the proposed bauxite mining in the Sijimali hills
spanning Odisha’s Rayagada and Kalahandi
districts, the Ministry of Railways has proposed a
new rail link connecting two bauxite-bearing hills, the
mining rights for which have been secured by the
Vedanta and Adani groups.

3nf3em & rereT 3 FremEER et 7 el AT
TgIfsat # yearfad SIFase o & Rgelrh HRT
3nfeardr faxier & srasie, Yol HATT o &Y Jierarse-
HHCH TBITSAT bl SSet aTell 778 YoT oISeT T T&dTd
fe &, ForeTeh Weter TR Agie 3R arsreh worgh
ared g1

e As per notification by the Ministry of Railways
on Tuesday, the Centre, in exercise of the powers
conferred by Clause (37A) of Section-2 of Railways
Act, 1989 notified a new broad-gauge line
connecting Tikiri Station to Kutrumali and Sijimali

Bauxite Mines on Waltair Division of East Coast
Railway.

FITATR T 3T HITI @rmjﬂT%W, hg ol
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Yerd JTfRfeTH, 1989 Y URT-2 & WS (37A) % Ted Teel ITHRT T FIT I §T Teh o5 Sis-
AT TS YA Hr g, S I e Yo & Aeca f3dieret 7 fefrd weeret &t Fgatren 3K
fafsrATeT sierarse @eril & SisdT Bl

e Kalinga Alumina Limited, a subsidiary of Adani Group, has proposed opencast mining over
701.792 hectares in Kutrumali, with 127.7 million tonnes of bauxite.

STl WHE T TG el FHieiar I ffar faffes o Hgareh 7 701.792 gFeaT &17 7 geir

el (3NeTehIEe ATSTAT) T g&dma fear &, f5ge 127.7 fafoas e siFase 2

o Vedanta Group has secured rights over 1,549.022 hectares in nearby Sijimali, which holds
over 300 million tonnes of bauxite.

deiar weg o are T FAfSrATen wEIfsat 7 1,549.022 ¥aA} 817 & TR ured fT §, STel 300
fafeTer oo @ arfae sfFase Aise B

o Villagers have obstructed construction of the road connecting State Highway 44 and summit

of Sijimali announcing that they would not let anyone construct the road by felling trees.

T & TS TSTATT 44 3R RAFFAT Hr AE FF s arel T F FH0T HF A fgar g ik
GIYoT &1 § T 3 U5 e ol T 8l TS ST 8T &aT |

Tuti: the tiny, defiant Nile island caught in the heart of Sudan’s war

ence France-Presse
KHARTOUM

For nearly two years, Al-
Shubbak watched through
ancient grey eyes as Tuti,
the crescent-shaped island
in the heart of the Suda-
nese capital she calls
home, emptied of its in-
habitants under a punish-
ing paramilitary siege.

She refused to leave.

“I didn’t even move for
the English when they co-
lonised us,” she told AFP
through a toothless smile,
a year after the army broke
the siege, and 70 after the
British occupation of Khar-
toum ended.

She recited an old battle
cry that her daughter, who
does not know exactly how
old her mother is, repeat-
ed: “Our fathers resisted
the occupiers with stones.

Though they met them
with gunfire, they still
could not take Tuti the
green.”

Located where the
‘White Nile, flowing from
Uganda, meets the Blue
Nile from Ethiopia, Tuti is
across the river from
where war first broke out
in April 2023, between Su-
dan’s army and the para-
military Rapid Support
Forces.

Riverside village
In recent months, many re-
sidents have returned
home to the island, be-
sieged from June 2023 until
March 2025, when the ar-
my recaptured the capital.
Shops have reopened
and farmers have come
back to their land, which
historically supplied much
of Khartoum’s fresh pro-

duce from its fruit or-
chards and vegetable
fields.

On a Friday afternoon,
villagers flocked to the old
red-brick mosque, where a
rusted sign reads “esta-
blished 1480”.

In times past, crowds
would gather in plastic
chairs at the edge of the is-
land, sipping tea with their
feet in the Nile, the very
first spot where it becomes
one river flowing north to
Egypt.

Now, authorities say
that the same spot is a mi-
nefield, and the islanders
are scarred by their days
living in an open-air
prison.

“Nothing could get in or
out without the RSF saying
s0,” said 34-year old day la-
bourer Salaheldin Abdel-
qader, who escaped seven

Anglers at Tuti Island, where the White Nile and Blue Nile merge to
form the River Nile, in Khartoum. AFP

months into the siege and
returned last year.

To get anything in -
food, medicine, fuel to
power water pumps - islan-
ders had to pay off RSF
fighters who controlled the
only bridge. And they
could only leave after fork-
ing out a toll for safe
passage.

For Abdelgader, that
was 350,000 Sudanese
pounds (now around $90),
more than double a doc-
tor’s monthly salary.

Sheikh Mohamed Eid, a
local elder who sounded
the alarm over Tuti’s plight
on social media, said that
during the war residents
were “forced to leave at

gunpoint” and pay to do so
“with our own money”.

In accordance with go-
vernment media regula-
tions, AFP was accompa-
nied by an army officer,
who stepped out of earshot
during interviews.

‘Guard our soil’
A stout man with a head
wrap piled high on his
brow, Mr. Eid spoke at
length of the people’s con-
nection to their island,
from which former presi-
dent Omar al-Bashir’s go-
vernment repeatedly tried
to relocate them to build
luxury investments.
“We're like fish in the
‘water, we can’t survive out-
side Tuti,” he told AFP in
his home, the sky visible
through a hole in the roof
where an artillery shell
tore through.

After two months using
donations to pay the RSF
double or triple to get
goods onto the island so
people would not starve,
Mr. Eid was detained by
the ilitarie:

But Nosayba Saad had
no choice. She and her fa-
mily endured a year and a
half of RSF rule, during
which fighters repeatedly
entered people’s homes,
de di gold and

Thrown into one noto-
rious jail after another, he
watched other incarcerat-
ed islanders die, one by
one, before his release
nine months later.

The RSF’s siege slowly
choked the life out of Tuti.
Eventually, of an estimated
30,000 people, only Ms.
Shubbak’s  family re-
mained, caring for the be-
dridden matriarch.

“We stayed to guard our
soil,” her daughter Najat al-
Nour, a Quran professor in
her fifties who lifted her
chin high to admonish
those who left. “A mis-
take,” she snapped.

23A. Tuti: the tiny, defiant Nile island caught in the heart of Sudan’s war
T8 Y31 & JaU F &g A BAT BIET AT gg siter gdIq

phones and accusing them
of spying for the army.

By the time her family
paid to leave in October
2024, the RSF had taken to
stealing food and cash as
well. She didn’t think she
would see her home again.

“Now our street is al-
most full, and more people
are on their way,” she said-
.But her joy was bitter-
sweet. Two of her uncles
are missing and presumed
dead, while every family
on the island has lost so-
meone. “Still, being togeth-
er with our people again,
coming home is such a
blessing,” she said.

e For nearly two years, AlShubbak watched through ancient grey eyes as Tuti, the crescent-
shaped island in the heart of the Sudanese capital she calls home, emptied of its inhabitants
under a punishing paramilitary siege.

SAITHIT &1 AN cleh, YT o 3T Yerell ATt & 2T o g, ST GTeT b ISTETeAT & vy 7
e 3reTagR 2T &, T ok 78T SR1EET & HROT 3719+ fAarfaat & @relr g) |

e “l didn’t even move for the English when they colonised us,” she told AFP through a toothless
smile, a year after the army broke the siege, and 70 after the British occupation of Khartoum
ended.

‘SIS TSI o GO SUTAL SATAT AT oI 37 # 776 fReh,” 3egiet AFP & fortr il arell HEehre &
AT e, HeAT GART ERTEET AlS ST & Ueh Aol dTe; 3N Wy T fsifeer shest & FATST gl & 70
e 916 |

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page14



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

e Located where the White Nile, flowing from Uganda, meets the Blue Nile from Ethiopia, Tuti
is across the river from where war first broke out in April 2023, between Sudan’s army and the
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF).

SRIFE TS (FITST W 37T el IR e ATF (SFAANAAT A 37T aTel) & Foror X ey & 39
TUT & WA AT & IR § a1 33T 2023 3 F31eT b1 JeT 3R 7T YR @i wifsr (RSF)

o YT e [E E3T AT
GS Paper Il: Polity 23 April 2026
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AT 7§ IARET Tarad el 9T S gof FT WY &, g &1 Fgar

Voting for all 234 T.N. seats,
Phase 1 of Bengal polls today

I!e !]l‘l!l.l !ure!u

CHENNAI/KOLKATA

People will line up on
Thursday to vote across
234 Assembly constituen-
cies in Tamil Nadu and 152
of the total 294 constituen-
cies in the first phase of
polling in West Bengal.

For Tamil Nadu’s over
5.73 crore electors, 75,064
polling stations have been
set up in 33,133 locations.
Electronic  voting ma-
chines, including 1.06 lakh
ballot units, 75,064 control
units, and 75,064 VVPAT
units, will be deployed
across the State.

Each polling station will
have two cameras and the
proceedings will be web-
cast live. Digital platforms,
including social media
apps, television feeds, and
handles of social media in-
fluencers will be moni-
tored, officials said.

Alliances led by the
DMK and AIADMK are in
the fray, with the Naam Ta-
milar Katchi and Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam looking to

People’s choice

Polling will be held for all 234 seats in Tamil Nadu
and 152 of 294 seats in West Bengal today

TamllNadu

Polling stations

75,064 ' _ ﬁ
No. of electors

Male 2 80,30,658
Female | 2,93,04,905

Third
gender

Total

5,73,43,291

Results
on
EVE

H Phase |
Polling stations
44,378
No. of electors
Male 1,84,99,496
Femnale |1,75,77,210

Third
gender 465

¢ Total
- 3,60,77,171

PHOTO: C. VENKATACHALAPATHY

punch above their weight
in the election.

In West Bengal, the
Election Commission has
deployed more than 2,400
companies of central
armed police personnel to
ensure free and fair polls.
Around 3.60 crore voters
are eligible to cast their
votes in this phase and
polling will be held across
44,378 stations; 59,777 bal-
lot units, 59,980 control
units, and 64,466 VVPAT
machines will be deployed.

The elections are being
held after a special inten-
sive revision of electoral
rolls reduced the number
of voters in West Bengal by
almost 12% while around
68 lakh voters were re-
moved from the rolls in Ta-
mil Nadu.

The remaining 142 seats
in West Bengal will vote on
April 29, and the votes will
be counted on May 4.

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGE 5

23A. Voting for all 234 T.N.
seats, Phase 1 of Bengal polls
today

234 T.N. el W Ader, 9T
gm# Phase 1 &T 3Tl TSI

e People will line up on
Thursday to vote across 234
Assembly constituencies in Tamil
Nadu and 152 of the total 294
constituencies in the rst phase of
polling in West Bengal.

ST Thursday (FAR) T Hcfel &
T FAR & &@79Y, ST Tamil Nadu &7
234 faureraer Wt 3R West Bengal
Y el 294 HIET H & Tgel TOT I 152
Y 9T A FHE|

e For Tamil Nadu’s over 5.73
crore electors, 75,064 polling

stations have been set up in 33,133
locations.

Tamil Nadu & 5.73 &8 ¥ &«
AdeTaT3t & foIT 75,064 AGET g
33,133 TUAT I T fhU T g |

e Electronic voting machines,
including 1.06 lakh ballot units,
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75,064 control units, and 75,064 VVPAT units, will be deployed across the State.
S #T A Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) d=iTd &1 ST, i1 1.06 ar@ deie gfare,

75,064 Feter gfare 31X 75,064 VWPAT Ifae Arfdel 81
Each polling station will have two cameras and the proceedings will be webcast live.
cdeh Helglel ehe; IX & HAX giat 3R gL Fishan T live webcast foram Sea|

Digital platforms, including social media apps, television feeds, and handles of social
media influencers will be monitored, officials said.

318t o &gt foh social media apps, television feeds 3R social media influencers &

Toou afita Rfoea vaewird i fAaRTE &1 sree|

Alliances led by the DMK and AIADMK are in the fray, with the Naam Tamilar Katchi
and Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam looking to punch above their weight in the election.

DMK 3iR AIADMK & accd aTel ITGatiel YaATdl Helel # §, Siefeh Naam Tamilar Katchi 3R
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam TeTd & 379 &THAT & 31101 Y& eie it hl hifRrer a3 1@ 2

In West Bengal, the Election Commission has deployed more than 2,400 companies of
central armed police personnel to ensure free and fair polls.

West Bengal # Election Commission & forsaef 3R erifaqot #dere giaferd e & fov
2,400 W 3Tl SR TR Ifard Hafardl I Jerd fHar g

Around 3.60 crore voters are eligible to cast their votes in this phase and polling will be
held across 44,378 stations; 59,777 ballot units, 59,980 control units, and 64,466 VVPAT
machines will be deployed.

39 IOT 7 SETHIT 3.60 FIT AGGTAT AT & UTF § 3R Al 44,378 Fal I g, $aH
59,777 ¥ae IfAe, 59,980 FEreT Ifeve 31X 64,466 VVPAT Fefiet etret hr Sirdef|

The elections are being held after a special intensive revision of electoral rolls reduced
the number of voters in West Bengal by almost 12% while around 68 lakh voters were
removed from the rolls in Tamil Nadu.

Ig gTd electoral rolls & special intensive revision & dT¢ &1 & 8, fS&# West Bengal #

SIS 129 HAAGTT3it Y H#fl g5, STfeh Tamil Nadu & SITHIT 68 AT HeTaTeait T T &

g1 7|

e The remaining 142 seats in West Bengal will vote on April 29, and the votes will be
counted on May 4.

West Bengal &Y 5 142 #et 0¥ Adere 29 3rier 1 8191 33 A0 4 AE o &y Sirwaf)

Will a change in entry rules
amount to ‘invasion’, asks SC

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked if a hy-
pothetical alteration of
rules by the State of Kerala
to allow menstruating wo-
men entry into Sabarimala
temple in the name of so-
cial reform would amount
to an ‘invasion’ of religious
practice.

A nine-judge Bench
headed by the Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant is hear-
ing a series of petitions in
the Sabarimala review
case. “Suppose the Kerala
rules said the entry of wo-
men between the age of 10
to 50 is allowed to the tem-
ple in the name of social re-
form, would it be an inva-
sion or can the court say it

Pilgrims on the way to
Sabarimala. FILE PHOTO

[bar on entry] is not an es-
sential  practice  and
uphold the rules?” Justice
B.V. Nagarathna said.
Senior advocate Gopal
Subramanium, for a review
petitioner, submitted that
the rules, in the name of

reform, must not take
away devotees’ rights.

Senior advocate Aryama
Sundaram and advocate
Rohini Musa said a temple
was considered the abode
of the deity. The traditions,
beliefs and rituals of a tem-
ple would be peculiar to
the manifestation of the
deity in that shrine.

Mr. Sundaram argued
that the concept of gender
equality did not extend to
access to all places of wor-
ship. He said gender was
not part of “all classes”
mentioned in Article 25(2)
(b), which said the state
could make any law to ush-
er in “social welfare and re-
form or the throwing open
of Hindu religious institu-
tions of a public character
to all classes of Hindus”.

23A. Will achangein
entry rules amount to
‘invasion’, asks SC

F1 yaer AT &
e ‘HTaHAT ATAT
ST, g1 HIE T
Harer

e The Supreme Court
on Wednesday asked if a
hypothetical alteration of
rules by the State of Kerala
to allow menstruating
women entry into
Sabarimala temple in the

j Road, Gorakhpur
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name of social reform would amount to an ‘invasion’ of religious practice.

FNA HIE A FUAR I IO [ FIT HTel Ao SaRT Hlediareh & F [@F#T 7 Seerd wT Afdw
3t aTelt AfFTHt T FediATen HET H WAITSTR FUR o A1 0 T S I enfdte w2 &
‘TAHAT AT FATTIT

¢ A nine-judge Bench headed by the Chief Justice of India Surya Kant is hearing a series of
petitions in the Sabarimala review case.

R & HEY AT GF Fid 1 LT el wi1--IraTefiei T e FadraArer after dAwe F
& I3t T Ferars T @ B

e “Suppose the Kerala rules said the entry of women between the age of 10 to 50 is allowed to

the temple in the name of social reform, would it be an invasion or can the court say it [bar on
entry] is not an essential practice and uphold the rules?” Justice B.V. Nagarathna said.

“HleT NTSHT BTl & fozsl gt & foh 10 F 50 a¥ Y Afga3it I AT UR & 16 T AfeT
# YA Y ITAT &, 7Y 4T g JATCIHHCT G191 7 3eTolcl g Fehell © 19 T [T TR Ueh]
3T AT G & 3R TFGHAT T AR W Fehell 877 ~Arfc! a1 &Y. AR o el

e Senior advocate Gopal Subramanium, for a review petitioner, submitted that the rules, in
the name of reform, must not take away devotees’ rights.

ARG JTAGFAT AT FIHOIH, ST Ueh FIET ATeIehlehcl 1 X A A, A gl Toh UR & AT
R e Hardi o ATASRRT Y 18T Sled Tohl |
e He said gender was not part of “all classes” mentioned in Article 25(2)(b), which said the state

could make any law to usher in “social welfare and reform or the throwing open of Hindu
religious institutions of a public character to all classes of Hindus”.

Segiel et foh forar “qeft qail” ohr foearm +1€h & Sram o 3refeaie; 25(2)(b) H oo 8, Toras e
AT o T HATTSTh SHodoT 3R R ol AT Aol foleh T8 dTel fiq emfaen STt &t
Tl feg3it & foIw @ierel & foIT shiefet oot Heohell &1

REVIEW PETITIONS AND CURATIVE PETITIONS

Review Petition

e Provided under Article 137 of the Constitution of India.
e Governed by Supreme Court Rules, 2013 and Order XLVII of CPC (Civil Procedure Code).

Curative Petition

¢ Not explicitly mentioned in the Constitution.
o Created by the Supreme Court in Rupa Ashok Hurra vs. Ashok Hurra (2002) as an extraordinary
judicial remedy.

Purpose

e Review Petition: To correct apparent errors on the face of the record (clerical, factual, or legal
mistakes) in a judgment.

e Example: Wrong calculation of compensation in a judgment.

e Curative Petition: To prevent gross miscarriage of justice even after a review petition has been
dismissed.

e It acts as the last judicial resort.

Filing Authority

e Review Petition: Can be filed by the party aggrieved by the judgment.
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e Curative Petition: Can be filed by the party aggrieved, but only after exhausting both appeal and
review options.

Time Limit

o Review Petition: Must be filed within 30 days from the date of judgment/order.
e  Curative Petition: No fixed time limit in law, but must be filed within a reasonable time after
dismissal of review petition.

Bench Composition

e Review Petition: Usually heard by the same Bench of judges that delivered the original judgment
(wherever possible).
e Curative Petition: Heard by the senior-most judges of the Supreme Court, including those who
delivered the original judgment.
e Decided in chambers (not open court) unless the court orders otherwise.

Grounds

e Review Petition: Error apparent on the face of record.

e Discovery of new and important evidence not available earlier.

e Curative Petition: Violation of principles of natural justice (e.g., party not given fair hearing).
« Judge was biased or had a conflict of interest.

Candidate moves SC
against PM’s address

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Former Congress MP from
Kerala and a candidate in
the 2026 Assembly elec-
tion, T.N. Prathapan, on
Wednesday moved the Su-
preme Court against the
“inexplicable inaction” on
the part of the Election
Commission despite the
“flagrant violation” of the
Model Code of Conduct by
the airing of “partisan pol-
itical address” by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
targeting Opposition par-
ties on April 18.

The address came a day
after the Constitution (131st
Amendment) Bill was de-
feated in the Lok Sabha.

“The broadcast consti-
tuted a misuse of state ma-

chinery and official media
for electoral gain. The peti-
tioner contends that such
inaction on the part of the
Election Commission (EC)
is arbitrary, unconstitu-
tional, and constitutes an
abdication of its solemn
constitutional mandate,”
the petition, filed by advo-
cate Suvidutt M.S., said.

Show-cause notice

The plea has sought the
court to “forthwith issue a
show-cause notice to the
Prime Minister and/or the
BJP, calling upon them to
show cause as to why they
should not be held liable
for violation of Section VII
(4) of the Model Code of
Conduct and Section 123
(7) of the Representation of
the People Act, 1951.

* Preventing abuse of process of the court.

23A. Candidate moves SC against PM’s address

Sufigar A gy & A9y & Raare g
P 139 fHar

e Former Congress MP from Kerala and a candidate in
the 2026 Assembly election, T.N. Prathapan, on
Wednesday moved the Supreme Court against the
“inexplicable inaction” on the part of the Election
Commission despite the “flagrant violation” of the Model
Code of Conduct by the airing of “partisan political address”
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi targeting Opposition parties
on April 18.

IR Y gd HEN TG 3R 2026 FALRIUT T & IHGIR
T, YU A §UaR & Giig SIC & gHTd STRT 31 "SRy
ffradr & R TRi®T GRR 3, Fafd 18 3MUd BT ULHA
g Al grT fJuel ool @) aféd P g il e gemrd
oA Yae & TR0 F SR HigdT &7 WY Ieeo
BT AUTI

e The address came a day after the Constitution (131st
Amendment Bill) was defeated in the Lok Sabha.

g Iy ApgHT & Iy & 1313 Ty fAdas &
RIS 8 & T o §1G 31T

e “The broadcast constituted a misuse of state
machinery and official media for electoral gain.

