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23A. Ex-A.P. CM Bhaskara Rao, who revolted against NTR, passes 
away 

                                 ,         NTR                       ,    
     

 Nadendla Bhaskara Rao, 90, former Chief 
Minister of undivided Andhra Pradesh, 
whose turbulent 31-day tenure in 1984 left a 
lasting imprint on Indian politics, passed 
away on Wednesday.  

                                       

                                       -

                                            

                                           

      
 Though his tenure was the shortest in the 

State‘s history, he remains a central figure in 
Andhra Pradesh‘s political narrative for 
engineering the dramatic intra-party revolt that briefly unseated actor-turned-

politician N.T. Rama Rao (NTR), then away in the U.S. for treatment. 

                                                    ,                                

         ए                                                                        
                                  N.T.         (NTR)                                   , 
                    ए                

Anti-defection law 

   -ब                

 The episode in August 1984, widely described as the first coup-style takeover 
in the erstwhile State since its formation in 1956, triggered protests, reshaped Centre-
State relations, and ultimately led to a landmark constitutional reform. 

      1984           ,      1956             ठ                               
                       ,                            ,    -                    औ        

ए                              ओ         
 The crisis helped pave the way for the 52nd Constitutional Amendment in 1985, introducing 

the anti-defection law to curb defections of the kind that enabled Bhaskara Rao‘s brief 

ascent to power. 

            1985    52                                   ,         -ब                     
                      -                                                                

          

 

GS Paper 1:  History 23 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
23A Emulate Hanuman 
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23A. Emulate Hanuman 

                  

 How we approach our problems 
defines us. 

              ओ                  ,        
                  

 Our elders are wont to say, 
―Unburden yourself at the feet of Rama and 
do your duty like Hanuman.‖ 

                     , ―                           
    औ                               ओ ‖ 

 Like Hanuman, one should gain 

mastery over the senses and remain 
steadfast, said Damal S Ramakrishnan. 

              ,                           

              ए औ              ए,     ड   

ए                   
 The singular feature of Hanuman is 

his unwavering devotion to Rama, from the 

very moment he sees him, walking in the 
Rishyamukha hills, accompanied by 
Lakshmana. 

                                            

       ,                                                                       ए           
 In his Ramayana, Kamban says that even the ferocious tigers looked upon them tenderly, as 

they would look at their own cubs. 

                  ब                                                                    
 The poet says peacocks and birds flew over in order to shield their heads from the sun‘s rays, 

while the earth softened and cooled the stones as their feet touched them. 

                    औ                                              ए     ए,                 
                    औ  ठ           

 Greatly affected by their upright bearing, Hanuman asks, ‗Are they Dharma himself? Are 

these gods in fact, who wipe off their sorrows and offer them salvation after burning away the 
fruits of their sins? 

                                                    , ‗                  ?                ,    
                                                             ? 

 There is an endless surge of affection surging through me now,‘ he said before approaching 
them and addressing them with chaste words, offering to take them to Sugriva who could aid 
them in their search for Rama‘s abducted wife, Sita. 

 ―                    ए                     ,‖           , औ                                 
                                                ,                                         
                   

 Valmiki, in his Ramayana, says Rama was very impressed with Hanuman‘s skillful oration 
and conduct. 

                                                           औ                           ए  
 Rama tells Lakshmana, ‗How could the affairs of a king prosper if he had not an envoy like 

this to promote them? 

                    , ‗                                 ,                                 ? 
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 He who employs in his mission men that are endowed with such admirable qualities will gain 
all objectives.‘ 

                              ठ                                 ,                             

        ‘ 
 Hanuman, whose heart is filled with Rama (bhakti) soon adds one more armament to his 

arsenal of devotion: the Rama nama. 

       ,               (    )              ,                                ए  औ         
        :          

 
Ramayana  

 The composition of the Ramayana is generally dated between 500 BCE to 100 BCE, though 

oral traditions are older. 

 It narrates