T8 YR AT a1y & forg Ire7 3R SnfiamiRes WifSar & geudinT & Jam Tl

e The petitioner contends that such inaction on the part of the Election Commission (EC) is
arbitrary, unconstitutional, and constitutes an abdication of its solemn constitutional mandate,”
the petition, filed by advocate Suvidutt M.S., said.
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IrTRIhTehdl T g1l ¢ foh FoAra AT (EC) T Ol AR #Talel, 3rdenfaren & 3R 38
Hatriere shered & Fasg@ar a1 g2l §,” g Iriarer, Jftigerar glage w.oH. garT e’ i a1,
H gt 13|

Show-cause notice

FHROT 43T Afed

The plea has sought the court to “forthwith issue a show-cause notice to the Prime Minister
and/or the BJP, calling upon them to show cause as to why they should not be held liable for
violation of Section VIl (4) of the Model Code of Conduct and Section 123 (7) of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951.

ITTIRT & 3feTeld § e fohaT 31T § foh @ “eshiel eTaTas 3R/AT BIP &l HR0T Sl
Afed Sy &, ForesT qoT ST o 3o R Afgdr it arT Vil (4) 3R st gfafa e sifafas,
1951 &7 URT 123 (7) & 3ot & [T AT FIT T ST ST |”

MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT (MCC)

Model Code of Conduct is a set of guidelines issued by the Election Commission of
India (ECI) to regulate political parties and candidates during elections.

It aims to ensure free, fair, and transparent elections, which is a basic feature of the
Constitution under the doctrine of free and fair elections.

The MCC was first evolved in 1960 in Kerala and later adopted nationwide.

It was formally and comprehensively enforced by the ECl in 1991 with stronger
monitoring mechanisms.

Constitutional and Legal Basis

The MCC does not have a direct statutory backing and is not part of any law passed by
Parliament.

It derives its authority from Article 324 of the Constitution, which empowers the Election
Commission to supervise, direct, and control elections.

Certain provisions of MCC overlap with enforceable laws such as the Representation of the
People Act, 1951, Indian Penal Code, and other statutory provisions.

The Supreme Court has repeatedly upheld the wide powers of the ECl under Article 324 to
enforce the MCC.

Objectives of MCC

To ensure a level playing field for all political parties and candidates.

To prevent misuse of official machinery by the ruling party.

To maintain ethical standards in election campaigning.

To avoid practices that may aggravate social tensions such as casteism, communalism, or hate
speech.

Key Features of MCC

The MCC is divided into eight parts dealing with various aspects of election conduct.

It covers general conduct, meetings, processions, polling day behaviour, polling booths,
observers, party in power, and election manifestos.

It includes both dos and don’ts for political actors.
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e Itis applicable to political parties, candidates, ministers, and government officials.

Enforcement and Duration of MCC

e The MCC comes into force immediately after the announcement of the election schedule
by the ECI, not merely the notification.

e It remains in force until the completion of the election process, including results.

e In multi-phase elections, it continues until the last phase concludes.

e The ECl enforces MCC through advisories, warnings, censure, FIRs, and temporary
campaign bans.

Women win many unreserved

panchayat seats, says Centre

Data show that the number of women representatives exceeded the quota in just 10 States and

UT:s by up to 5 percentage points; four did not meet the quota, while five had just enough

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

head of National
A Panchayati Raj Day

on Friday, the Un-
ion government, in a state-
ment on Wednesday, said
that with reservation of
seats, women made up ov-
er 49.7% of the elected re-
presentatives in  pan-
chayats in the country, and
they were winning unre-
served seats as well in “sig-
nificant numbers”.

While the Constitution
mandates a 33% reserva-
tion for women in urban
and rural local bodies, 19
States and Union Territo-
ries have extended 50% of
the seats for them.

However, government
data submitted to Parlia-
ment in 2025 showed that
the number of women re-
presentatives exceeded the
prescribed quota in just 10
States and Union Territo-
ries and by up to 5 percen-
tage points. Four States
and Union Territories did
not meet the quota, while
five have just enough wo-
men to meet the reserva-
tion percentage.

Officials told The Hindu
that the Ministry did not
maintain any specific data
on the absolute number of
women elected to pan-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Political engagement: A panchayat leader heading a gram sabha
meeting in a village in Tamil Nadu. FILE PHOTO

chayat positions from re-
served and unreserved
seats, and neither did it
maintain panchayat-wise
data centrally.

The Centre’s Constitu-
tion Amendment Bill to ad-
vance the next delimita-
tion exercise and
introduce women’s reser-
vation in Parliament and
the Assemblies was defeat-
ed in the Lok Sabha recent-
ly.

In the statement, the
Panchayati Raj Ministry
said the panchayats repre-
sented “one of the most re-
markable examples of wo-
men’s political
empowerment”, adding
that provisions had been
made to ensure their re-
presentation in local self-

governments. It said there
were 24.41 lakh elected
panchayat representatives
across the country, of
whom 12.14 lakh were wo-
men (49.75%).

“Crucially, women are
not only occupying re-
served seats but winning
unreserved seats in signifi-
cant numbers, reflecting a
genuine and deepening
shift in grassroots political
culture,” the Ministry
added.

However, according to
State-wise data on repre-
sentation among elected
panchayat officials tabled
by the government in Par-
liament in April 2025, the
quota for women is not
met in Gujarat, Haryana,
Tripura, and Dadra and
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Nagar Haveli and Daman
and Diu. While all these
States and Union Territo-
ries are meant to provide
50% quota for women,
Gujarat has 49.9%, Harya-
na 42.12%, Tripura 45.25%,
and Dadra and Nagar Have-
li and Daman and Diu
31.97%. Apart from this,
States such as Andhra Pra-
desh, Himachal Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, and Sik-
kim are seen meeting the
50% quota for women
exactly.

The States such as Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Goa, Bi-
har, Chhattisgarh, Jhark-
hand, Kerala and
Rajasthan were among the
ones where the women’s
quota was seen as exceed-
ing, but by about 0-5 per-
centage points.

In Arunachal Pradesh,
where 33% quota is provid-
ed, women make up over
38% of elected panchayat
representatives.

On the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, over
35.6% representatives are
women as against a 33%
quota. In States where 50%
reservation is provided for,
the highest proportion of
women representatives
was seen in Chhattisgarh,
where 54.78% panchayat
representatives are
women.
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23A. Women win many unreserved panchayat seats, says Centre

AT F§ FARTAT Tarad el W ST gof T W) &, Fg F71 Fga

Data show that the number of women representatives exceeded the quota in just 10 States
and U.T.s by up to 5 percentage points; four did not meet the quota, while five had just
enough.

31 fe@ra § o dhaer 10 U=t 3R g eanfaa weait 7 Afgen gfafaft fr e Fer & fow
@, 3R ag o JTfeehca 5 GTRIA 37eh Teh; TR & shiel YT &6 TohaT, STafeh qier & dhael gAeed
& @

Ahead of National Panchayati Raj Day on Friday, the Union government, in a statement on
Wednesday, said that with reservation of seats, women made up over 49.7% of the elected

representatives in panchayats in the country, and they were winning unreserved seats as well
in “significant numbers”.

USRI T ASET TR T f&aH F Teel, 1T THR o JUAR Y SIT=T H gl Toh el &
3TRETOT & 1Y A H GArIdT H Afger gfaffaay Hr aear 49.7% @ 3w g s §, 3R T
IARTE Hiet o) o “Hgeaqot F&ar 7 St @1 ¢

While the Constitution mandates a 33% reservation for women in urban and rural local
bodies, 19 States and Union Territories have extended 50% of the seats for them.

e el 3R amEor T At & Afgensit & o 33% 31ReTor FT graUTe adarg,
AfeheT 19 T=aT 317 Fg anffT Uit ¥ 53 Tt 3 forw 50% WE FI T

However, government data submitted to Parliament in 2025 showed that the number of
women representatives exceeded the prescribed quota in just 10 States and Union Territories
and by up to 5 percentage points.

gTeATeh, 2025 A HHE H YEJd FRRRT ST & 3R hael 10 T IR ey M geit 7 Afger
iRt S gear e wie & it Y, 3R ag o sifteda 5 gfderd siew |

Four States and Union Territories did not meet the quota, while five have just enough women
to meet the reservation percentage.

R T 3R s A Fe=r hieT G AET I 91T, STaifeh iel H RET0T G I &t & fow
I gTe AfgenT ot
Officials told The Hindu that the Ministry did not maintain any specific data on the absolute

number of women elected to panchayat positions from reserved and unreserved seats, and
neither did it maintain panchayat-wise data centrally.

3SR & The Hindu &Y SaTAT 76 T & 919 3RTAT 3R 3R ET diel ¥ varad 9ef
ol 1S AT BT ot T 7 1S FAfASe SeT AGT ¥, 3N 7 &Y TATIA-aR 3T FEHT TR W
@M ST 8

The Centre’s Constitution Amendment Bill to advance the next delimitation exercise and
introduce women'’s reservation in Parliament and the Assemblies was defeated in the Lok
Sabha recently.

e 1 TfaersT g f9aes, St 3reTer IRENAT 3731 &Y 39 Fei 3R e g fFemagemst
A AT & ITRETT T AE] Fe & TT AT, 8Tl €1 F AhgHT H WRITAT g1 a1

In the statement, the Panchayati Raj Ministry said the panchayats represented “one of the
most remarkable examples of women’s political empowerment”, adding that provisions had
been made to ensure their representation in local self-governments.

FITT H AT ST HATA o el foh T “ATGAT3AT o TsTeiifcieh aRIfFdenor & gad
SeolTaA 3eTE0N # | U 8, 3R Ig o ST foh Ty Taemaet # 3aeht sefierty giafRad
FA & forw uraens frw e |

It said there were 24.41 lakh elected panchayat representatives across the country, of
whom 12.14 lakh were women (49.75%).
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S el foh 2T 8 H Tl 24.41 v fovaifra damaa wfafafer €, S & 12.14 are afemd

(49.75%) &1

“Crucially, women are not only occupying reserved seats but winning unreserved seats in
significant numbers, reflecting a genuine and deepening shift in grassroots political culture,”
the Ministry added.

“HEcd 0T &9 &, ATGT Sl IRTETT el & g1 dfoen RiEd del o of 98 dear &
ST BT 8, ST SIS TsTatlfcreh EEepicl 7 arEideh 3R ITeT deenrd GRffar 8, HATerd o SiisT|

However, according to State-wise data on representation among elected panchayat officials
tabled by the government in Parliament in April 2025, the quota for women is not met in
Guijarat, Haryana, Tripura, and Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu.

gTeifeh, el 2025 # THe, H YT ASAAR ST o 3 HR, JSRT, §RATOM, FFRT AR erer @
IR el TG GAT 3R G 3 Afrem3it 7 pleT 0 e g3 |

While all these States and Union Territories are meant to provide 50% quota for women,
Gujarat has 49.9%, Haryana 42.12%, Tripura 45.25%, and Dadra and Nagar Haveli and
Daman and Diu 31.97%.

gTeTifeh o7 Tof T2t 3R ohg enfld ucelt & A3 & fow 50% 3mReor fAeTRa §, aifsheT
TSI # 49.9%, FRATOM & 42.12%, TAGRT & 45.25% 3R ST Td IR gaoll AT ST AR §ra
#31.97% %I

Apart from this, States such as Andhra Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and
Sikkim are seen meeting the 50% quota for women exactly.

Eoh 3TITaT 31T 92T, fgaATae ucer, ALy ucer 3R RAfFwa o Uo7 Afgansit & fow 50% Hier
foespe o v e £
The States such as Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Kerala and

Rajasthan were among the ones where the women’s quota was seen as exceeding, but by
about 0-5 percentage points.

3T &2, MaT, [9eR, SEeTe, STRES, $hiel 3R TTEATT 39 Tt 7 AT § STar
ﬂ%maﬁamaﬁamgraargwﬁ,amwaWO—S gfaerd 3 d= &1l

In Arunachal Pradesh, where 33% quota is provided, women make up over 38% of elected
panchayat representatives.

TS IG2T H, SgT 33% 3MRETVT 8, Jgl AfgellV faaiad darad gfafa ol # 38% & sfasw
gl

On the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, over 35.6% representatives are women as against a
33% quota.

AT 3R TARITR gdT FHg H, 33% e & Hhraol 35.6% AT Afgen? g1

In States where 50% reservation is provided for, the highest proportion of women
representatives was seen in Chhattisgarh, where 54.78% panchayat representatives are
women.

STET 50% 3HRETOT 19 B, del Fard 3Tk Afger yfafafRrdt o1 sreyare oefraers # < arar, st
54.78% TaTId Fia ey aAfgend g1
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‘Toxic workplaces take lives of 8.4 lakh people annually’

‘RAYTFd FRITY &1 TTT 8.4 TF ANl Y Il o &
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“Toxic workplaces take lives
of 8.4 lakh people annually’

A.M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

More than 8,40,000 peo-
ple die each year around
the globe from health con-
ditions linked to psychoso-
cial risks, including long
working hours, job inse-
curity, and workplace ha-
rassment, according to a
new global report by the
International Labour Or-
ganization (ILO) released
in Geneva on Wednesday.

These work-related psy-
chosocial risks are mainly
associated with cardiovas-
cular diseases and mental
disorders, including sui-
cide, according to the re-
port titled “The psychoso-
cial working environment:
global developments and
pathways for action”.

The report prescribes
policy interventions at
both levels of government
and industry to address
the situation, along with
empowering collectivisa-

The report calls for

olicy interventions
at both central and
State levels of

government

tion of the workforce.

The report said work-re-
lated psychosocial risks re-
present a major and grow-
ing threat to workers’
safety and health, organi-
sational productivity, and
broader economic perfor-
mance. Psychosocial risk
factors are responsible for
more than  8,40,000
deaths annually due to as-
sociated  cardiovascular
diseases and mental disor-
ders, the report added.
“These risks also lead to
nearly 45 million disability-
adjusted life years (DALYs)
lost each year. The com-
bined impact of cardiovas-
cular disease and mental
disorders associated with
psychosocial risk factors is

estimated to result in 1.37%
of global GDP lost annual-
ly,” the report said.

“The ILO estimates that
globally, 35% of workers
work more than 48 hours
per week. Exposure to bul-
lying and other forms of
violence and harassment is
another major concern.
The ILO estimates that 23%
of workers globally have
experienced at least one
form of violence or harass-
ment in their working life,
with psychological vio-
lence being the most pre-
valent at 18%,” the report
said.

The ILO estimated the fi-
gure of over 840,000
deaths per year by using
two key sources of evi-
dence, including the global
prevalence of five major
psychosocial risk factors at
work — job strain, effort-re-
ward imbalance, job inse-
curity, long working hours,
and workplace bullying
and harassment.

23A. ‘Toxic workplaces take
lives of 8.4 lakh people
annually’

‘RAYTFT FTEITT g 1T 8.4
ATE AN Y 1T o &

e More than 8,40,000 people
die each year around the globe from
health conditions linked to
psychosocial risks, including long
working hours, job insecurity, and
workplace harassment, according to a
new global report by the
International Labour Organization
(ILO) released in Geneva on
Wednesday.

gferaT s 7 g3 a9 8,40,000 & A+
AT Tareey YAt & HROT FRA § S
AR AR & e el €,
TSreTe ot &l wie, atend 1 3rgeeT
AR FRIETE R 3cdiET anfAa €, 7%
ST TARTSET 53 TS (ILO) Fhr
Teh s Igs RAE A g ¢, st
AR P oot 31 STy ¥ 77|

e These work-related
psychosocial risks are mainly

associated with cardiovascular diseases and mental disorders, including suicide, according to
the report titled “The psychosocial working environment: global developments and pathways
for action”.

Ig HI-HaHh AAREATIS NQA HET &9 F geg W91 3R ARl Fari @ o ¢, o
3MTcHgcaT 3 enfAer §, T 91 “The psychosocial working environment: global developments
and pathways for action” siTHe RAE 7 T TS 1

e The report prescribes policy interventions at both levels of government and industry to
address the situation, along with empowering collectivisation of the workforce.

Rte 7 s Rufa ¥ fAges & T eR 3R 36T alar TRi W A9 gEdard adT Sride
& AIHfEHIHOT I FAF Tl T RAGIR T TS B

e The report said work-related psychosocial risks represent a major and growing threat to
workers’ safety and health, organisational productivity, and broader economic performance.

RaTE 2 gt a1 § 7o hre-Tarel AAraTATIoE & A Hht hr Gt 3R Ty, Horocah
Wﬁmmmhaﬁﬁwwaammgaﬂm%l

e Psychosocial risk factors are responsible for more than 8,40,000 deaths annually due to
associated cardiovascular diseases and mental disorders, the report added.

RAIE 7 31T gl AT § o AAITATT SIS ANTEH FRE T g6 N9 3R ARAS [Foari &

HROT 9fa ¥ 8,40,000 ¥ 3 #Atal & fow SFAer £

e “These risks also lead to nearly 45 million disability-adjusted life years (DALYs) lost each
year.

“q STGH T ¥ orarstar 45 FAfAweT Rwamrar-gamnfaa shaa a¥ (DAL Ys) & Toharet 1 HRoT
oy s &1
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The combined impact of cardiovascular disease and mental disorders associated with
psychosocial risk factors is estimated to result in 1.37% of global GDP lost annually, the
report said.

RAlE & ITAR, HAATATTSTR ST HRHT T S g AT IR AR [GhRT 1 T F811a
wfer a¥ 3Rash GDP o IaT$TaT 1.37% THUIeT T HRUT Felcll &

“The ILO estimates that globally, 35% of workers work more than 48 hours per week.

“ILO T 31T & o ARk TR oY 35% #fa Uiy aeclrg 48 6 & 31fReh h1e X &
Exposure to bullying and other forms of violence and harassment is another major concern.
3cdise 3R 35T TR FT TEAT TUT GHRT T FHAT el Ueh R 737 far 7 lawa g

The ILO estimates that 23% of workers globally have experienced at least one form of
violence or harassment in their working life, with psychological violence being the most
prevalent at 18%, the report said.

ILO T 37 A1 ¢ o afRaeh TR W 23% HTADT ¥ 379 T g # fmdr o7 vy g i ffar
T ScdiseT o1 37781 Toha &, TSIEaT 18% o A1y ATl fEar e 3fereh u1$ Sire ¢

The ILO estimated the figure of over 840,000 deaths per year by using two key sources of
evidence, including the global prevalence of five major psychosocial risk factors at work — job
strain, effort-reward imbalance, job insecurity, long working hours, and workplace bullying and
harassment.

ILO & 9fcY a¥ 840,000 ¥ 3rflreh Hidl &hr 3eTTT &l Y@ T1eat & TR T oo &, foee
HIEIEY TR Wl YW HANATHISTR SITEH RehT 1 3fRaeh caTaehalt MTA § — Aol T Felr,
TATH-SATH 3T ela, FAlhdT ehT 3L, o e He, 3R HRIEY T eaHeh! Td Sedisa|
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it Rrard

23A | 23 killed in Nigeria in 3 separate attacks linked to militants, bandits

ATSSRAT 7 3qraTfedt 3R SHal § T3 3 IreTer-3rerar gl A 23 F Al
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Common concerns
India and South Korea can coordinate
on weathering geopolitical storms

s trengthening trade and technology ties

between India and Republic of Korea
(South Korea) was at the top of the list of
outcomes from the two-day visit of President Lee
Jae Myung to Delhi and meetings with Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi. The visit, eight years after
the last by a South Korean President and seven
since Mr. Modi’s trip to Seoul, was long overdue
and focused on building futuristic ties amid the
recent global turmoil. The two leaders commit-
ted to taking trade levels to $50 billion by the end
of the decade, launched a joint vision for the In-
dia-RoK Special Strategic Partnership, framework
statements on shipbuilding and maritime logis-
tics, energy resource security and sustainability,
and signed 15 memoranda of understanding on
cooperation in a number of economic areas. In
particular, the two nations are seeking to use Ko-
rean technology skill and India’s capacity to scale
to build partnerships in critical minerals and
quantum computing as they have in manufactur-
ing heavy equipment and consumer goods; a
number of Korean companies are household
names in India, which has become the largest
production base for many of these companies.
Despite the present-day successes, an ancient
history dating back to Korean princess Suriratna
(also known as Heo Hwang-ok) who was believed
to have travelled from “Ayuta” or Ayodhya, and
plans for the future, India-South Korea ties have
belied their potential. The current level of $27 bil-
lion in bilateral trade is particularly low for two
economies among the world’s top 15 by GDP. Ko-
rean dramas and K-pop are popular in India
while Indian cultural and religious influence is
evident in South Korea; yet, tourist flows remain
low, and each has fewer than 15,000 resident ex-
patriates. Before his departure to Vietnam from
India, President Lee pointed out that while In-
dia’s population is 15 times larger than Vietnam’s,
India has just 12,000 Korean residents while Viet-
nam has 2,00,000. Closer ties between them will
require greater efforts for political and strategic
relations, building stronger ties in the Indo-Pacif-
ic, and fast-tracking talks for the CEPA trade
agreement which has failed to be finalised des-
pite talks. Welcoming Mr. Lee, Mr. Modi listed
three qualities — “democratic values, a market
economy, and respect for the rule of law” — as
“deeply embedded in the DNA” of both nations.
Both countries have many common concerns
and have much to lose at present from the effects
of the U.S.-Israel war with Iran, disruptions in
maritime trade and long-term energy shortages.
The visit was a timely opportunity for India and
Korea to seek new ways to engage with each oth-
er, and develop a common outlook on weather-
ing future shocks arising from the war.

23A. Common concerns

e R

e Strengthening trade and technology ties between
India and Republic of Korea (South Korea) was at the top
of the list of outcomes from the two-day visit of
President Lee Jae Myung to Delhi and meetings with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

R 3R FINET TR (G AT FIREm & dig s sk
SR et Y Foraer el Tty A o T 7 R
AT 3R TEIAHAT 73 HIET & WY SSeh! & JHE TROTHAT 7
QA AT

e Theylaunched a joint vision for the India-RoK
Special Strategic Partnership.

Srgiel HRA-HINAT Ay orelifers arstert F fow wywa gfte
eI T
e Framework statements were issued on shipbuilding

and maritime logistics, energy resource security and
sustainability.

W ERGT ST SR T 17|

e They signed 15 memoranda of understanding on
cooperation in various economic areas.

3egial [AffesT 3 &3 7 ggAeT & faw 15 gasttar A=y

X gEATER [
e The two nations are seeking to combine Korean
technology skill with India’s scaling capacity.

QXA 2r FRATE et Hlerer 3117 3R Y RFAR a177aT FH°Y
AT AT AR &

e They aim to build partnerships in critical minerals
and quantum computing.

3 Ageaqor @iwat 3R FaiesH Fegfeer 7 Qe = apd
gl

e The current bilateral trade of $27 billion is low for
two top economies.

TAHATT 27 I ST HT EAY&IT SATIR T T3 HATTEATIHT &
fow HA gl

e There is an ancient link through princess Suriratna
(Heo Hwang-ok) believed to have come from Ayuta
(Ayodhya).

alelt &2t & ey Ueh T Haer TrFHARY GRIcT (e Eaiar-30a) § 37 &, fofee e (3raea)

T 3T AT AT 8

e Korean dramas and K-pop are popular in India.
FINATE 3T 3R F-919 9IRT & AR &

¢ Indian cultural and religious influence is evident in South Korea.
SR WiEp T 31 it s favoT R o RS 3 31

e However, tourist flows remain low and expatriate numbers are limited.

gTelifeh, T Y T&aT A & 3R varfaat Hr gear o DfFa g1
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¢ India has about 12,000 Korean residents, while Vietham has 2,00,000.
R H SI9THIT 12,000 FIRATE faaredt &, Stafer faad=1mer 7 2,00,000 €1
e Talks for the CEPA trade agreement need to be fast-tracked.

CEPA SR WA & fIT a1al il df el T 3T har &

e Mr. Modi highlighted democratic values, market economy, and rule of law as common

traits.

A o RIS Hed, AR FATTEAT 3 FTefeT HT AT I TS TAATATE AT
e Both countries face challenges from the U.S.-Israel war with Iran.
alett 331 IARFT-Forrser AR AT Jer & THTET T FTHeAT A I 2
e They are affected by maritime trade disruptions and energy shortages.
d FHE SR ATt 3R 3 dwe 4 gariad €
e The visit was a timely opportunity to deepen engagement and develop a common outlook.

Ig AT FHANAT IrawT AT, ST FEAIeT Y e T ST Heh 3R AT gfSeehioT faeniiie

T ST T |

KANO

23 killed in Nigeria in 3 separate
attacks linked to militants, bandits

r

AFP

At least 23 people, including three children, were killed on Tuesday
in three separate attacks blamed on jihadists and criminal gangs in
Nigeria, according to security reports. Suspected Boko Haram
jihadists killed 11 people in a raid on a village in Borno state, while
12 others were killed in attacks on two villages in Zamfara state. AFp

23A. 23 killed in Nigeria in 3 separate
attacks linked to militants, bandits

ATSSHRAT H ayarfeat 3K sFal & 93 3
3TOTaT-37elT gl | 23 iy AlT

o Atleast 23 people, including three
children, were killed on Tuesday in three separate
attacks blamed on jihadists and criminal gangs in
Nigeria, according to security reports.

et Ralel & 3aR, HITedR T Argeiiar &
g 3R 3T ARIET gan fove 31w et rereT-
3T gHAT H A & A 23 T, [STH et s
fAe §, AR 1T

e Suspected Boko Haram jihadists killed 11
people in a raid on a village in Borno state, while
12 others were killed in attacks on two villages in
Zamfara state.

gfezer a1 g TSt o a1af T & v a1

WEHS F 11 AN Y g1 X &, ST THBRT TS & &l Iar T gHell & 12 Heg AT AR

|

GS Paper 111: Economy

23 April 2026

TOPICS COVERED

23A | Beyond trade deals to building a new architecture

AU GHSAAT & 3T gghT Tk A TIGAT FT AATOT

Number of counterfeit products seized by Amazon

AT EART STed fHT T Aol IcTET Y HEAT

People with ‘zero’ electricity bills after solar system adoption

e RAFeH 9T F 1€ ‘Yo’ asrell faer arer ar

Norms tweaked to blend non-petroleum sources with ATF
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Beyond trade deals to building a new architecture

two major trade agreements — the

India-European Union (EU) Free Trade
Agreement, and a deal with the United States that
lowered American tariffs on Indian goods. The
EU deal was called the “mother of all deals”. The
U.S. agreement was seen as a strategic reset. Both
are real achievements.

But these deals also reveal a deeper problem:
the system that allowed countries such as India to
trade freely is breaking down. What you can buy
and sell increasingly depends on politics, not just
economics. No country can make everything it
needs. India has great software engineers but
needs advanced computer chips from Taiwan. It
makes generic medicines but relies on China for
the chemical ingredients. It has a huge market
but needs technology and investment from
others. For the past few decades, the global
economy flowed smoothly — buy from whoever
made things the best and cheapest. If someone
refused to sell unfairly, international bodies
would step in. The world operated on rules that
countries mostly honoured. That is how India
built its pharmaceutical industry and South Korea
became a tech giant.

ln just a few days in early 2026, India signed

Politics dictates access

Today, access to what you need — computer
chips, rare minerals and medical supplies —
depends on world politics. The U.S. and China
selectively block the sale of critical goods and
services, using economic power as a tool of
control. The international organisations meant to
enforce fair trade have been sidelined.

China has restricted certain exports during
territorial disputes with India. India imports a
large share of its Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredients from China — the chemical base for
generic drugs. Similar dependencies exist in
electronics, solar panels and rare earth minerals.
After the Galwan Valley clashes in 2020, China
demonstrated its willingness to weaponise these

Arindam

Goswami

Research Analyst

in the High-Tech
Geopolitics
Programme

at the Takshashila
Institution, Bengaluru

Ashwin Prasad
Staff Research Analyst
in the Advanced
Military Technology
and Outer Space
Programme

at the Takshashila
Institution, Bengaluru

India must
move from
managing
relationships
with major
powers (o
building
partnerships

with equals

trade lines. The U.S., despite positioning itself as
India’s strategic ally against China, has also used
trade as leverage. In August 2025, Washington
imposed additional tariffs on Indian goods to
punish India for buying Russian energy
resources. The economic damage was sudden
and widespread. Markets took a hit. Foreign
investors pulled out. South Korea and Canada
also believed that they had solid deals with the
Donald Trump administration, only to face new
threats and renegotiations shortly after.

Historically, India could turn to Russia as a
counterweight. But that option has weakened
since the Ukraine war. Western sanctions have
cut Russia off from global technology networks,
and it now depends heavily on China for markets
and political support. Where India once had
room to manoeuvre between major powers, its
choices have narrowed

Dependence on either the U.S. or China for
critical supply chains now carries unacceptable
risks. They are bilateral arrangements subject to
political shifts. They are tactical wins. India needs
along-term strategy alongside them.

Move toward smaller, focused partnerships
India’s current approach of maintaining ties with
all major powers without getting too close to any
is no longer sufficient. The alternative is sectoral
plurilateralism, as geopolitical backstops for
dealing with volatile powers. Instead of forming
large groups around vague shared values, India
should build smaller, focused partnerships with a
few countries in specific sectors. These groups
would allow middle powers to set standards,
develop capabilities, and create real
interdependence on their own terms.

There is precedent for this. In 1951, six
European countries formed the Coal and Steel
Community, focused on just those two industries.
By linking their supply chains, they made conflict
too costly, even before any political union
existed. They built trust through practical

cooperation, not declarations. Within a decade,
this became the foundation of the EU.

This approach turns India’s capabilities into
lasting leverage instead of bargaining chips in
one-off negotiations. India’s UPI payment system
handles massive transaction volumes. Its Aadhaar
identity system and DigiLocker platform are
models that dozens of developing countries want
to copy. A group of countries building shared,
open-source digital standards could create a real
alternative to China’s surveillance model and
America’s big tech platforms. No bilateral trade
deal delivers that kind of influence.

Consider artificial intelligence (AI). The world
has two main players — U.S. companies
dominating foundation models and Chinese firms
building their own systems. But France leads in
open-weight Al research, the United Arab
Emirates has investment capital, Japan
manufactures advanced chips, and India has
engineering talent and a large market. Together,
they could build and export an open Al system to
markets in Africa and Asia where neither the
American nor Chinese options fit well. Whoever
sets technical standards in emerging markets first
usually keeps the advantage.

The starting point

India should begin with three pilot partnerships —
in space, digital infrastructure, and AI - where it
has proven capabilities and prospective partners.
have urgent needs. These groups need real
authority: the ability to set binding standards in
their sectors without waiting for approval from
U.S.-led or China-dominated global bodies. A
partnership that can certify drug supply chains or
set Al safety rules for its members is power.

A country that only manages relationships with
big powers is reacting. Building partnerships with
equals is shaping the future. India needs to move
from one to the other.

The views expressed are personal

23A. Beyond trade deals to building a new architecture

AR ASIET & 3T TG T S HIGAT HT fAATOT

o Injust afew daysin early 2026, India signed two major trade agreements — the India-

European Union (EU) Free Trade Agreement, and a deal with the United States that
lowered American tarie s on Indian goods.

2026 Y YTITA A Fo & Al &, 5 7 &Y 9@ AR A FhT — Rd-gOdT | (EV)

Had SR FAgitar AR agaa o7 AR F 7y v wweian, foee SR avgat W
AR e 7 )
e The EU deal was called the “mother of all deals”.
EU TFsid & “asit gasitat 1 Sa«r g o)
e The U.S. agreement was seen as a strategic reset.
IARHT gAY Teh T Jeadder & &9 A @ |
e Both are real achievements.
QAT &1 I IUAteudT ¢ |
e Butthese deals also reveal a deeper problem: the system that allowed countries such as
India to trade freely is breaking down.

AfFT T gaEla v T FHEAT F 37 3SAPR FA B 98 TOTl fde R Si¥ 821 &t TadT

Y W AR e T AT &, T 319 g W el

e What you can buy and sell increasingly depends on politics, not just economics.

39 T WS 3R S Tohd §, TE 319 ol ITAET 8] dlodh Telelia W IR FIATAT@T &
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No country can make everything it needs.
Fig ofr &1 3rur gefr mawa'\:aﬁmaﬁamml
India has great software engineers but needs advanced computer chips from Taiwan.

HRT & 9T 3chse AIFEAAT SN 8, Afehet 38 am@arer ¥ 3eeiad wege farew 1 rraegehall
el

It makes generic medicines but relies on China for chemical ingredients.

Ig AANF EaT¢ FATdT &, Hfehet THATAF 3rgaal & Tow ey o e

It has a huge market but needs technology and investment from others.

$H& ITH Ueh [320TeTl SToTR &, Afehe] 38 370 o2l & FigAfr 3ix fader fr smaeasrar g g1
For decades, the global economy worked on efficiency and cost advantage.

&R e dTaeh 3rdieae T gatar 3 amera amer o 3menid W&

If someone refused to sell unfairly, international bodies would intervene.

I 1S S IEAT T & et T SAPN HIAT AT, AT HAWTENT HEATT FEARTT Fedt o |

The world operated on rules that countries mostly honoured.

gfera fargat a 3menRa oY, TSietent Jifershrer it & drefet fohar|

That is how India built its pharmaceutical industry and South Korea became a tech giant.

ST JehR IR & 31T BIATEG el 3T fashfaic fohar 3R afaror i veh wiefarhy
HERITEFd =T

Politics dictates access / Teelifar qgirﬁm‘rﬁ?rm?h%

Today, access to critical goods — chips, minerals, medical supplies — depends on
geopolitics.

3TeT Hgeaqet arqt — Frew, whorr, Rrftcar smqfed — aw g sp-Terehfer o freR el @1
The U.S. and China use economic power to block critical goods and services.
AR i =ier 3 e o 3ueT o Ageayot avqgat i Famit w1 dwa ¥
International trade institutions have been sidelined.

HAWTSET ATIR FEYTE 319 FITAYA 9T Tolt 18 § |

China restricted exports during territorial disputes with India.

T of AR & T 84 Ramet & el aTa W afaser eem|

India depends heavily on China for Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (API).
HRT AR BTANE e HaId (API) & TIT et oY 3rcg e e g

Similar dependencies exist in electronics, solar panels and rare earth minerals.
ST JehR b f1eiReT serreiforsd, W Yerer 3k geler qeat wlasit 7 shr &

After the Galwan Valley clashes (2020), China showed it could weaponise trade.
TN TTE FEY (2020) F 91G el o @ foh I8 IR $Y §fAAR 91 FHhaT 8
The U.S. also used trade as leverage against India.

IARET A HT HRA & FEATF AR F ga1F & WU & FT H STAATSA haT|

In August 2025, it imposed additional tariffs for buying Russian energy.

IITEA 2025 H, 381 Tl ST @eat & FHROT HTARFT Yok AT

The impact was sudden and widespread.

ST T3TT 3raTeTe 3T a9 o)

Markets fell and foreign investors withdrew.

IR IR 710 3R Rgeht @aers i ge arv)

Countries like South Korea and Canada also faced renegotiations and threats.

afyor PR it F=rsT SR it 1 o g arat st el T AT Fe aaT

India earlier relied on Russia as a counterweight, but this has weakened post Ukraine war.

T TEel T Y HJolel & T A IYANT FIAT AT, Afchat gt JEY o 1C; TE HeAIN &1 31T
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Western sanctions have cut Russia off from global technology networks.
afRasr wfaeut & 78 I dRawF e deas F raer = @ |

Russia now depends heavily on China.

TH S DT g6 o diet I fasiR g

India’s strategic room to manoeuvre has narrowed.

HRA $I WA Feea H g AT ¢

Dependence on either the U.S. or China now carries unacceptable risks.
e AR AT et R R et @A ooy AT B

These are bilateral and politically driven arrangements.

¥ gfRmafir stk Terifas w7 & garfora saaeant 8

They may deliver short-term gains but not long-term security.

Y eI o181 & Tehl &, elfeheT refehiforeh &t +1ei|

India needs a long-term strategic approach alongside them.

HI T SoTah AIY-HTY Teh drdapiford TTeifere §fSeahlor 30eTlel T 3Taedehd &

Move toward smaller, focused partnerships / 8¢, Hfgd AEigrY ¥ 3R TG=T

India’s current approach of maintaining ties with all major powers without getting too close to
any is no longer sufficient.

SR T ATl GSeehioT, Tores ag el o ATFCTAl o ATY HILT FATT I & olfeheT fohall o
8 et foiehe 16T ST, 319 qaiTed =781 &

The alternative is sectoral plurilateralism, as geopolitical backstops for dealing with volatile
powers.

W%m@m (sectoral plurilateralism), Sit 3R fFTAT & fvest & fow vah 8-
ST Ish TERT UeTeT Hic g

Instead of forming large groups around vague shared values, India should build smaller,
focused partnerships with a few countries in specific sectors.

3TEASE HST Hed & HTUR W T8 HHE Tellel o ol HR i fafRrse & & o ol & ary
1), HT wrgteRAt = g

These groups would allow middle powers to set standards, develop capabilities, and
create real interdependence on their own terms.

3 ogg Aey AfFal F A fAuiRa w3, amart fRsfa Fe 3 aeafas weR fiar
Tt 1 3TAT G

There is precedent for this.

g fere g Serexor Alsge €1

In 1951, six European countries formed the Coal and Steel Community, focused on just
those two industries.

1951 #, B JUI G2t F sharel a 3N TR higed PRI AR FTATT FHETT T IS fha|
By linking their supply chains, they made conflict too costly.

37oatt 3mafet AEenat F AT, gl HEY A IS A F=1T T

They built trust through practical cooperation, not declarations.

3cgiel TIVUTT3T & Sol SATaglNe TgA9T & ATLTH § faamy S|

Within a decade, this became the foundation of the European Union (EU).

T G2 & AR, g AT | (EV) 1 &g o7 9127

This approach turns India’s capabilities into lasting leverage instead of bargaining chips.
T GIRCHITT HRA 1 STHAAT3 T FEHTSN & ATer=t & Ty FUrit womaerfad 7 sgadr g |
India’s UPI payment system handles massive transaction volumes.

IR T UP| $T3TTeT FOTTT TreiTel SieT-Set HefTelelt & |
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Its Aadhaar identity system and DigiLocker platform are global models.

P YR gg=TeT Jorren 3iX FBfSraiet caewie IRas Az §1

A group building shared open-source digital standards could offer an alternative to
China’s surveillance model and America’s big tech platforms.

WIS 3eT-W BfSree At &1 AT e arer g =@ & Mo Asd AR sARET F a3
Thah CACHTAT FT [Ahed TS HT TohdT ¢

No bilateral trade deal delivers that kind of influence.

g T gfausla camaR aAsiiar 9 YR &1 9HG 61 ol

Consider artificial intelligence (Al).

F e et (Al) W AR Y|

The world has two main players — U.S. companies and Chinese firms.

gfevan a1 &Y yog et & — srafefr daforat sk <t waf|

But France leads in open-weight Al research, UAE has capital, Japan manufactures
chips, and India has talent and market.

AfheT i 3TeT-dT Al JeTHTe 3 ol §, S & 91 Tl &, STt FRrew qerean ¢, 3R oRa &
e gt i AR §

Together, they could build an open Al system for Africa and Asia markets.

Ao, I AT 3R TR F IR & T Ueh g Al yorrelt fasrfad a% ashd £

Whoever sets technical standards first gains long-term advantage.

S gl dehetiehY ATAS fAUTRT a1 &, 3T Srelaifore aret fAerar gl

The starting point / TR fag

India should begin with three pilot partnerships — space, digital infrastructure, and Al.
AR T eter TN wrgteat — sraRer, Bfoea srgavasn 3 Al @ e3ind s wifiv |
These areas combine India’s capabilities with partners’ urgent needs.

3 &1 R T &THATAT 3R AIRAGRT T dAchTel ATTIHAT3T DT SIS ¢ |

These groups need real authority to set binding standards.

o1 oGl hl ATEHRY Aot TR F3et F1 areafas JfFR gl =g e

They should not depend on U.S.-led or China-dominated global bodies.

37 IANFT-Aea aret AT AeT-wee dfRas FeaEt W FR g1 g @Rl

A partnership that can certify drug supply chains or set Al safety rules holds real power.

i ATSIERT gar Jrfet @en3it F FAOT FT FF AT Al F&T s a7 FX @, 967 aredias
QIfeFeT T B

A country that only manages relations with big powers is reacting.

S 21 Shaol T2 ATFAAT & TY FY F T T &, 98 wfafhar & wraar @
Building partnerships with equals is shaping the future.

AT TRIERT & AT el ToI1T HfasT &Y HTHR AT 2|

India needs to move from one to the other.

HR i vah Feafa & gudr feufa & 3R ager grem|
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Number of counterfeit 23A. Number of counterfeit products

seized by Amazon

products seized by SR ZETRT e PR AT T Searel A
Amazon fear
§GS iii: Economy
in million. Amazon blocked e 15 in amillion.
15 hundreds of millions of 15 AT

suspected fake reviews and e Amazon blocked hundreds of millions of
seized over 15 million counterfeit products  syspected fake reviews and seized over 15 million
globally in 2025, according to the counterfeit products globally in 2025, according to
e-commerce giant's ‘“Trustworthy Shopping the e-commerce giant’s ‘“Trustworthy Shopping
Experience Report’. Amazon’s legal actions  Experience Report'.

in 2025 led to the shutdown of more than S-S FHUT IATA & ‘Treadt AT vradhiRTw
100 websites attempting to facilitate fake ANE & 3R, JFATT F 2025 F 395 TaT aT Fe
reviews and scams targeting its store. pni . > o '
Gfgeer weit FHIET3T F1 sl fonar 3R 15 fAfeaa &
31 FTFll 3e1EY &I STed |

e Amazon’s legal actions in 2025 led to the shutdown of more than 100 websites attempting
to facilitate fake reviews and scams targeting its store.

3G T 2025 F Y TS FTefelt FRATSAT & TROTAETET 100 & HOF dqq18el 1 er fohar
T, ST Boil GHEET3 3R 3TS TSR Y AT So7Te) arel BleTell I Terar &7 dhr hifRrer T @Y
ot

23A. People with ‘zero’ electricity bills

PEOD]E “’Ith ‘Zero after solar system adoption
electricity bills after HeR RATEH FT=Tet & a1 e Rrsrelt frer

solar system adoption @ @

e 11,000

As many 11,000
’ as 10,885 e Asmany as 10,885 households achieved
house-

zero bills during the month, driven by installations
holds achieved zero bills during the month, carried out through TP Western Odisha Distribution

driven by installations carried out through ~ Ltd’s (TPWODL) 1-kW Utility Led Aggregation
TP Western Odisha Distribution Ltd’s (ULA) model, which has accelerated solar adoption

. . in the region, officials said.
(TPWODL) 1-kW Utility Led Aggregation n i : i
(ULA) model, which has accelerated solar  FAT ﬁ“ﬁ':m 10,885 X o FeHeA &

adoption in the region, officials said. rn e forer grfrer foha, St ErdY aeet anfeen BedsgeraT

COMPILED BYTHE HINDU BATATEAM fafaes (TPDDL) & 1-fretare gfefodt o wafirersT
(ULA) aﬁa?agaﬁ:qméaﬁam?mﬁmgm ST 819 7 W F4T 319 i et
o]
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blend non-petroleum
sources with ATF

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

In a boost for India’s sus-
tainable aviation fuel (SAF)
ambitions and to alleviate
some pressure amid the
U.S.-Israeli war against
Iran, the Petroleum Minis-
try expanded the defini-
tion of aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) to include blending
of the fuel with synthe-
sised hydrocarbons viz.
fuel created from non-pe-
troleum sources.

The gazette notification
reads: “The following sub-
clause shall be substituted,
namely: ‘aviation turbine
fuel’ is a complex mixture
of hydrocarbons conform-
ing to IS 1571 specification
or its blend with synthe-
sised hydrocarbons as
specified in IS 17081

For clarity, the gazette
proposes to mandate stan-

The Petroleum Ministry
expanded the definition of ATF.

dards for ATF, which adh-
ere to those set for blended
fuels labelled IS 1571. These
standards would also in-
clude those defined as syn-
thesised hydrocarbons,
which are presently la-
belled IS 17081, and were
formulated in 2019.

Input feedstock for hy-
drocarbons can range from
biomass and natural gas,
among others and not ne-
cessarily ethanol.

23A. Norms tweaked to blend non-
petroleum sources with ATF

I-eifaws |t FTATF & @1y
e & Qv AgAl & sga

e Inaboost for India’s sustainable
aviation fuel (SAF) ambitions and to
alleviate some pressure amid the U.S.-Israeli
war against Iran, the Petroleum Ministry
expanded the definition of aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) to include blending of the fuel
with synthesised hydrocarbons viz. fuel
created from non-petroleum sources.

HRA o FEATS TATAT el (SAF) ot
T FeraT &t 3R T o FWemw 3R
SN Jeo & I $S a1 FH A &
T, dQifes Fater & vfavere asa v
(ATF) T afermT &1 faTar fomar, o
 IeT 89T o AT F#r07 I enfFer fohar I

o The gazette notification reads: “The
following subclause shall be substituted,
namely: ‘aviation turbine fuel’ is a complex
mixture of hydrocarbons conforming to IS
1571 specification or its blend with
synthesised hydrocarbons as specified in IS
17081.”

ST JTTRGEAT & gl a1 8 “Tole=T 3UeRT
&1 ufaeafa far smeem, 3rafa: fauee

TSI Tl BTSSIehIelall ohl Teh STicel fAA0T
g ST IS 1571 faferder & 3179 & a1 IS 17081

# fAfeye AdarEss gregieres & Ty ST 0T g
e For clarity, the gazette proposes to mandate standards for ATF, which adhere to those set for
blended fuels labelled IS 1571.

TasedT & foIU, TST9T ATE & TIT U ATTeh! &l 3TATRT it &l YEATd hidT & ST IS 1571 &
g olerel oy 1T fARAT Sttt & HTeTehl & 3776 &l

e These standards would also include those defined as synthesised hydrocarbons, which are
presently labelled 1S 17081, and were formulated in 2019.

o1 AT H d 9 enfAe gt foieg TAAasss gresieed & ®9 & gReiNa frar g, G
TAATT 7 IS 17081 & ded oaof o IraT & 3R fSieg 2019 H IR foram aram 2|

e |Input feedstock for hydrocarbons can range from biomass and natural gas, among others

and not necessarily ethanol.
gISgIehIseT o foTT SeTqC thisecish AT AR wipfae A 3nfe g aerd & 3R 78 STy =1Eh foh
haol TAATT &1 Tl
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Societies embrace gene therapy but resist genetic change in crops

FATS Sfter Nt Y rqara &, Afwer vl F Iregafiw aRader F1 e w0 @

23A

Extreme heat threatens food systems, warn UN agencies

Frcaftr aret @re yonfasit & fav @aw ¥, ag«Fa uee woifdat & Aarasi &

23A

Young Chinese use Al to launch one-person firms over job anxiety

At ) RiaT & Ferd Jar Mot Al A 77eg F v-cAfFT HUfaar qEHT @ &

Societies embrace gene therapy
but resist genetic change in crops
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23A. Societies embrace gene
therapy but resist genetic change in
crops

AT et A &Y 3rgeira &, AfFeT
wHal A AMeatrs gRaceT F1 e
A e

e Our debates and discussions on
technology are currently dominated by
artificial intelligence (Al).

gAY Steafarehy o agw 3iv T=ie adAeT 7

F e AT (Al) SaRT 9@ &9 & e £
e Conversations around this subject

are rarely about whether Al will envelop

our lives or not, but about how and when it
will do so.

=g favy W TaTC 319 57 a1d X A4T gl [ Al
AR Shae & wsnfaa sEm AT ¢, sfer sa W
gIch § 5 T8 9 3k e Qo )

e The chariot taking us to the future
has another horse — biotechnology —
galloping at the same breakneck speed as
its twin, but puzzlingly not central enough
to our discussions.

1T fI 3T o ST aTel 5 I T T T aer
— i Wle@ At (biotechnology) — T T
dg iy A &g w1 &, Afthet 3meadiotes & &
EARY T3 H 31T ohe H 18T g

e This steed has also matured, and
the question before us is whether we have
the ability to generate new ideas in science
that can steer the chariot in directions we

value or if we are destined to go where it
takes us.
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Ig &1 oft aitwara @Y g1 &, 3N e Ig § o6 T gAR O AT Sanfere fam 3eqee Fa
&THAT § 1 39 IY T gARY sTeod feom & o SV, I1 & shad 34T feem &7 S & forw arex § Sar
I gH o AT

Our ability to engineer life is not recent.

SaeT T ST FTet Y gAY 87T 718 78T &

For more than 10,000 years we have bred and domesticated plants, animals, and
microbes.

=1 10,000 &t & rftres o & e, aepait 3k qersiial i1 gotetet 3R gefienior fohar |

In our migrations across the planet, we have often taken with us these organisms and
diseases across continents.

AR AfRae yary & STt g 37 Siat 3itT Want &f faffeat Fgreddr & ary o arv|

The passengers on our migration often wreaked ecological devastation in their new
homes.

AR AT 3T Y ST 5 IR 319t AT TATAT R qIRTEI A faamer 1 FRoT s

At other times they adapted well and were of great value to our societies.
a:aﬁ-mﬁﬁsﬁaa?@raﬁagagﬁagmﬁwﬂﬁmavmwmgm
Much of the food we eat in India today is from non-native plants and animals.
37TST 9IRSt STl & Yt 8, 3HehT a7 fewan fadeft oyer & aiel 3w aepat & amar g |
Our ecosystem has adapted these organisms, engineered by breeding.

gAR AR T 2 3o7 Siial bt Yotarel & ATeAH F IFqRiad fHar g

Most of what goes into your delicious aloo paratha is imported food engineered by
breeding.

3Tk EaTferse JTe] TRIST # Ggerct Jiferenier araaft fadeft ayer i ¢ oy woterer qan fawfa fma
AT

Like all life on the earth, we too are much engineered.

Gl & 3T Siiaet &Y N, 9 ¥ ot FThY g€ e gl fre are )

Our own migrations, mixing, isolation, and endogamy have shuffled our genes and
how they respond to our environment.

gAR 9aTw, 30T, 3reema 31 srafdare & gaR et 31 3a gafavoiiT gfafear s ysniad
g

However, very little of all this was driven by deliberate ideas or theory.

gTeilich, g A dgcl ohel FAETer 3T Froteiraed freRT ZarT Fenferd 2|

Engineering organisms by breeding and selection is slow, taking decades or even
centuries.

woretel 3R T4 gan Sfiat &1 geiferafier e el uforan B, forast geret ar afea &1 o
AT

Canvas of genome engineering / Sttt gshifarafier #1 aRgea

Since the late 19th century, successive revolutions in biology have enabled humans to
engineer nature in laboratories.

107t erefred) & 3 W, AT 7 g5 SHifcral = Fosal T qrenensit # wpfa #1 Fafd s
T & & B

These revolutions were driven by ideas similar to those in natural sciences and
mathematics.

I wifaar arpfaes e v aftra i ave Remt @ 9Ra o)

Human societies have long modified nature, but now with unprecedented power and
responsibility.
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AT THTS od HAG & Jepicl 1 TRafdT FI A0 ¢, dAfchet 319 Ig H Ireqaqy afFa ik
oredielt & arr gt wr g

Genome engineering can be divided into humans, plants, and microbial engineering.
Sty sefferafer 1 wrera, o sitt wewsha sohfarafier 7 fasniora fomar o wehar B
Public acceptance and concern vary across these sectors.

ST 8731 31 Sfet FelispTar 3R FRraT Jreror-370reT TR W R |

Understanding acceptance involves science, society, culture, market, and politics.
T T TS 7 A, gare, ¥Ep i, a9R 31 e @i anfie §)

Engineering germ-line cells is not legally permitted in most countries.

St-aITset RT3 T goftferafar sifererer Gelf 7 Frefe ¥ & wfaafa 5

Engineering somatic cells is allowed and regulated.

TR PR F1 SRR P I 3w 3

Cancer patients’ cells can be engineered to modify the immune system.

FHT AFAT Y FIRAFTHT 7 37 TR SN AT AT S T & FoF 3oTerT wfaRen a9 gnfera a
ST |

These treatments are justified as benefits outweigh risks.

o 3T 3 wmer NFEHAT & e gt 8, 36foT so¢ 3fRa AT ST B

Acceptance of innovation / TR & FfFHia

The acceptability of such interventions is high; indeed, they are welcomed.
U gEAaYT hT FlIpT 3T §; arEad H, SeTer! FRT T STl B

The value of gene therapies for well-des ned inherited diseases is weighed against safety
concerns coming from the toxicity of the gene delivery system, which may need to be
injected at high concentrations for the treatment to be ee ective.

TISE § § TR refaifare Qart & forw sfer a7 o7 e e Fehadt yomred At Rwrraar @
T GRaT RT3 & ey Ffer foham ST &, fordes FoirdY gl o fore 3=a ArEr & st

ST IS HhaT B

Patient groups that are keen on treatment and cures for diseases such as sickle-cell
disease, thalassemias, muscular dystrophies, Huntington’s disease, and other familial
diseases drive demands for drugs and genetic treatments.

& 3UGR & 3T5F o, Ga3it 3R SN ImenRer swERy 1 Aot i Ford §
The costs of research and therapy, safety and efficacy considerations, long timelines, and
market forces limit the use of these technologies.

FTHUT AR ITAR A aATe, FR&T AR genmaeliaan, o FH 3R AR ARFTAT 51 qThelient

393197 T WfAT FcA & |

There is no groundswell of opposition to engineering somatic cells for therapy in humans.
HeTsal A 3UAR g WAfew Fifframait & gehferafior & ufar g saaes faver 781 81

Contrast the relative acceptability of genetic engineering in human health to the situation in
agriculture and horticulture.

AT FARLT A St Shfaraar T 3reiienc Tehicr s Jofell FR X amraret r FFufa & Hr
ST Hehell 8

In the U.S. and Canada, most maize, soybean, and cotton are from genetically
engineered plants designed for pest resistance or herbicide resistance.

AT 3R et & Jrferenier wFFT, WAl FRFAW IFAIF T F TN et § scaried
g1 g, St e gfaYer a1 wraaare«meit gfaer & fow sarw v g
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Canada is a major producer of canola, mostly from genetically engineered plants.

HeATST FriYell T ST ScUleeh &, Sl HEId: AT fF 7 F T dut & scuea giar g
These products are exported worldwide, including to Europe and India, where they are not
allowed to be grown.

ST ScuTel &1 f3aTe I 3R R afgd faeger & giar e, STl se¢ 39T &l 3 Afcy =761 ¢ |
A large proportion of Europe’s animal feed is imported from the Americas and is derived
from genetically modified plants.

JUT & T ITER T Teh 737 AT IARHT F 3rfered giem & 3R egafis w0 & wafera gt
T g BT &l

Arguments against genetically modified food include concerns about safety,
environmental impact, monoculture, and corporate control.

ITaTAF T F TAMAT WIeT & [aeces ooht 7 F&T, TAaRoiiT Jeira, Thel Haa Jorel, 3
HaRe faw=or A fIard enfaer g1

However, genetically modified crops have been grown and consumed safely for decades.
gTellfeh, AT T & FAAT FHa Zeehl & FRIATT &9 & 39S 3R ST 6 o1 WE |

The dominance of seed companies exists independent of genetic modification.

fier Fufereit F7 w3 FTTI R HNeT F Faes &9 & 3 e ¥

Monoculture and dominance of market varieties occurred even before genetic engineering.
TS FH OITell 3R SR e Foheat 1 Fefea St ghfarafar & vt st #lsye ol

The Green Revolution used breeding, not laboratory genetic engineering.
mmﬁmgmmmmﬁmmmeQTl
Some criticism may be valid, but acceptance of innovation varies widely across sectors.

TS ITeATATE 3T &1 el &, olfehet AaTaR Y Felipfar [afdesr 83T & 3rerar-3rer g1 B

Synthetic biology and biotechnology / fafes Safaar sk sta wigaifadr

Synthetic biology and biotechnology provide another context where genetic
engineering is growing rapidly.

Rafes Shafaae 3it Sta sl v 377 st vt o & ofel shier gehfarafiar A Iy &
W&l

Several drugs — insulin is a common example — are made by recombinant DNA
technology and directly injected into us.

&S TaN — U TF WA 3eTeT0T § — RF1TFaeic ST aavella GaRT a1 STl § 31
A IR A & S g

The anti-malarial natural product artemisinin can now be made by microbes in the
laboratory and does not have to be extracted from plants.

- HARTS Tpfa® 3cute MERATATAT 3ra yererar & Faarsial SaRT S ST ¥FHaT ¢ 3N
=g diel I fAhTeleY I 3TaRTHhdT I8l g |

Many natural products are now synthesised in large amounts in the laboratory using
genetic engineering.

F% UIHTae 3cT1G 37a ST Sl AT HT 3TANT FT TARTATAT 7 73 JAR W T fre
ST B

The ‘weight-loss’ drug semaglutide, which is the active ingredient in Ozempic and
Wegovy, is a relatively recent example of synthetic biology’s reach.

qoteT Tt Y &aT QATEISS, St A Fas IR ot 7 afoha uee ¢, e shafawmer #r
ET T TH EIOAT 3aTeTT &

Its natural equivalent in our bodies decays in minutes, but the synthetic version grown in
baker’s yeast can stay on for weeks, ensuring its efficacy.
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FAR AR # TR Iepfcieh T $S & TATet & o5 g1 STl &, olfche] a9 ARee & T sqer
FIIA T & gl d fH BT §, e suh wsmaelierar gAfRad g §)

e Synthetic biology has transformed the diagnosis of animal and plant diseases, made
vaccines that have prevented millions of deaths of humans and livestock, and developed
what are called biologics: genetically engineered antibodies and proteins that are used
to treat cancers and other diseases.

R shafasme a gy sk gt $r donfat & fagrer # aRafda e, 0@ &F sam §
TSigiel Hegsat 3 gep3it i St Hidl 1 Jehr &, 3R eIt — e geitfara fFe e
TéErE 3R N AR fhe § o Fax 3R 3 ARt & 3war & swahrga g

o Developed largely by energetic startups, followed usually by collaboration with big
companies, these drugs are less-expensively made when they eventually go off patent.

HEI: FAATT FIEHH arT [aehiad, 3R are 7 a2Y Fufaat & @y @gdor @, J gan 9de
HATCT @1 9T HH AT H a1 STt &1

e Here, there is little or no lament against their being used in humans, except to despair of their
cost and accessibility.

uﬁsaﬂ:mwa:ﬁwagawmaﬁéﬁﬂaaﬁ%,mmmaﬁtmaﬁw
Rargl

Wheels of the chariot / I & 9fgw

e |deas that move into application have emerged where they have been challenged,
tested, discarded or accepted, and where societal debates on them have flourished.

3 R St sqaeR 7 31 ¥, IET 3cUea 8l ¢ STel 3o¢ eitelt &Y I, IRET AT, IEAFR AT
mmw,aﬂ?aﬁmwmaﬁﬁmﬂggl
e When the flexibility to put out ideas and test them diminishes, as in Europe in

agriculture or the U.S. in infectious disease research, the global supply chain of ideas
gets broken until these geographies reform or new geographies for ideas take root.

S A wega #e 3 wEa i afiende w7 8 et §, S a0 F FiY ar s A
HHTHE AT FoTHeTel A, 7 et it dRaw smafef sj@en ge Sl 8, 5o o & T a7 gur =
Y T AT IR Ty T T &l

e How societies respond to ideas also affects how further potentially transformative new
ones emerge.

AT farY 9T F& vfafrar aar ¥, I o a3 sear & T 3 anfae & & yRadeas i a7
AR Fq 3cuT gt

e Trofim Lysenko and his acolytes managed to destroy Soviet agriculture by smashing
the core ideas of genetics, and in doing so also managed to kill new ideas in biology.

fthar ArgdeH AR 37 AT F AT & e RAguial Y a7ve FT AfITT FR A ase
FT feam, 3R 39 ufshar & 3egie shafasner & v fa=ry #1 oft warea 3 f&=m

e Mathematics and physics, lying outside his interest and remit, escaped his attention
and thrived.

T 3itT sifahY, St 31 3 819 & T1eR 2, 31 €T A 99 90 3R RAERd g W/
e One can selectively destroy the capacity for new ideas but this is never a stable route.

AT FaRY Y &T7GT F) TIATCHS T ¥ 75 FHAT 1 THdT &, dfched Tg Falr o Tt At a8t
g

Ideas, innovation and regulation / R, samaR 3 e

e Wedonot * nd societies where only ideas thrive without any innovation — nor others
where true innovation thrives without original ideas.
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& U AT AeT UTd T8l shdol [aaR fas i g foer fhell damm & — 31 71 & v sigt
aEdfaes AarER 97 Alfes =Ry & JAsfaa 8l

But we can ¢ nd societies where there is imitation and incremental development, standing
on the discoveries and innovation of others.

Qfehe g W HHATST AT & STe! 3regehor 3R A fasm glam €, S gl 1 @it 3R aFarart o
e g B

For true innovation, as opposed to imitation and catching up, a reasonable regulatory
system is also needed.

qREdTdeh AR & fAT, hael 3eghior AR IS A 1A & To11Y, Teh 3T fafaramre gomel

TS gl

A completely risk-averse regulatory system is by dee nition very safe, allowing only those
innovations to grow that have been tested by others elsewhere over the years.

T qUTT: SRA & g9 arelt fafaamrs gomelt srcda geferd gich &, Sit sharel 361 TareRi s
TGl it § T 31 STl o) Ul & O S et &

This results in a society that may become good at high-volume low-value products whose
technological and market effectiveness has been demonstrated elsewhere.

SHY Ueh VAT GATS Tl & S 370 AT F F3 7T a1 3c91al 7 HA g1 Hohell , Folareh
ehettehl AR STSTR FeTTariieldT ggel &1 37-a ey g Jehr g

Not to be snie ed at, but certainly not sue cient for a large country like ours, and not
sue cient to stimulate new and daring ideas.

% I oRE A THReA AT AGT ¢, o] I8 AR W T3 3 & v Rea a1d1 § 3R aw T
AERE Rt T ARG FeY & e o gafiee 8T &)

With the acceleration of biotechnologies, rigorous but enabling regulatory oversight is
essential.

ST et & e e & Ty, FoR Afee wate geme arar fafaamse widatr snaas
J

Today, information from genome sequences in the context of how the environment and
genes a* ect outcomes partners with the growth of how we analyse information.

31T S oAl & GTC ST, i I STl & o gavavor 3 Sfer oot #r F& wanfaa
FTA ¢, GAN AT FaRaANoT & fasre & 61 335 W B

This partnership powers the generation of new ideas about how life works and what life itself
is

TF TSN T WY ¥ o R St et & 3 ST 31 e e & R ofvre R
These, in turn, will rapidly feed into new « ndings and new innovations.
Y 3T TR il T AF @St A AT FAGERY FT STea & |

If regulation is only about safety and curbing, and demanding compliance with an ever-
changing process, it will curb enthusiasm for daring ideas.

Ife; faferareT Shaer geatm 3R fz=ror Feh AT &Y 3R TR Seercly Tfshar3it & efareret Hr
HET X, dl I8 AEfe AR F 9fd 3818 FF Fe FT m|

Modest and unambitious approaches thus encouraged are a self-defeating oxymoron.
38 YHR Ncared e v @iffe 3 Agcarrisde gieior v Fa-fRieh Rufa oo o )
In this highly regulated situation, both ideas and innovation will happen elsewhere.

o Al fafeafaa Rufa 7 faaw sk damR gt &) 39 TuE ) faafaa g
Reverse engineering of quality is what one will have to take pride in, at best.

3ifRrecr#, st @1 Ao & Rad gohforafier o &) a1d et gham|

The life sciences, unlike many other technologies, are simpler to scale from ideas to
applications.

Shae faTeT, 377 Aeheitent T Jofell &, fITRT & 3T cTeh of ST A&Thel T Bl 8|
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In particular, theory and computational approaches in life sciences must be strongly
encouraged.

T2 ¥ &, Shast famet # Agwifas 3R Froreeas giewo # dicafea o s aifge)
Narrowly demanding application and results can be counterproductive.

eharel JreTwrater AR TR T FhTOT HieT AT Tfcipel 8 Fehell 1

Yet focus, quality and daring are required.

T ofY wahrarar, ayorar 3R WTEw 3T €

Fundamental and applied research are the wheels of the chariot.

Ao R ITIIFT HTHUTA 58 Y F IR L

If we ruin one wheel, we will go in circles.

ITE §H Ueh YT ol 515 Y &3T, oY & I H &1 gHa T8t |

If we over-regulate, the chariot will be stuck in regulatory quicksand.

Ife g I it Rfagse s, ar U g gege # 6 sree|

If we under-regulate, we cannot steer the direction.

Ife g war RfATaAaT F3, ar g fear a8 & ardar)

They may take us to a precipice.

IEH @E F fFar d& o ST HSd 8

Wise regulation that deals with present and future will release human ingenuity.

wqferd 3R frdegot Rfase, s ad#e 3t sfasy gt i e # W@, AT WWerersar S
HF HM|

It will help tackle the most complex and unforeseen challenges.

Ig 5o T Sifeer AR vl gatfaai & faves & were saree|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page39



9971932488
L

Extreme heat

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

threatens food
systems, warn

UN agencies
Beslsat

xtreme heat is pushing global

agrifood systems to the brink,

threatening the livelihoods and
health of more than a billion people,
according to a new report by the UN’s
food and weather agencies.

The United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the
World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) said heatwaves are becoming
more frequent, intense and prolonged,
damaging crops, livestock, fisheries, and
forests.

For livestock, the report details a
thermal humidity index that, when

Extreme heat intensifies droughts

and t outbre; and cuts

vields once critical temperature
thresholds are breached

breached, will trigger acute heat stress.

In dairy cattle, this manifests as a 15%
to 25% drop in milk production and
significant drops in fertility rates.
Scientists have noted similar stressors in
poultry, where extreme temperature
spikes can lead to mass mortality events
in facilities without industrial-level
climate control.

“Extreme heat is rewriting the script
on what farmers, fishers, and foresters
can grow and when they can grow. In
some cases it is even dictating if they can
still work,” said Kaveh Zahedi, head of
FAO’s climate change office. “At its core,
this report is telling us that we face a very
uncertain future,” he said.

Recent climate datasets show global
warming is accelerating, with 2025
ranking among the three hottest years on
record, triggering more frequent and
severe weather extremes.

Acting as a risk multiplier, extreme
heat intensifies droughts, wildfires, and
pest outbreaks and sharply cuts crop
yields once critical temperature
thresholds are breached.

The report said higher temperatures
are shrinking the safety margin that
plants, animals, and humans rely on to
function.

Beyond just dehydration, extreme heat
disrupts the rest period of plants. High
nighttime temperatures force crops to
maintain high respiration rates after dark,
consuming the energy stores they built
through photosynthesis during the day.

This exhaustion stunts growth and
leads to pollen sterility in staple crops like
maize and rice, where heat during the
critical flowering window can altogether
prevent fertilisation, resulting in empty
husks. Marine heatwaves are also
becoming more frequent, depleting
oxygen levels in water and threatening
fish stocks. In 2024, 91% of the world’s
oceans experienced at least one marine
heatwave, the report said.

Risks rise sharply as warming
accelerates. The intensity of extreme heat
events is expected to roughly double at 2C
of warming and quadruple at 3C,
compared to 1.5C, the report said.

Mr. Zahedi said every one-degree rise
in average global temperatures cuts yields
of maize, rice, soya, and wheat by around
6%.

The FAO and WMO said piecemeal
responses were inadequate and called for
better risk governance and early-warning
weather systems to help farmers and
fishers take preventive action.

23A. Extreme heat threatens food systems, warn UN agencies

Ireafas et @rey yonfaat & v @ 8, @gwa Use vafdat & Aaradt &

Extreme heat / 3cafera st
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Extreme heat is pushing global agrifood systems to the brink, threatening the
livelihoods and health of more than a billion people, according to a new report by the
UN’s food and weather agencies.

Frcafts et T FR-ae yonfet w1 ¥we A Rufa aF yvFa @ e, G whara d
31feren ottt 1 rshtfaerT AR FareeT TR A §, I8 @Y s A @eg AR Hwer voifdat A

TS A1 & Fgr AT

The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) said heatwaves are becoming more frequent, intense
and prolonged, damaging crops, livestock, fisheries, and forests.

YFA AT WeF U9 F WIrsaT (FAO) 3R fare #Alwer Rt weraer (WMO) = gl T deaa
e aw, ot 3 ol 81 W €, e wad, wyue, A 3w wenfaa gt @

For livestock, the report details a thermal humidity index that, when breached, will trigger
acute heat stress.

aRIEre & forw, RO & veh goie egfAfsd) §390 &1 3eoi@ &, 98 uR atel R efter ardir damar
3ceol Bl B

In dairy cattle, this manifests as a 15% to 25% drop in milk production and signie cant
drops in fertility rates.

ST 23t Ig g 3eTesT H 15% & 25% Y FARrae 3R orerer a3 7 ot & &9 A fe@rg &ar
el

Scientists have noted similar stressors in poultry, where extreme temperature spikes can
lead to mass mortality events in facilities without industrial-level climate control.

aiotent ot GYedl H o O €1 WoTa W 8, STg1 e T8 ardaateT J& 18 & HROT [9a Iowid for=or
aTell gehlgdl H WIS T TeA gl Fhell ¢ |

“Extreme heat is rewriting the script on what farmers, ¢ shers, and foresters can grow and
when they can grow.

“sreaftre wHt a7 a7 7 W ¥ 6 forarer, Foam 3 aerrer Fam 3R 9 39T wEd £

In some cases it is even dictating if they can still work,” said Kaveh Zahedi, head of FAO’s
climate change o ce.

SO HHA 7 g Ig o T I ¢ Toh 3 1 X Tehd & FT 181, F1AE RGN, FAO & Siefary
ARt HRATeT 93T = Fel|

“At its core, this report is telling us that we face a very uncertain future,” he said.

“SHHT I FEW ¢ 5 597 0 rforRaa sifdsw 1 awve aw @ §,” 3eeiet FheTl

Recent climate datasets show global warming is accelerating, with 2025 ranking among
the three hottest years on record, triggering more frequent and severe weather extremes.

gIforIT STerary 31ehs fewr § for AfRaa araer dst 8 1T €, 31 2025 3@ a% & ofier wars aret st
F enfrer §, oY 31 o 3R a1eiR Ataw gead & W

Acting as a risk multiplier, extreme heat intensie es droughts, wilde res, and pest
outbreaks and sharply cuts crop yields once critical temperature thresholds are breached.

SR 0T & T 7 P I §U, IR T F@T, SaTel Y AT A HIE TR HT o1l &
3R Fgcaqot ATHTT AT IR glel I el 3cTee ol el ol 81

The report said higher temperatures are shrinking the safety margin that plants, animals, and
humans rely on to function.

RIS 7 FgT AT § 6 TG ATTAIST GRAT HAT 1 7 FIIQ & Tord I 9l gy 3 a3e7s7 fveie
gl
Beyond just dehydration, extreme heat disrupts the rest period of plants.

Fael AT T & 18T, 31cafia arAT gler} &Y fsmeT sraftr a1 oy aifg e &1

High nighttime temperatures force crops to maintain high respiration rates, consuming the
energy stores built through photosynthesis.
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T & 3= ATIATT Bl Sl 3T qHA G TATT TG o Tl HSTGL Y 8, ToTaH THTr HReqor
& Ted St @ gy S |

This exhaustion stunts growth and leads to pollen sterility in staple crops like maize and
rice.

g YHIac TahrT &l Uehdll & IR AFRT 3 TTae ST HHcll # IRIT ATSHIAT ST Hcr g
Heat during the critical « owering window can prevent fertilisation, resulting in empty husks.
FgeaquT el 3Tet Y 3rafer 7 arif Fordaet 1 U el &, o @l g s €

Marine heatwaves are also becoming more frequent, depleting oxygen levels in water and
threatening « sh stocks.

T dedT o 96 @ &, Torad urell 7 St TR e T ¢ 3R Aol 95k TR A £
In 2024, 91% of the world’s oceans experienced at least one marine heatwave.
2024 7 gfAT & 91% AGTHRRY o1 el { HH Ueh TG g1edd I IHeerd fonar|

Risks rise sharply as warming accelerates.

Y-S AIIATT Fedr &, NfAF S A Tea &

The intensity of extreme heat events is expected to double at 2°C and quadruple at 3°C,
compared to 1.5°C.

37cgRreh aTT 1 eIl 2°C 9 GNIeT 3R 3°C W AR AT ot T FaTeeAT &, 1.5°C T Jofll |

Every one-degree rise in global temperature cuts yields of maize, rice, soya, and wheat by
around 6%.

AREe AT 3 Yedeh 1°C Fof&r & b, Trael, W7 R A 1 YeTar ofaretar 6% aed ¥

The FAO and WMO said piecemeal responses were inadequate and called for better risk
governance and early-warning weather systems.

FAO 3R WMO = T foh 3iifres 3urar wiied et § 31k Sgek SR yaereT qar qd Sarasit
YOIl 1 TR |

This will help farmers and ¢ shers take preventive action.

5aY et 3R AP faR Few 3o1 gahel|
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Young Chinese use Al to launch
one-person firms over job anxiety

Agence France-Presse
SHANGHAI

Young Chinese, many who
fear age discrimination in
their workplace after turn-
ing 35, are increasingly
starting “one-person com-
panies” that have artificial
intelligence do most of the
work.

More young people in
China are subscribing to
the model, as cities pledge
millions of dollars in fund-
ing and rent subsidies for
such ventures, in align-
ment with Beijing’s politi-
cal goal of “technological
self-reliance”.

“The one-person com-
pany is a product of the Al
era,” said Karen Dai, foun-
der of Shanghai-based So-
loNest, which hosts wee-

‘d‘

Participants sharing their ideas during a coffee chat hosted by one
person company SoloNest at a conference room in Shanghai. ArFp

kend events for solo
entrepreneurs.

On a Sunday in Shang-
hai, around 20 people in
their 20s and 30s packed
into a conference room for
Ms. Dai’s 134th iteration of
a three-hour ideas swap on

going it alone.

One attendee, Wang Tia-
nyi, now earns up to
40,000 yuan ($5,800) per
month making Al-generat-
ed commercials for
businesses.

The 26-year-old, who
quit his product manager
job at an internet company

last year, predicts that peo-
ple flying solo will become
a “major trend”.

Chinese municipalities
are rolling out policies to
support Al-powered one-
person companies, using
the initials “OPC”, a rare
use of English in official
policy.

In November, the east-
ern city of Suzhou vowed
to cultivate “more than
10,000 OPC talents” by
2028 and funnel around
700 million yuan ($100
million) towards sectors,

including AI robotics,
healthcare, and smart
transportation.

Southwestern Chengdu
also last month promised
subsidies of up to 20,000
yuan for graduates to esta-
blish Al-driven OPCs.

Young Chinese use Al to launch one-person firms over job anxiety

et Y AT & ot gar et Al i 7eg ¥ vw-caFT FafAAT qEF W@ §

Young Chinese, many who fear age discrimination in their workplace after turning 35, are
increasingly starting “one-person companies” that have artificial intelligence do most of

the work.

gar =el, fSietel & &g 35 I T Y & dTe; HIIEY H Y AT W 3 &, dofl § “Th-sqfaa
Fafaral & A IQ &, [T JrfRrenier e i geflear (Al) wer &
More young people in China are subscribing to the model, as cities pledge millions of dollars

in funding and rent subsidies for such ventures, in alignment with Beijing’s political goal of
“technological self-reliance”.

et # 3110k JaT 58 Hisel T 3T I8 &, Fl1eh AT 3T RE oh 3¢TAT o ToIT 1@l STor Y
ST 3R Forerar afews) & 38 8, S ST & “Teheliehl ATeATARET & TeTifd T&T o IT&T

gl

“The one-person company is a product of the Al era,” said Karen Dai, founder of Shanghai-
based SoloNest, which hosts weekend events for solo entrepreneurs.

“Toh-eg e =T Al JIT FI 3cUIE §,” TETS AT SoloNest T HEATIH FXeT &I o hgl, ST
Tahdl 3ATHAT & falT FedTgid HRIGH AT Fdl g

On a Sunday in Shanghai, around 20 people in their 20s and 30s packed into a conference
room for Ms. Dai's 134th iteration of a three-hour ideas swap on going it alone.

TS F TH AR I, 2oﬁsoa&ﬁm$mzomwmaﬁﬁﬁm§m STer
gAY ar$ & e e & TaaR-fasey @ 134a¥3¢m’|a?r§3ﬂ, TG 3rhel 1 T & TAART T

3TeTeT-geTeT fohaT arm|
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One attendee, Wang Tianyi, now earns up to 40,000 yuan ($5,800) per month making Al-
generated commercials for businesses.

T G arer faramerdt 319 cgaarat & fov Al g@RT S11e 7T farer SR & uid A
40,000 ZHTT ($5,800) cfeh AT &

The 26-year-old, who quit his product manager job at an internet company last year, predicts
that people flying solo will become a “major trend”.

26 AW, TSTegial ool a¥ Ueh $eTeic shueil 7 Ui WsFE AaAeI I Alendl ©Ig &, T ITA §
Toh 3Tchel ShTH HIeIT Ueh “@3T BT JeT ST

Chinese municipalities are rolling out policies to support Al-powered one-person
companies, using the initials “OPC”, a rare use of English in official policy.

el FeRaTfeRTt Al-gatfad va-safaa wufaat o gade ¢ & fore et oy T W@ 8,
T8 “OPC” Halq o1 UGN TohaT 51T T6T &, it 3R Aifey & 1M 1 gotst 3uAaT ¢ |

In November, the eastern city of Suzhou vowed to cultivate “more than 10,000 OPC talents”
by 2028 and funnel around 700 million yuan ($100 million) towards sectors, including Al
robotics, healthcare, and smart transportation.

AR #, qdT AT FIN3 o 2028 Teh “10,000 & Hf&F OPC wfevsmd” fasnflia et 3R Al
s, Tareey aT 3R TAE qRage Sid &1 7 wrarster 700 Afarg= g3 ($100 Afawa)
IGENETCEIRC ARG

Southwestern Chengdu also last month promised subsidies of up to 20,000 yuan for
graduates to establish Al-driven OPCs.

STEIOT-afRa# Forg o o el AT F=ATcThi 1 Al-JTenRa OPCs TR &t & faIT 20,000
IHTT cIeh hT ATCHSY &1 2T dter fehaT|
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climate-exposed State shaped by cvclones, floods. droughts, and heatwaves: w

One home: Students take part in an awareness campaign organised on World Earth Day at the Cubbon Parkin Bengaluru on Wednesday.
The theme of this year’s earth day was ‘Our Power, Our Planet’ K. MURALI KUMAR

hile party manifestos si

question

al a shift

in climate language with promises on heat action. mobility, renewable energy. and resilience, the real test lies in institutional capacity, integration, implementation

FULL CONTEXT

Sanjiv Gopal

amil Nadu is one of India’s
most dynamic economies and,
increasingly, one of its most

climate-exposed. Take just the
last three years, for instance -

Cyclone Michaung cost the State over
211,000 crore in a single week in 2023.

The compounded floods and droughts
of 2024 added another 10,000 crore in
economic losses.

Cyclone Ditwah destroyed crops across
2.11 lakh hectares of land, roughly the size
of three lakh football fields.

Add to this intensifying heatwaves
across districts such as Madurai and
Tiruchirappalli, along with significant loss
of productivity due to extreme heat, and
you have a State where political parties
«can no longer contest elections without
‘commitment to climate action.

On April 23, as Tamil Nadu heads to the
polls, the important question is: how
seriously have the parties engaged with
the climate crisis already reshaping the
State? To answer this, we have examined
their manifestos through a climate lens -
going beyond promises explicitly labelled
as climate policy to identify measures
linked to heat action, flood mitigation,
coastal protection, water management,
and agricultural resilience.

DMK: leading on climate
The Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam's (DMK)
manifesto is among the more
substantively climate-aware documents
produced by any major party in Tamil
Nadu for an Assembly election.

The standout section focuses on
extreme heat. The manifesto promises to
appoint District Heat Officers in every
district and city - officials tasked with
issuing localised heat warnings and
enforcing workplace safety during
extreme temperature events. Heat
‘mortality in India is chronically
undercounted, and the absence of
accountable, district-level climate officers
has long been a structural gap. If
implemented, this single measure could
save lives in the coming summers.
Alongside this, Al-based automatic
micro-grid weather stations in every
district would provide localised cyclone
and heat warnings - a meaningful
upgrade over city-level forecasting, which
leaves farmers and coastal communities
without adequate time to res| L

(On mobility, the DMK sets an explicit
target of 30% vehicle electrification by
2030, with electric bus services expanded
to five cities. Building on the Vidiyal
Payanam scheme for women, the party
has committed to inducting 10,000 new
buses equipped with modern facilities
and expanding mini-bus services to
improve last-mile connectivity. The
proposal for ‘Complete Streets’ with
pedestrian pathways and shade trees
addresses both the urban heat island
effect and the lack of walkable public
spaces that push people toward private
vehicles.

The promise to convert at least 3% of
urban land into ‘sponge city"
infrastructure is the language of serious
climate adaptation. So does the proposal
for a coastal green belt of native species -
including casuarina, palmyra, pongamia,
and mangroves ~ from Kanyakumari to
Tiruvallur to buffer sea erosion and
cyclonic winds.

The DMK has the advantage of
incumbency and the building blocks to
achieve this: the Tamil Nadu EV Policy

S
1“- Ly

On mobility, the DMK sets an explicit target of 30% vehicle electrification by 2030, with electric bus services expanded to five cities. FiLE PHOTO

Beyond the ises, three
factors will determine whether

Promising 2.22 crore energy-consuming
with no

‘Tamilar Katchi (NTK) has produced, by
conviction, thy

Tamil Nadu's next government
can align growth with climate
realities: institutional capacity,
integration and equity

¢ in place, and renewable
acity has crossed 25 GW. The
manifesto also includes early signals on
circular economy pathways, such as
bio-CNG and waste-to-energy
infrastructure in several cities. It is one of
the few manifestos to link climate action
with systems such as transport, flood
management, and public space design.
What is missing, however, are explicit
commitments on coastal zone
management and climate finance.

AIADMK: a significant RE
The All India Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam's (AIADMK) i to

energy-efficiency standards, grid-greening
guarantees, or old-appliance disposal
programme is (ommdmory

manifesto. NTK commits to macasmg
forest cover from 20.21% to 33%
five years, explicitly names the Pari

become uruvmd.:ble. but l.mr-smlc
distribution into a grid still reliant on
significant thermal power could increase
the State’s carbon load.

TVK: ambition without a track record
The Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) has
put forward a climate chapter that is, on
paper, the most ambmous among major
parties. The centrepiec
Climate-Resilient Tamil \adu Master Plan
2045, with a 38-district framework
backed by a dedicated 3,000 crore
climate budget and a proposed sustained
renewable economy division. If that
institutional architecture is real, it would
mark the first time a Tamil Nadu party
has treated climate as a standalone fiscal
and

converting all city buses to electric
vehicles is more sweeping in ambition
than the DMK’s targeted expansion. A full
fleet electrification effort (with timelines)
would be transformative for urban air
quality and sustainable mobi

ini priority.
On mobility, TVK promises 20,000 EV
fast-charging stations by 2031, full
electrification of 5,000 TNSTC buses, and
dedicated footpaths and cycling tracks
across 25 cities — a non-motorised
transport commitment unmatched by

rail in Chennai, Ce
and Madurai are also transit-positive. The
manifesto further promises to extend the
free bus scheme (currently for women) to
men travelling on city buses.

The promise of a 100% government
subsidy for solar pump sets for farmers is
powerful. Agricultural electricity demand
is a major driver of Tamil Nadu’s carbon
load, and solar pump sets could reduce
both emissions and the burden on
TANGEDCO. Rooftop solar subsidies for
households, along with additional
subsidies for micro and small industries,
round out a decentralised solar push. The
commitment to introduce climate change
into the school curriculum is understated
but meaningful.

‘Then there are the free refrigerators.

other
The “Vettri Solar Mission' targets 100%
renewable energy for Tamil Nadu. On
water, the numbers are staggering:
mmmuun of over 39,000 irrigation
s, five lakh new farm ponds, a 90%
mbudy for drip irrigation and a 25,000
crore Cauvery Delta Protection Fund.
The critical question, however, is
credibility. TVK has never governed, and

and UN cl
binding commitments, and pledges IO
cancel the Parandur Airport project, ban
coal mine expansion at NLC Neyveli,
block hydrocarbon exploration in the
Cauvery Delta, and oppose the
Environment Impact Assessment Draft
2020.

NTK's manifesto is a document that
future climate advocates in Tamil Nadu
will reference and one that other parties
should take note of.

A shift in political language
A simple keyword count across
‘manifestos reveals something worth
pausing on. In the DMK’s 2021 manifesto,
‘climate change’ appeared once; in 2026,
it appears six times. The AIADMK, which
made no mention of ‘climate’ in 2021,
now includes it at least twice.

NTK’s 2026 manifesto uses the word
‘environment" 16 times, while TVK, in its
first election, clocks five mentions of
‘climate change’.

These are word counts, not policies.
But together, they signal that the climate
crisis has entered Tamil Nadu’s political
vocabulary in a way it had not before.

Beyond the promises, three factors will

determine whether Tamil Nadu's next

government can align growth with climate
i institutional capacity, integration

and equity.
Manifestos are documents of promise.
On climate, they are also documents of

its total manifesto

2.1 lakh crore. The vision is encouraging,
but voters should press hard for the fiscal
plan behind it.

NTK’

‘Tamil Nadu's next
government will inherit not a distant
environmental challenge, but an
unfolding economic one. The question is
not only who offers the most, but who

green
Any discussion of Tamil Nadu's climate
election cannot be complete without
acknowledging that Seeman’s Naam

the capacity to i
coherently and consistently over time.

(Sanjiv Gopal is Chief Strategy Officer, Asar

Social Impact Advisors)

THE GIST

v

The DMK treats climate as a
systems problem, though
coastal management and
funding plans are unclear.

v

The AIADMK combines a
decentralised renewable push
with policy contradictions,
most notably the large-scale
distribution of refrigerators
without energy-efficiency o
grid decarbonisation
safeguards.

v

The TVK offers an expansive
Climate-Resilient Master Plan
and large-scale commitments,
but credibility and fiscal
sequencing remain unclear,
while the NTK presents the
clearest ideological climate
stance.

One home: Students take part in an
awareness campaign organised on World
Earth Day at the Cubbon Park in Bengaluru on
Wednesday.

The theme of this year’s Earth day was ‘Our
Power, Our Planet’.

23A. Tamil Nadu
and the climate
question

affreras 3k
AT HT 92T

Tamil Nadu is one of
India’s most
dynamic economies /
ATHEATS TR Y Fad
arfaehe srdegavansit
FauFd

e Tamil Nadu is
one of India’s most
dynamic economies
and, increasingly, one
of its most climate-
exposed.

ATRIATS R T FTH
arferefier srdegawamsit
H I UF ¢ 3R
g FaY T STerarg-
ganfaa It 7 o
IECRIREE]

e Take just the
last three years, for
instance — Cyclone
Michaung cost the
State over ¥11,000
crore in a single week
in 2023.

3SIEY0T & foIv el
et st sr et —
TJehard fA<lT & 2023
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#H U & IedTg H ToT & 11,000 mﬁmaﬂﬂwqgam|

The compounded floods and droughts of 2024 added another ¥10,000 crore in economic
losses.

2024 &1 H§gFd g AR F@ F HfARFT 210,000 F3 F1 31k bt ST

Cyclone Ditwah destroyed crops across 2.11 lakh hectares of land, roughly the size of three
lakh football fields.

THATT feaare = 2.11 JT §FAT (A & BHA T 75 I TG, ST ST AT g Pl
HeTell & R B

Add to this intensifying heatwaves across districts such as Madurai and Tiruchirappalli,
along with significant loss of productivity due to extreme heat.

g8 @y AgY AR fsfRraeeh S forell # woc fiedew 3R srcafas el & HROT scureehar &
Y T oY enfReT &1

And you have a State where political parties can no longer contest elections without
commitment to climate action.

3R H TR Tg Teh THT T Ta IAT § ST ASTeilicloh Gof 37 STAAT HIETS & TicT FicaGerall
& foretT etra 1€t o5 Tehdl |

On April 23, as Tamil Nadu heads to the polls, the important question is how seriously have
the parties engaged with the climate crisis already reshaping the State.

23 3 I ST ATHAATS YoATT T IR ¢ T6T &, AGea o1 99T € § T &ell o T Y G- TR
< T¢ STeaTg e o Tl fehctelt 18R fewrs B
To answer this, we have examined their manifestos through a climate lens — going beyond

promises labelled as climate policy to identify measures linked to heat action, flood
mitigation, coastal protection, water management, and agricultural resilience.

SHHT 3R I & TIT AT SoTeh SO T STerarg giveHIor & fALeIvoT foharl § — Shael Stelary
A & & 7 RS el I 31T e d1C e, 16 =7, TET HRaT0T, et yaeret 3 Fi
arfIeTdsT & o738 3UTHT I ggT i &l

DMK: leading on climate / SIT#&: Saary I3 3aroft

The Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) manifesto is among the more climate-aware
documents produced by any major party in Tamil Nadu for an Assembly election.

1S HAF FIIAH (DMK) ST GO AfHAeTTg & fonelt it vog@ aret garT faem=rasi g=11a &
foIT IR T 7T 1R STeraTg-Wd S¥amasil 4 & Th g

The standout section focuses on extreme heat.

SHeT THE 19T et W Hfea

The manifesto promises to appoint District Heat Officers in every district and city.
oI g2 forer 3iR erex  fore e srftrard forgere et 1 ater a8

Officials tasked with issuing localised heat warnings and enforcing workplace safety during
extreme temperature events.

3 AR TN FaX 9 T Y Aamaelt SRy et 3R 3T i araareT & e Frieer
T FiARET oA & ToIw fSeer giet|

Heat mortality in India is chronically undercounted, and the absence of district-level
climate officers has long been a structural gap.

HRA H AIE HcG & T ol THT A A 3MTehela] haT STTT T6T 8 3R Frelr-Fedig srerary
IR it It veh TRaeTcHS Sl W

If implemented, this single measure could save lives in the coming summers.

I ore] foram 3, AY T U 3T 1Y aTer ISt # SfiaeT &= wFhar ¥

Alongside this, Al-based automatic micro-grid weather stations in every district would
provide localised cyclone and heat warnings.
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g% AT TS ToTol 7 w3 3mena Arssh-Frs #lwer weere T fre sireer & v
Tehard 3T et AqmEaet ge= FiEt

A meaningful upgrade over city-level forecasting, which leaves farmers and coastal
communities without adequate time to respond.

Tg AET-FANT GEATTHAT hT JoIeAT & Teh Hgea Ul GUR &, S bt 3R T oerait s gfied
gfafeRdT GF T 61 Tl

On mobility, the DMK sets an explicit target of 30% vehicle electrification by 2030.

aRageT & 819 & SIUAS o 2030 T 30% aTee! & FagFcliior 1 Tuse ey e A g |
With electric bus services expanded to five cities.

Y & gofaes a8 VIT3T FT 91T AT dh TATdTRd [T ST |

Building on the Vidiyal Payanam scheme for women, the party has committed to inducting
10,000 new buses equipped with modern facilities.

Afge3it & fore fafeamer aarrs Fera & MUR 0 arél A 3y Flawmsi & o7 10,000 7§
TH A e 7 areT R g

And expanding mini-bus services to improve last-mile connectivity.
3R Ae-aw dansit #1 faear & ifas Ala FafFefad o Jgay g7 &1 J&g @ gl

The proposal for ‘Complete Streets’ with pedestrian pathways and shade trees addresses
both the urban heat island effect and the lack of walkable public spaces.

‘FFoAE FECH I TEda forae Yger g7 3R SRIER 387 afAd §, el fie snsas s 3k
Yeol Tl AT TSt fateh TATAT T HeAY AT T TN AT &

The promise to convert at least 3% of urban land into ‘sponge city’ infrastructure / gt
AN F FA & FA 3% F T A Irqwtaar & aRafda Fa Fr awer

The promise to convert at least 3% of urban land into ‘sponge city’ infrastructure is the
language of serious climate adaptation.

HH A HH 3% e A T Toor Ry sraaere & gRafcia aat o1 arer 7R TRy IeTgHere
T T B |

So does the proposal for a coastal green belt of native species — including casuarina,
palmyra, pongamia, and mangroves — from Kanyakumari to Tiruvallur to bue er sea
erosion and cyclonic winds.

S8 GhR FATAT Tttt 1 T gRa agél o1 yeara — forast Fgarfen, aramem, dimfaa
3R Axa anfdrer § — Fearpadt § faaeey a0 TR Fera 3R Twhard) garst i Jehe & fow
gl

The DMK has the advantage of incumbency and the building blocks to achieve this: the
Tamil Nadu EV Policy 2023 is already in place, and renewable energy capacity has
crossed 25 GW.

DMK & UTE | # g1t T @17 3R S8 IS ohdel o TR dcd §: aferererg $at sifer 2023
TES A o] &, 3R THIONT FAT 47T 25 GW & 3HT8h &1 gehr ¢ |

The manifesto also includes early signals on circular economy pathways, such as bio-CNG
and waste-to-energy infrastructure in several cities.

BSOS #H For AT AT & AFIT & Hehe 3 AT &, S &S 6T H aIAN-CNG 3R aFe-g-
TSl HEETAT|

It is one of the few manifestos to link climate action with systems such as transport, « ood
management, and public space design.

Ig 31 $O EINONTAT H § Teh & ST Serarg FRaT$ w1 IRaga, 915 yaee ik adsfas wurer
fEemger S gonforat @ shsa §1

What is missing, however, are explicit commitments on coastal zone management and
climate « nance.

gTollTe, $E AT &7 waere 3R srearg Ra < Fee gfdaeydnt 761 ¢ |
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AIADMK: a signis cant RE push / THTETSITHF: A0 Falt 9 U Ageaqot SR

The All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) commitment to converting all
city buses to electric vehicles is more sweeping in ambition than the DMK’s targeted
expansion.

3iter 373 31e=1 &S 7AT F3I (AIADMK) F7 T3Tr el Tt Y s fares amgatt o aRafda
FA T Hehed DMK & @it FaFdR T ol # 31T¥sh araeh HgcdTehiall arell &

A full « eet electrie cation e« ort (with timelines) would be transformative for urban air
guality and sustainable mobility.

Teh qUT Felte Faggelienor v (waraiar afed) eredt arg roraer ik gaa afqefiear  fov
aRadeTeRrY g

Metro rail expansions in Chennai, Coimbatore, and Madurai are also transit-positive.
AeaTs, PRI HR AGY F AL 1 faraw o aRaear & faw garres £

The manifesto further promises to extend the free bus scheme (currently for women) to men
travelling on city buses.

SO 37T {F a7 Aot (S dcrelet 7 Afgen3it & forw &) i eredt a@t & Irm Fa are gout
T SGTel & JTeT aXdT g |

The promise of a 100% government subsidy for solar pump sets for farmers is powerful.
fraret & foIv Ao 99 @€ 9T 100% AIHNY AfeHST &7 d1eT 3cdd FHIGATA ¢

Agricultural electricity demand is a major driver of Tamil Nadu’s carbon load, and solar
pump sets could reduce both emissions and the burden on TANGEDCO.

F Y Rrsrelt AT ARG & FaaT HR 1 Teh TqW HROT §, AR Ao 97 A 3cqra 3R

TANGEDCO W $TR gt Sl Fe T Thdl ¢ |

Rooftop solar subsidies for households, along with additional subsidies for micro and
small industries, round out a decentralised solar push.

ERT & ToIT Thery Wer Afewst, 27 g 3 oy et & fav sfaRed afeqsl, vh
fFiga w391 v # @ HA L

The commitment to introduce climate change into the school curriculum is understated but
meaningful.

TH TGAHHA A TeAarg IRkl Y A FIA T TicTaetrdl AROT el 8, wHfehet Ageaqor
gl

Then there are the free refrigerators.

3 G HFd ISR T HeaT T B

Promising 2.22 crore energy-consuming appliances with no accompanying energy-

e ciency standards, grid-greening guarantees, or old-appliance disposal programme is
contradictory.

2.22 FUS FAT-WId FI aT 3YHIN AT dTeT 91 TFET FAT S&Tar AleTept, AT s 3mear= a7
T SYHIOT frTerer Frisa & faremenmed g

As temperatures rise, refrigerators may become unavoidable, but large-scale distribution into
a grid still reliant on signie cant thermal power could increase the State’s carbon load.

SHA-SIH ATIHS TGl §, IBhone e 81 Wevd 8, Aifehet Ageaqur eier aray W e s 7
T3 YA WX FAaR0T U & et 9 1 FgT TeheT &

TVK: ambition without a track record / &Y Repis & 4T Agarian

The Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) has put forward a climate chapter that is, on paper,
the most ambitious among major parties.

AR AEE FIIH (TVK) 7 Ueh STeTarg AT T [T 8, Sl hiaTel IR YT Sell A T
37 Agcarshiel §1
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The centrepiece is a Climate-Resilient Tamil Nadu Master Plan 2045, with a 38-district
framework backed by a dedicated ¥3,000 crore climate budget and a proposed sustained
renewable economy division.

SHHT HTY IR FargAe-Afave afRaerg ARe v 2045 8, fSae 38-f3rar g, aAda
3,000 F3 Ferary Foie, R yEcifad Adinofii srdegaeyr g8imer nfae &

If that institutional architecture is real, it would mark the « rst time a Tamil Nadu party has
treated climate as a standalone « scal and administrative priority.

I g WEATTA FIGAT AR &, ol TE Tgell IR I STel fehall ATHAATS U1t o STorarg i Teh
Faa o 3l werafas wrafAear & &9 F A= 8

On mobility, TVK promises 20,000 EV fast-charging stations by 2031, full electris cation of
5,000 TNSTC buses, and dedicated footpaths and cycling tracks across 25 cities — a
non-motorised transport commitment unmatched by other manifestos.

el & &1 #, TVK 2031 @& 20,000 §dt SRee-afoier T2+, 5,000 TNSTC &t %7 qot
fregefior, 3% 25 et # Feury va AT ¢F 1 arer AT ¢ — T I-ART AT
Rager afdeeyar 37 gionaat &7 Agfad gl

The ‘Vettri Solar Mission’ targets 100% renewable energy for Tamil Nadu.
‘Jefe Wrer e daffierg & forw 100% adieoiir Fa &1 oed W@arg|

On water, the numbers are staggering: restoration of over 39,000 irrigation tanks,  ve lakh
new farm ponds, a 90% subsidy for drip irrigation and a ¥5,000 crore Cauvery Delta
Protection Fund.

STeT & &1 7 377ehs dienlel aTel &: 39,000 & Jrftrss AT ol 1 qareiaa, i o AT wret
gies, 3 A w 90% afewd), 31X 5,000 13 F1Ad ST TIETOT HIV|

The critical question, however, is credibility.

glellTeh, HgcaquT 9ol faeawaliaar 1 g

TVK has never governed, and its total manifesto commitments exceed ¥1.1 lakh crore.
TVK & 8l AT =fgT fohar €, 3R 38 el BV are 1.1 a1 #:03 § 3w ¢

The vision is encouraging, but voters should press hard for the ¢ scal plan behind it.

IS¢ URUTIETI &, olfchel HAGIAT3I T S8 NS o AT AIstelT I SR =1 =18 T

NTK’s overlooked green manifesto / TsTéldh T HASET &Rl TITUMIT

Any discussion of Tamil Nadu’s climate election cannot be complete without acknowledging
that Seeman’s Naam Tamilar Katchi (NTK) has produced, by ideological conviction, the
greenest manifesto.

ATAATS o STorarg TeArd 9 IS o ==l WATer HiY AL AR F39 (NTK) & Fadt g
ENYUTTYH 1 FlehR T faaT qo w787 g1 Hehell|

NTK commits to increasing forest cover from 20.21% to 33% within ¢ ve years, explicitly
names the Paris Agreement and UN climate guidelines as binding commitments, and
pledges to cancel the Parandur Airport project, ban coal mine expansion at NLC Neyveli,
block hydrocarbon exploration in the Cauvery Delta, and oppose the Environment
Impact Assessment Draft 2020.

NTK aier 8t 3 37 817 H 20.21% F 33% aF e, IRT Fasila 3 wg7Fa usg Feary
frenfardet T areenily Are, TgT TIRWIE IRANSTT T5g FI, NLC Adelt & Fer @eter
RFaR WX gfaeer T, 1 3eeT A BRI HavoT Ushed, TUT TATAIOT THTT AThelel
Fdter 2020 T faYEr FI FH Thed oidT g

NTK’s manifesto is a document that future climate advocates in Tamil Nadu will reference
and one that other parties should take note of.

NTK &7 BSOS Ueh QAT SEATAS & Tordl 1fas & Srerary order Hefdia shiat 31 3re golf ot
Y 38 9T &1 ST TR
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A shift in political language / TsTalfae $maT & qREd=T

A simple keyword count across manifestos reveals something worth pausing on.

BT # Teh FIUROT FS AT FS Hea ol Hahd acll 81

In the DMK’s 2021 manifesto, ‘climate change’ appeared once; in 2026, it appears six times.
DMK & 2021 €OIas & ‘STefary IRacteT Teh R 31T, 2026 H I§ ©F IR AT &

The AIADMK, which made no mention of ‘climate’ in 2021, now includes it at least twice.
AIADMK, Torget 2021 & ‘STelaTy’ T 3eold 6T [ohdT AT, 379 3 A A e al IR AT AT L |

NTK’s 2026 manifesto uses the word ‘environment’ 16 times, while TVK, in its ¢ rst election,
clocks [1 ve mentions of ‘climate change’.

NTK & 2026 SO & TATaX0T 2Ueg 16 IR 3T 8, STafeh TVK, 39 Tgel Ioi1d &, ‘STerdrg
IRadel’ & 91T 9K 3eoid Hdl ¢

These are word counts, not policies.

¥ ereg 0T §, oF T At

But together, they signal that the climate crisis has entered Tamil Nadu’s political
vocabulary in a way it had not before.

ekt AT A Hehel & 8 Toh STelaTy WHE 31 ATHIATS T ISTeAITceh eaTaell & Tgol & Jolell
7 At U T gF 8

Beyond the promises, three factors will determine whether Tamil Nadu’s next government can
align growth with climate realities: institutional capacity, integration and equity.

arel ¥ R, el SR Tg T LI o I9TeN THR TARI b STolarg aReciashai3it & AL Hd
Sl HEATTT &TACT, ThIRIoT 3R AT

Manifestos are documents of promise.

YUY Il & GEaaaT gl & |

On climate, they are also documents of preparedness.

SToraTg & Teet A, I At & SFaraet S gl 2 |

Tamil Nadu’s next government will inherit not a distant environmental challenge, but an
unfolding economic one.

ATHCATS hT 3TN AIHR T IS G T JATGRONT HHe 7761, dioeh Ueh (e ard gF 6T i+
e favad # e

The question is not only who o+ ers the most, but who demonstrates the capacity to
implement coherently and consistently over time.

SR Shelof TG 161 © 1oh ShieT 3TTeIeh dTeT HcT &, Sioeh Ig ¢ Toh hisl WA F AT FHAA 3 Forrelt
FRITTaI &THAT fe@rdr g
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Questions and Ansiuers to the
previous day’s daily quiz: 1. In which
year was this event first held? Ans: 1970
2. How is the person Julian Koenig
associated with Earth Day? Ans: He
coined the term Earth Day

3. The first Earth Day was focused on
which country? Ans: United States

4. What is the Earth Day-themed single
released in 19907 Ans: Tomorrow’s
World

5. Which was the unfortunate event that
gave a push for the event to be
observed? Ans: Santa Barbara oil spill
Visual: How is this related to Earth Day?
Ans: On Earth Day 2016, the
landmark Paris Agreement was
signed by the United States, the U.K,,
China, and 120 other countries

Early Birds: C Saravanan | Tom Alan
Faith | Lalchand Bhutani | K.N.
Viswanathan | Sumana Dutta

memorable and appealing.

23A. QUIZ

First Observance in 1970

e The event refers to Earth Day, first held in 1970,
marking a major milestone in global environmental awareness.
Initiated in the United States, it mobilized millions to demand
action against pollution and ecological degradation.

e Led by Gaylord Nelson, it laid the foundation for
modern environmental movements.

e Today, it is observed worldwide, influencing policies
on climate change, conservation, and sustainable
development.

Julian Koenig and Earth Day

e Julian Koenig, an American advertising copywriter, is
credited with coining the term “Earth Day” in 1970.

o Working with environmental campaign organizers, he
suggested the name due to its rhyme with “birthday,” making it

e The term played a key role in branding the movement, helping it gain widespread recognition.
e Since then, Earth Day has evolved into a global environmental event promoting awareness

and sustainability.

First Earth Day and the United States

o The first Earth Day in 1970 was primarily focused on the United States, where it originated as
a nationwide environmental movement. Initiated by Gaylord Nelson, it mobilized around 20
million Americans to protest pollution and ecological degradation.

e This mass participation led to stronger environmental laws and institutions, including the
creation of regulatory frameworks, later inspiring global adoption of Earth Day as an
international environmental awareness event.

“Tomorrow’s World” — Earth Day 1990 Single

e The Earth Day-themed single Tomorrow’s World was released in 1990 to promote global
environmental awareness during the expanded international celebration of Earth Day.
o |t reflected growing concern about issues such as pollution, deforestation, and climate

change.

e The 1990 campaign marked Earth Day’s transformation into a worldwide movement,
mobilizing millions across countries and strengthening environmental advocacy through
media, music, and public participation.

Santa Barbara Oil Spill and Earth Day

e The Santa Barbara oil spill in California significantly influenced the launch of Earth Day in

1970.

e The massive spill released millions of gallons of crude oil into the Pacific Ocean, causing
severe environmental damage and public outrage.

e |t highlighted the dangers of industrial pollution and inspired policymakers like Gaylord
Nelson to initiate a nationwide environmental movement, leading to the first Earth Day

observance.
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23A

retellings

Forty years since the disaster, Chernobyl is a story that keeps finding new

ITYST ¥ AT a¥ a1 fY, A T FE A7 T & TR-TR JT 3T @' &

Forty years since the disaster, Chernobyl
is a story that keeps finding new retellings

Three books on the tragedy provide a detailed understanding on what transpired, drawing on Soviet archives, KGB documents, interviews, and

testimonies by survivors to reveal both the system that failed and the human cost it left behind

Vasi
he Bhopal gas tragedy killed
more people. The Soviet
Union’s nuclear tests in
Semipalatinsk irradiated a

_|_ larger area over a longer period. Why

then has the Chernobyl disaster endured
so pronouncedly in the popular
imagination?

During a flawed safety test, the nuclear
reactor at the heart of the Chernobyl
disaster entered an unstable state,
culminating in explosions at 1:23 a.m. on
April 26, 1986. The first firefighters
arrived at the plant within minutes,
expecting an ordinary fire. By then, the
reactor core had exploded. When the
personnel climbed on the roof, they
stepped on blast debris. They didn’t know
what it really was.

‘Two lieutenants led teams that
managed to prevent the fire from
spreading to adjacent units. But within a
few hours, they were vomiting, and most
of them died within weeks.

An illusory prestige

In Chernobyl: History of a Tragedy, Serhii
Plokhy, a noted historian of Eastern
Europe, established that scientists had
warned about the reactor’s instability.
The Soviet leadership had ignored these
warnings in the interest of what Plokhy
called “atomic prestige” — the
international status that came with
taming nuclear power in the post-war era.
The Communist leadership could trumpet
this prestige within the country,
considering nuclear physics was believed

to sit at the top of a hierarchy of
knowledge.

The events at Chernobyl in 1986,
however, exposed this prestige to be
illusory. The power plant was located
near Prypiat. The city, until then a
statement of Soviet modernity, quickly
became a ghost town. The disaster also
happened around the same time that
Mikhail Gorbachev was ramping up
industrial output. The expectation
resulted in senior staff at the plant being
caught between the obligation to deliver
dangerous levels of power and the
desperation not to face the consequences
of non-compliance. In his 2019 book,
Midnight in Chernobyl, the British
journalist Adam Higginbotham diagnosed
this trap as an obsession with scale that
outpaced safety.

A thorough account
Midnight is in fact one of the best books
on the Chernobyl disaster for those
interested in its people. It is replete with
interviews and provides a thorough
account of how the disaster unfolded
without being overwhelming. Chernobyl’s
complexity was always going to make for
confusing history, and any historical
account that claimed otherwise would be
mistaken. Midnight includes conflicting
details to illustrate this, aside from also
showing up where the 2019 HBO show
Chernobyl gets its facts wrong. It also has
a few mistakes of its own, such as when it
says the hydrogen atom has a neutron.
But these details are trivial in the
narrative, which is the real treasure.

On the other hand, Plokhy’s book is

perhaps the most complete single-volume
account of the disaster. The historian
drew on Soviet archives, KGB documents,
and testimony by survivors that writers
before him couldn’t. He pieced together
the disaster’s immediate aftermath in
such fine detail that the book often reads
like a novel. Because of the authority of
his sources, Plokhy’s voice is confident,
including when he dissects the Soviet
bureaucratic culture that rendered the
disaster a matter of time. Its only
downside, admittedly an important one,
is that it sometimes understates the
disaster’s health effects. It is nonetheless
an excellent reference for those seeking to
understand what actually happened.

Voices from Chernobyl, by the Russian
journalist Svetlana Alexievich, opens with
the testimony of Lyudmilla Ignatenko,
whose husband was one of the first
fire-fighters at the plant. She recalled
following him to a hospital in Moscow,
hiding her pregnancy to remain at his
bedside. His skin cracked, his hair fell out,
and pieces of his lungs and liver came out
of his mouth. He died in 14 days. Her own
daughter only lived four hours: the
doctors told Lyudmilla the foetus had
absorbed radiation from her womb.

The desperate efforts to safeguard the
reactor came to be called the Battle of
Chernobyl, with a twist: the enemies here
- more immediately, radiation, and more
importantly, the state — were invisible.
The plant was in Ukraine but 70% of the
radionuclides fell in Belarus. The
government didn't evacuate Prypiat for
two days. The Kremlin only issued a
statement on April 28, when radiation

triggered alarms at a nuclear plant in
Sweden. Gorbachev even encouraged
citizens to participate in May Day parades
—an act Plokhy argued was the moment
Ukrainians became permanently
disillusioned with the state.

At the level of the body

Of the many ways to understand
Chernobyl, from scientific to political,
Voices from Chernobyl brought to bear the
existential. Alexievich interviewed
hundreds of survivors over many years
but her principal contribution was her
voice. She removed herself from the
narrative, instead setting out the
testimonies of fire-fighters, physicists, and
re-settlers without imposing any
arguments on them. She seemed to be
saying no synthesis could ever capture
the events at Chernobyl. Against the
meticulousness of Plokhy and
Higginbotham, Alexievich argued that the
disaster could only ever be legible at the
level of the body, even if such bodies
number in the thousands. Since the
disaster, Chernobyl has been complicated
as much by sci-fi lore and military video
games — which treated the defunct facility
as an ominous battleground — as by
haunting photographs and, today, a dark
tourism industry. Scholars have described
the Zone of Exclusion as a unique place
where it is now possible to bodily
experience a historic politico-technical
failure. Even Fukushima didn’t manage
this, thus avoiding slipping into
mythology. In fact, Fukushima was a
disaster. Chernobyl is a story that keeps
finding new retellings.

23A. Forty years since the disaster, Chernobyl is a story that keeps finding

new retellings

YT & TN a¥ a1 8ft, A=ffaer &Y Fee AT T A TR-I) AT 3T Tl &

e Three books on the tragedy provide a detailed understanding on what transpired,

drawing on Soviet archives, KGB documents, interviews, and testimonies by survivors

to reveal both the system that failed and the human cost it left behind

39 AHET 9X ARG ofler gFash Wifeara e, Feitd sramas, aearerrt AR hfaa a=
AN AT AT & AR W et A aEga gHst ya Ft 7, ad 37 fAwe yomel sik

3% 118 G ATNT THATA SNl T GeATHT il §
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e The Bhopal gas tragedy killed more people.
siaTer 3 FAEY F 3178 AeT AR A0

e The Soviet Union’s nuclear tests in Semipalatinsk irradiated a larger area over a longer
period.

T ¥ & Affgenfaes 7 ooy whetoi & G FHT dw TR & 1 Ao )
o Why then has the Chernobyl disaster endured so pronouncedly in the popular

imagination?

ar TR AT 39T & NFRNT Feqar 7 sdel TS T T F4T T

e During a * awed safety test, the nuclear reactor at the heart of the Chernobyl disaster
entered an unstable state, culminating in explosions at 1:23 a.m. on April 26, 1986.

Teh 0T G TH&TT & SR, AeAffaret 3ToeT & she 7 U AT Rudrey JfeuT sraear &
<ol 31T, ST 26 3 1986 I Fae 1:23 Tt faTwhIet 3 JRord g31|
e The e« rste res ghters arrived at the plant within minutes, expecting an ordinary - re.
TEe EHFmATH To €1 [AeTet & §IF R g 1T, Ig Hiadl §U o Ag T WK 19T 2|
e By then, the reactor core had exploded.
s e Ruaet #R faewifea & g am|
¢ When the personnel climbed on the roof, they stepped on blast debris.
9 AT T W TS, Al 3ogiel [ATPIC & HAS T e QT |
e They didn’t know what it really was.
3¢ Tg AAET U AT Foh 98 areda & T |

¢ Two lieutenants led teams that managed to prevent the ¢ re from spreading to adjacent
units.

ar Affreeiel & EAT &7 Adca fhaT Tofegiel 31TeT ol frareadt s#msal o thell @ ek T
e But within a few hours, they were vomiting, and most of them died within weeks.

AfeheT Fo &1 Tt A I 3o HTal ofdl, 3R 3oTe I TR F© & gl H FI 7T
An illusory prestige / T& @Teqfeis qfasar

e In Chernobyl: History of a Tragedy, Serhii Plokhy, a noted historian of Eastern Europe,
established that scientists had warned about the reactor’s instability.

Chernobyl: History of a Tragedy #, qdi I37 & THGH SiagahR W@ card! o adm o
denfas) o Aarash § off fo Ruaer IR

e The Soviet leadership had ignored these warnings in the interest of what Plokhy called
“atomic prestige” — the international status that came with taming nuclear power in the
post-war era.

RIATT Aqed A g7 ATl Y TS WT Y e, ol colledr = “aHATo] Ffersar” shel — Jere
hTel 3 GRATY] ATF TR fAIF0T & R arell siaarsdry feufd |

e The Communist leadership could trumpet this prestige within the country, considering
nuclear physics was believed to sit at the top of a hierarchy of knowledge.

FHFYFATe Acfed o2l o IR 38 IIASST T TR FT TehclT AT, F1{h GATI] silferehr 1 71T
gafoa Al 7 AT ST 47|
e The events at Chernobyl in 1986, however, exposed this prestige to be illusory.
gTeliioh, 1986 F daffarer T TeaAT3l & 39 Ufasar FI ARTE Arfad < |
e The power plant was located near Prypiat.
Ig faegd wa= freara & ar feurd
e The city, until then a statement of Soviet modernity, quickly became a ghost town.

Ig ALY, S Tgol RaTd YA T Yclleh AT, STeal &1 Ueh ${faidm e =7 1|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 3



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

The disaster also happened around the same time that Mikhail Gorbachev was ramping up
industrial output.

%mmmﬁmﬁmmﬁaaﬁa@ﬁ?mw@m
The expectation resulted in senior stas at the plant being caught between the obligation to

deliver dangerous levels of power and the desperation not to face the consequences of
non-compliance.

3 37UETT & HRUT TIT & TRTS HHURT FeaATeh Tl A Fail ool & gcd HR Ieqaterel o FId
& qRomHAT ¥ Fo T A & 9 H a0

In his 2019 book, Midnight in Chernobyl, the British journalist Adam Higginbotham
diagnosed this trap as an obsession with scale that outpaced safety.

379=iT 2019 Y gFAS, Midnight in Chernoby! &, fsfeer Taer vear ety & 5o feufa it
faFar & wfer STeTer A Sit GRaT & 31797 fo¥eher aray |

A thorough account / Ta faeer fawor

Midnight is in fact one of the best books on the Chernobyl disaster for those interested in its
people.

Midnight areca & Heffrer 3TUeT O 31 Slelt & fT Fafde Tl 7 & Teh & it 38 @t &
TR @a gl

It is replete with interviews and provides a thorough account of how the disaster unfolded
without being overwhelming.

TE WIRTIhRI & YT & AR AT SfSNeT G 31T & Tetrsha 1 fareeqer fRawor g A &
Chernobyl's complexity was always going to make for confusing history, and any historical
account that claimed otherwise would be mistaken.

deifferer T STfeerar g #fAd F3A are sfaer TEgd T arelr &Y, 3R i o Ufceraen
favor 3 faodia grar adr, a8 ITeld aidrl

Midnight includes cone icting details to illustrate this, aside from also showing up where the
2019 HBO show Chernobyl gets its facts wrong.

Midnight 38 TIs¢ el o forv faRTemsit faawor enfier w3t 8, arer € I off feardr g o

2019 HTHBO &Y Chernoby!| gl Ireld &1

It also has a few mistakes of its own, such as when it says the hydrogen atom has a
neutron.

$HH T A arctfaar o §, S TE FgaTl o gTegiorer TAT] H Uk wqgiel g o

But these details are trivial in the narrative, which is the real treasure.

Qftret & fawor e 3 dero &, St areda 7 3ET §

On the other hand, Plokhy’s book is perhaps the most complete single-volume account of
the disaster.

@ 3R, CelrEl AT qFaSH SH HICT H HHI: T I0T vhal-@s Faor g
The historian drew on Soviet archives, KGB documents, and testimony by survivors that
writers before him couldn’t.

sfagraeR o Aifdad sffdanm, Feid grars, 3R Shfad a3 dert & rad w1 391 faa,
S 378 UGl oh ofEahl oh TolT 3TUCISY Al 2T

He pieced together the disaster's immediate aftermath in such ¢ ne detail that the book
often reads like a novel.

3eglel JTTET & deehlel dT& i Sclal FaH faaor 3 SIsT foh Tecdeh 37eFaT Teh SUAT SHAT efrelt
el

Because of the authority of his sources, Plokhy’s voice is cone dent, including when he
dissects the Soviet bureaucratic culture that rendered the disaster a matter of time.
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379aY YAl T [FTHAIAT & FHIROT, T 1 371aTeT 3TcAfaeardl &, et 519 ag 39 afdaa
AlerTeamd) FEpfa 1 [Feavor ad § foast 38 31moer &t 3afert = feam

e |ts only downside, admittedly an important one, is that it sometimes understates the
disaster’s health e« ects.

ST THATT T, ST AEcAYUT &, TE & Toh T Holl-aref 3TIaT & FIRELT omal Y FH FI&
feard §

e Itis nonetheless an excellent reference for those seeking to understand what actually
happened.

T 8, T8 37 ST & ToIT Ueh 3cgrse Weet & i Ig HHSTAT Mgl & Toh aeeid ﬁwgﬁl

Voices from Chernoby! / aaffaer & 3maret

e Voices from Chernobyl, by the Russian journalist Svetlana Alexievich, opens with the
testimony of Lyudmilla Ignatenko, whose husband was one of the « rst « re-» ghters at the
plant.

Voices from Chernoby!, & 3R FadamaT safFedfaa garr fafea, sgsfaer seards
ITATEY A Y et &, TSieTeh 9l T & vgel grsva 3l 7 4§ vah U

e She recalled following him to a hospital in Moscow, hiding her pregnancy to remain at his
bedside.

Segie) TG T foh 3 3o7ah NS ATERY & Teh 31ETdTel deb a7 31T 37k 91 @Y & TIw 3(Teir
T US|

e His skin cracked, his hair fell out, and pieces of his lungs and liver came out of his mouth.
3eTeh! ool e 318, STel 73 7T, 3R 3eTeh hohst T el & Tohs SeTeh Hg W dET 3T ofdT |

e Hedied in 14 days.
3AH g 14 Rt A g1 18|

e Her own daughter only lived four hours: the doctors told Lyudmilla the foetus had absorbed
radiation from her womb.

mmwmwﬁmﬁa@r:ﬁwﬁﬁﬂgﬁwaﬁm%s{w#ﬂ#ﬁam
N w3 for gl

e The desperate e« orts to safeguard the reactor came to be called the Battle of Chernobyl,
with a twist: the enemies here — more immediately, radiation, and more importantly, the
state — were invisible.

Rusret st gefara @ & RSt yardt I Aaffarer 1 a5 el a1, veh fqQvar & ar:
Tgl & AT — clcshrel &9 & fAfEHIOr, 3iR 31 Fgca ol &9 & T — 37527 3|

e The plant was in Ukraine but 70% of the radionuclides fell in Belarus.
T Jghet H AT olfheT 70% WSAegFarssd damed # IR

e The government didn’t evacuate Prypiat for two days.
TR  Rreara 1 &Y a1t I Qrelr 18T S|

e The Kremlin only issued a statement on April 28, when radiation triggered alarms at a
nuclear plant in Sweden.

amﬁaﬁarmzsaﬁaaﬁmmﬁm,aafaﬁ:{wﬁwgaa?wwmﬁm
o feam|

e Gorbachev even encouraged citizens to participate in May Day parades — an act Plokhy
argued was the moment Ukrainians became permanently disillusioned with the state.

M A ARTREDT T 7 feaw T H $197 et & e ot Aiearigd foham — cold) & 38R I8
g &T0T UT ST FehieTdel AN &7 F T ¥ famer g) 717

At the level of the body / e & TaX W
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Of the many ways to understand Chernobyl, from scientie ¢ to political, Voices from
Chernobyl brought to bear the existential.

YA T THST F 314 hT H, IR F TSAAIAF dh, Voices from Chernobyl
FfeacTaTa v I @H |

Alexievich interviewed hundreds of survivors over many years but her principal
contribution was her voice.

FATFEATAT =1 g ant & Aewgl AT a2 At 1 ATETThR T, Afehet 37eht HET JrereT
3oTeh! TaTeT AT

She removed herself from the narrative, instead setting out the testimonies of ¢ re-e ghters,
physicists, and re-settlers without imposing any arguments on them.

3ogiel T T AT/ 37797 & foran AR gwrmpars i, sitferfae skt geraifa st & aranfeat
1 ToretT fonalt ek AT et T

She seemed to be saying no synthesis could ever capture the events at Chernobyl.

IE ATl TE g W A 3 IS 3 Feerwor Ao i aeansit H o a¥E A Ihs FehT|

Against the meticulousness of Plokhy and Higginbotham, Alexievich argued that the
disaster could only ever be legible at the level of the body, even if such bodies number in
the thousands.

warelt AR Refreratersr & gawar & faudia, srfeadiad & ae fear i 5& 3mder 1 hael R
F TAT 9T & THST ST FohdT &, 37T &7 ¥ IRR §=IRT H g

Since the disaster, Chernobyl has been complicated as much by sci-+ lore and military
video games — which treated the defunct facility as an ominous battleground — as by
haunting photographs and, today, a dark tourism industry.

3TIET & §1¢, ¥, AAffae F A13-B1$ FAT3HT 3R o7 AifFA v 3 saw & SfeaT samar g —
58 ST el T Ueh s1aTae U & ¥ & TEdd X § — ForcaTn for sramae @il 3k
31T & 3Tk EREH 38T |

Scholars have described the Zone of Exclusion as a unique place where it is now possible
to bodily experience a historic politico-technical failure.

facareil o afgsaTor &1 (Zone of Exclusion) Y Teh TH 37(S TUTT & &9 # afoid fomam & STer
319 AT Terelifars-aehetehy faderar 1 e srepsra fovam ST @ehaTT 81

Even Fukushima didn’t manage this, thus avoiding slipping into mythology.
TgT oIk o G TRrAT o VT AT & ara, foredt o e 9 o & a7 aram|
In fact, Fukushima was a disaster.

arEdd #, Hh AT U Jraer ot

Chernobyl is a story that keeps * nding new retellings.

AAfferer v THY FEEN § S TR-IR AT TGT H FH 31T W@l &

GS Paper Ill: Internal Security 23 April 2026

TOPICS COVERED

23A | Centre makes registration for e-sports mandatory
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Centre makes registration for e-sports mandatory

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy (MeitY) on Wednesday
notified rules allowing re-
gistration of e-sport games
and the firms running
them, which will take ef-
fect from May 1. The rules
come as subordinate legis-
lation for the Promotion
and Regulation of Online
Gaming Act, 2025, which
prohibited real money
gaming in India. The rules
come after a draft was last
published last October.
The Online Gaming
Authority of India (OGAI),
which will run as an at-
tached office within MeitY
as a fully digital organisa-
tion, has been set up under

i

The rules have provisions that enable age classifications of games
should the govt. deem it necessary. GETTY IMAGES

the rules. Representatives
from the Ministries of
Home Affairs and Law have
been added to the OGAL
Under the new rules, re-
gistration for “online social
games” will only be re-

quired and triggered when
the Centre notifies a specif-
ic category of games as re-
quiring such registration.
Registration for e-sports is
mandatory.

IT Secretary S. Krishnan

told the media that the
rules have enabling provi-
sions to regulate and re-
quire age classifications of
video games in the future,
should the government
deem it necessary to ad-
dress issues like addiction.

The rules provide for a
“code of practice” the the
IT Ministry could notify in
the future covering video
games, such as games with
microtransactions.

“Most games which are
not money games should
be able to operate with no
obligation to necessarily
either be determined or re-
gistered,” Mr. Krishnan
said. “That entire process
is optional.”

On the issue of betting
markets hosting wagers on
Indian elections and crick-

23A. Centre makes registration for e-sports mandatory

&g A §-TNEH & AT gsiieor srfaard

et matches, he said that
such sites were being
blocked as and when they
were brought to notice.
“Access through VPNs is
a slightly thorny issue,” he
added. “We are trying to
see how we can regulate
VPNs more effectively...
there are many legitimate
uses of VPNs. So how do
you distinguish between
the legitimate and the illeg-
itimate uses is the big ques-
tion... it’s a bit like a whack-
a-mole situation,” he said.
The Act drops the draft’s
language on promoting e-
sports altogether. Mr.
Krishnan said that this was
because promotion of e-
sports was a policy matter
and may not have been ap-
propriate to include in a
rulemaking process.

e The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) on Wednesday notifiede ed
rules allowing registration of e-sport games and the « arms running them, which will take
effect from May 1.

Solerg oo 3R =il A ehT HATerT (MeitY) = FEAR I W fg# it e o §-
FAE AW 3R 3¢ T AT ot 3 TolleTor T ITATT &t §, S 1 718 & oot gien|

e The rules come as subordinate legislation for the Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming
Act, 2025, which prohibits real money gaming in India.

¥ A9\ Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Act, 2025 & faIT 31efieT Flefel & &7 7
3T g, Forest R & Rger 7= Affer = gfaser eemar am|

e The rules come after a draft was last published last October.
Y A e a¥ 3HergeX # 3ifd TR GehifRId 310 o a1 3T 8 |

e The Online Gaming Authority of India (OGAI), which will run as an attached o+ ce within
MeitY as a fully digital organisation, has been set up under the rules.

3ifeTemger AT YRS HTE 33T (OGAI), S MeitY & IR Uah Holgel oy & 9 H quid:
Bfoed Tared & & F S 0, 51 fzat & dgd Tafia Hras g
o Representatives from the Ministries of Home Affairs and Law have been added to the OGAI.

[E AT 3R FleTet HATT & FTATATRIAT T OGA| H AT foham s
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Under the new rules, registration for “online social games” will only be required and
triggered when the Centre notices a specific category of games as requiring such registration.

AT THAT & ded “HidTelnssT AT AF” & [T Gla0T shgel AT 3TT2TH BT ST ahg, FIHT
el faQiy Sof & Weil &l g8 fav sifargfad wef|

Registration for e-sports is mandatory.

&-Tarew & fare deheor arfavard ¥

IT Secretary S. Krishnan told the media that the rules have enabling provisions to regulate

and require age classifications of video games in the future, should the government deem it
necessary to address issues like addiction.

3T AT S. F0I o FSAT Y TAAT 6 37 AT 7 T Traennt § ST Afas 7 e
USe OX IS A oh A Fafteror bt 4T3 3R iferard seet 1 3regafar o €, afe e
T S GHEIT3T t FEIAT FIAT 3TTTH ol |

The rules provide for a “code of practice” the the IT Ministry could notify in the future
covering video games, such as games with microtransactions.

Y AIH TF ‘P8 HTE AfFeq” &1 yraem axa §, 5F 3 Axrery sifasy & Aifsar Aoy, S
ATSHICIOFAT aTel AFH, o forT Irfergiad T Fhar gl

“Most games which are not money games should be able to operate with no obligation to
necessarily either be determined or registered,” Mr. Krishnan said.

“31frepTer AT S A AFH LT &, 3o (91T [haY STETdT &, IR 3¢ TR har se ar
Tollehel TohaIT STV, HelTelel shiel H H&TH Il MQT,” A FHSUT o gl |

“That entire process is optional.”

“ag I Sfshar dwfeas g1

On the issue of betting markets hosting wagers on Indian elections and cricket matches, he
said that such sites were being blocked as and when they were brought to notice.

AR FoTrat 3R Biehe Al ox Feer eanel arel AfEe ARheH & Hed W 3egiat del foh Tl
Arsel i ST #Y €T H T AT 8, o6 solieh 1T oI W&l &
“Access through VPNs is a slightly thorny issue,” he added.
“VPNs asmm@qgawaﬁgmi‘m el 2. 3egia el

“We are trying to see how we can regulate VPNs more eectively... There are many legitimate
uses of VPNs. So how do you distinguish between the legitimate and the illegitimate uses is
the big question... it's a bit like a whack-a-mole situation,” he said.

“TH TE ST Y HIFAY T 7 & 3 &7 VPNs a1 3110 gorrdt alies @ Fa TRiga s asa &
VPNSs & %8 3¢ 3911 § | 3T 387 31T 3738 39A1ent & &fier 37”3 fohar Sie, JgY 537 gare
%... Ig AsT whack-a-mole fufa ST g,” 3= Farl

The Act drops the draft’s language on promoting esports altogether.

SH AT o grFe H §-FAEH & NeHTgsT I T 197 &l I e gl fear g |

“Mr. Krishnan said that this was because promotion of esports was a policy matter and may
not have been appropriate to include in a rulemaking process.”

“S FSUT o g o Tg THTAT AT Fifh §-FNEH FT WewTgeT Teh A fawa § 3R 38 s
ST} T fshaT H MTAT HIAT STYF 61 81 Tehell AT|”
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DETSCAIN

compounds of Cambodia

The Cyber Crime Wing of
the Tamil Nadu Police has
busted a criminal network,
preventing the trafficking
of victims to international
cyberscam compounds in
Cambodia. Following a res-
cue operation, officials ar-
rested key suspects and re-
gistered a case.

The police said, during a
drive on ‘cyber slavery’-re-
lated patrolling, social me-
dia monitoring was carried
out under the supervision
of Superintendent of Pol-
ice, Cyber Crime Wing L.
Shahnaz.

Based on the operation
that was conducted by the
State Cyber Command
Centre, the police found
that an agent from Madurai
was trafficking victims to
the cyberscam compounds
under the guise of ‘data en-
try’ job offers.

Victims were lured
through fake recruitment
processes, including typ-
ing tests, video interviews,
and medical examinations,
with promises of high sal-
ary, easy work, and free
accommodation.

Each victim paid 1.5
lakh to the agents and car-
ried with them a sum of
$500, which was to be col-
lected by the receiver at
Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Acting swiftly on inputs,
two special teams were
formed in Chennai and

Victims were lured through fake recruitment processes, including
typing tests, video interviews, and medical examinations, with
promises of high salary, easy work, and free accommodation.

Each victim paid ¥1.5
lakh to agents and
carried with them a
sum of $500, which

was to be collected

by the receiver in
Cambodia

Madurai. The team con-
ducted an operation at
Chennai International Air-
port and rescued four vic-
tims who were about to be
trafficked to the interna-
tional scam compounds.
During the operation, it
was identified that a han-
dler was assigned to ac-
company the victims on
their journey and to hand
them over upon their arriv-
al in Phnom Penh. In this
case, so far, four people,
including three agents who
recruited and transported
victims to international
scam compounds and one
carrier, have been arrest-
ed.

All four are residents of
Melur, Madurai. Further

investigation is on to iden-
tify their involvement in
trafficking other victims.

Police advisory
Additional Director Gener-
al of Police, Cyber Crime
Wing, has issued an advi-
sory and urged the public
to remain vigilant and be
cautious of overseas job
offers promising high salar-
ies with minimal qualifica-
tions. “Do not trust offers
claiming easy data entry
jobs, online interviews,
free food and accommoda-
tion, and unusually attrac-
tive benefits,” the advisory
warned.

“Be aware that victims
are often forced into cyber
scam activities after reach-
ing foreign countries. Vic-
tims who refuse to work or
fail to meet targets may
face physical and mental
harassment. Always verify
recruitment agencies
through the official eMi-
grate portal (www.emi-
grate.gov.in),” it stated.

compounds under the guise of ‘data entry’ job offers.

23A. T.N. Police foil
trafficking of victims into
cyberscam compounds of
Cambodia

e The Cyber Crime Wing of the
Tamil Nadu Police has busted a
criminal network, preventing the
trafficking of victims to international
cyberscam compounds in Cambodia.

ATHATS JToIe hT AIFaR H1SH Faar o1
Teh 3TORITAF Scdeh T HsThIs fhar
g, oTs Faf3ar & JaRSET sl
Tha f&HRIAT Tk NTSAT T TEH l
A

e Following a rescue
operation, officials arrested key
suspects and registered a case.

Ush §1d ATHITT & 91¢, TARIRIAT
o 7E wieal s IR famar 3t
HIHT got fopar|

e The police said, during a
drive on ‘cyber slavery’-related
patrolling, social media monitoring
was carried out under the
supervision of Superintendent of
Police, Cyber Crime Wing .
Shahnaz.

gferd = ST & “|gaR Fan @
getera AR & SN, drerer Afsar
TRt gfore refeteh, TSR HIsH
9T 1. ArgetTer & giqeqor & &Y 15|

e Based on the operation that
was conducted by the State Cyber
Command Centre, the police found
that an agent from Madurai was
trafficking victims to the cyberscam

U WSS HATS YT TIRT FRT 1T HIRAT 3 TR R Yod o Irm & HgY 7 Ueh Toie ‘3eT
TEY AT & ATH R NSAT T TSR ThA TSP deh TERLT T I@T AT|

e Victims were lured through fake recruitment processes, including typing tests, video
interviews, and medical examinations, with promises of high salary, easy work, and free
accommodation.

WIS oY SRl 37T TTHATHT o ATETH I harar a1, Tores ersiiisr aFe, ifsar gevey 3R
Az ST A& Y, 3R 3¢ 3= 3d, JTETT FHIA 3-ﬁTJiLI'd 37191 T greT fomam arm|
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Each victim paid %1.5 lakh to the agents and carried with them a sum of $500, which was to
be collected by the receiver at Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Tcdeh NS o Totel &l 1.5 R T $[ITcTT FohaT 3R 379 I $500 o 1T, foI hallfSaT o6
A dog 7 R’ garT fordm ST &l

Acting swiftly on inputs, two special teams were formed in Chennai and Madurai.

AT TR AN & FNETE F G, Aot I FGY ¥ o e & s v

The team conducted an operation at Chennai International Airport and rescued four victims
who were about to be trafficked to the international scam compounds.

A o AeaTs HAWTSEIT gaTs 3733 WX TR foha 3R IR Rf3at s samar faeg 3aRrse
THa fEHT=T deh of ST SATeT aTell AT|

During the operation, it was identified that a handler was assigned to accompany the victims
on their journey and to hand them over upon their arrival in Phnom Penh.

TR & ERTT Ig T 31T foh TUeh £85I o NfSat & arer Jrar 9T Aeir aram a7 31K 30 AT
e UETA gl am

In this case, so far, four people, including three agents who recruited and transported victims
to international scam compounds and one carrier, have been arrested.

9 ATH H 3 deh IR Al ol TREAR [hdT IRT &, fAeTeT fiet Toie enfée § foiegier difsdi st
AT 3R 3¢ IFARTSET The TSPIAT dh qéwm JUT Th HRIAT A £

All four are residents of Melur, Madurai.

3 ART AGY & He & Fard 1

Further investigation is on to identify their involvement in trafficking other victims.

37 Rf3dt Fr aTH 7 3eThT Afereddr T IdT ST & forw 31mer S SRy &1

Police advisory

MELECIC

Additional Director General of Police, Cyber Crime Wing, has issued an advisory and urged
the public to remain vigilant and be cautious of overseas job offers promising high salaries
with minimal qualifications.

3ifciReret gfor HgTiwIeersh, A HISH T o Teh Hellg STRY T & 3R STedan & 3T hr g v @
e & 3R FF NTIdT R 3T ddT Sof arel ALl el & wedmar & graen |

“Do not trust offers claiming easy data entry jobs, online interviews, free food and
accommodation, and unusually attractive benefits,” the advisory warned.

“ITETeT SeT TEY Hlehdl, HieTelTse $e¥ed, HFd st 3R T 4T IHAHT & I 3Tehvieh ey
Sl dTel TEATal U $RIET o Y, TelTg H AdTdeiT & a5 |

“Be aware that victims are often forced into cyber scam activities after reaching foreign
countries. Victims who refuse to work or fail to meet targets may face physical and mental
harassment. Always verify recruitment agencies through the official eMigrate portal
(www.emigrate.gov.in),” it stated.

“HITET T b NS 3rora Farerely it 3 Tgot & ST A T fafafeat & Ay e s
g1 S T e @ FHeAT XA ¢ AT ole g QT 78T X 9T, 3og AR 3R AATHR etz ar
HIHAT FIAT IS Tl &1 §HAT T TATAAT Fr St 3nfamRes eMigrate Qe FATETH & FY,”

SHH gl IAT|
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“Govt. adds 14 seaports for e-visa
entry, widens immigration access

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

The Union Home Ministry
has designated 14 more
seaports — half of them in
Gujarat — as immigration
check posts for foreign na-
tionals who hold e-visas

Electronic visa facilities
have been operational
since March 19 at Alang,
Bedi Bandar, Bhavnagar,
Porbandar, Hazira, Pipa-
vav, and Mandvi seaports
in Gujarat; Cuddalore, Na-
gapattinam, and Thoothu-
kudi in Tamil Nadu; Kaki-
nada and Krishnapatnam
in Andhra Pradesh; and Pa-
radip and Dhamra in Od-
isha, an official said.

There are altogether 114
immigration check posts
(ICPs) across air, sea, land,
rail and river routes, cater-
ing to international traffic.
At present, there are 37
ICPs at seaports.

E-visa holders are al-
lowed to enter India only
through the 32 designated

Key gateway: Electronic visa facilities have been operational since
March 19 at several seaports in the country. N. RAJESH

airports and 33 seaports.

The e-visa — often con-
fused with visa-on-arrival —
is available to citizens of
207 countries, excluding
China, Pakistan, Yemen
and Iran. The e-visa cate-
gories are tourist, busi-
ness, medical, medical at-
tendant, student, family,
transit, miscellaneous and
production investment,
with validity ranging from
a month to five years.

In a related develop-

There are 114
immigration check
posts catering to
international traffic;

37 are at seaports

ment, the Ministry revised
modalities for granting tou-
rist visas to Chinese nation-
als. The Indian Embassy in
Beijing had announced on
July 23, 2025, that tourist
visas would be issued to
Chinese nationals after a

gap of five years.

After the 2020 COVID-19
pandemic and the Galwan
Valley incident, in which
20 Indian soldiers were
killed in clashes with the
Chinese army, both coun-
tries had suspended flights
and most visa services bet-
ween them.

China restored visa ap-
plications for Indian stu-
dents in 2022 and later for
business and tourism.

On March 30, the MHA
amended the tourist visa
guidelines for Chinese tou-
rists by liberalising condi-
tions for Buddhist pilgrims
and family members of
Chinese diplomats.

The Centre, on October
2,2025, also gave the green
signal to resume direct
flights between India and
China after a gap of five
years. On Tuesday, Air Chi-
na resumed its non-stop
Delhi-Beijing flight, recon-
necting the flight services
between the two capitals
after five years.

23A. Govt. adds 14 seaports for e-visa entry, widens immigration access

WHR o §-A1 999 F AT 14 FHLT §e7MME AT, ATeroiet 9ga H AFaR v

The Union Home Ministry has designated 14 more seaports — half of them in Gujarat — as
immigration check posts for foreign nationals who hold e-visas.

FEIT I[g HATERT o 14 A T FeTammet — Foreret & e o # § — i §-fiom R feeh
ARTRE & fT raats o i & &9 7 Tfad fRar gl

Electronic visa facilities have been operational since March 19 at Alang, Bedi Bandar,
Bhavnagar, Porbandar, Hazira, Pipavav, and Mandvi seaports in Gujarat; Cuddalore,
Nagapattinam, and Thoothukudi in Tamil Nadu; Kakinada and Krishnapatnam in Andhra
Pradesh; and Paradip and Dhamra in Odisha, an official said.

SoiFgiTotdh Aot G 19 AR § ISRTd 3 IHeiaT, 38T deT, HIaeTI, IR, g, Ramara s
Azt FHL TETET T, ATHAATS 7 FISTON, ARICRAR 3 eI, 311er geer 7 st
3R FomIESTa; TUT N H R 3R 4R IR A &, Teh TR F T

There are altogether 114 immigration check posts (ICPs) across air, sea, land, rail and river
routes, catering to international traffic.

el TR S # gaTs, Tage, ${fA, Yo 3R AT Al 0¥ 114 3t sirar 9t (1ICPs) &, St
JARTSERT ATATATT Sl THTAT & |
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At present, there are 37 ICPs at seaports.
AT & HHET FeIMMel 9 37 ICPs

E-visa holders are allowed to enter India only through the 32 designated airports and 33
seaports.

S-dISIT YR T R H Fa dhaor 32 freiRe gar$ argsh 31k 33 Topel deamgl & Aregm A &
AT

The e-visa — often confused with visa-on-arrival — is available to citizens of 207 countries,
excluding China, Pakistan, Yemen and Iran.

§-diem — o 3R fieT-3iTa-3RmEad & 9fAa Far Srar g — 207 g2t & AT & fav
3qcrey §, o ge e, urferedrer, TareT 3R ST enfder 787 &1

The e-visa categories are tourist, business, medical, medical attendant, student, family,
transit, miscellaneous and production investment, with validity ranging from a month to
five years.

e g, S Uar U 7SS & AR 9rT a¥ I gl B

In a related development, the Ministry revised modalities for granting tourist visas to
Chinese nationals.

TS Tefid fae #, #7F1eT o At ARTRST & 9des d= &of 61 gfhar 7 gy« fhar|

The Indian Embassy in Beijing had announced on July 23, 2025, that tourist visas would be
issued to Chinese nationals after a gap of five years.

STSHT F R GTd & 23 S[el$ 2025 Y TNYUTT sht AT foh g ast o 3eRTel & ae, et
AR &Y gdes =T SR fFe Sua

After the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic and the Galwan Valley incident, in which 20 Indian
soldiers were killed in clashes with the Chinese army, both countries had suspended flights
and most visa services between them.

2020 FT COVID-19 AFHIY 3R IrerarT °aré} gear & a1, foraey Dl S & 12 739 7 20
IR A AR 30 A, St &2if oF 3371 3R 31TRhrer drerm Jan3it o1 fAeifaa s fear an|

China restored visa applications for Indian students in 2022 and later for business and
tourism.

T of 2022 H AR BT & foIT AT A6 R 918 7 SIad § 9T & fav Jamd agrel
&

On March 30, the MHA amended the tourist visa guidelines for Chinese tourists by liberalising
conditions for Buddhist pilgrims and family members of Chinese diplomats.

30 A T 3 HATT (MHA) o el et & fov wdies die ferenfada 7 deiret fmar sik
dleer et qur el Tt & aRar @eEt & T ordt @ 3mare s

The Centre, on October 2, 2025, also gave the green signal to resume direct flights
between India and China after a gap of five years.

eher o 2 JTeFgaX 2025 T T ST & el & S1g AR 3R et & dfier welh 3304 o & & et
I Hol &1

On Tuesday, Air China resumed its non-stop Delhi-Beijing flight, reconnecting the flight
services between the two capitals after five years.

HITTAR T TIT ATl & 37T Aled-TerT freen—afSier 331 O & & 1, forad dier avi a1
ST ASTeNTeraT & ST gaTS T SgTel gl a1
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INS Nireekshak arrives in

Colombo for bilateral exercise

INS Nireekshak, the Indian Navy’s Diving Support
and Submarine Rescue Vessel, arrived in
Colombo on Tuesday to participate in the fourth
edition of the India-Sri Lanka Diving Exercise
(DIVEX 2026), scheduled from April 21.
According to the Indian Navy, the bilateral
exercise will be conducted over a week and
brings together diving teams from both navies to
undertake specialised underwater operations.
The engagement aims at enhancing
interoperability, operational cohesion, and the
exchange of best practices between the two
maritime forces. The vessel was accorded a
ceremonial welcome by the Sri Lankan Navy.

23A. INS Nireekshak arrives in Colombo
for bilateral exercise

amgeeTey fadtate gfavair sramw & faw
Yora) T
¢ INS Nireekshak, the Indian Navy’s Diving
Support and Submarine Rescue Vessel, arrived in
Colombo on Tuesday to participate in the fourth

edition of the India-Sri Lanka Diving Exercise
(DIVEX 2026), scheduled from April 21.

3mSuaey frfiets, AT AT 1 s a9 sk
FIANT [FY AW, HITTAR I ioial ‘-I§TJI afe ag
WSt S8 3791w (DIVEX 2026) & i

TEHIOT H A7 o Toh, 1 21 3% & FeIRT 1

e According to the Indian Navy, the bilateral
exercise will be conducted over a week and brings
together diving teams from both navies to undertake
specialised underwater operations.

HRC AT o 3TER, e SfaUaiia 378018 Uh
JTATg doh Tl 3R alAT ANAT31T T Srsfaer AT &
fareIy 37satex TR & folw U arer aeer|

e The engagement aims at enhancing

interoperability, operational cohesion, and the exchange of best practices between the two

maritime forces.

S 3ITTH T 36T SlAl GHGT Tell o e SeATRTATAE, IRaree gawag 3R Fdfaa

TTRaT3Tt & 3TTETA-YeT T ST g

o The vessel was accorded a ceremonial welcome by the Sri Lankan Navy.

STRTST T ATelehT A 1G=1T GaRT Jienies Farere foram arar|
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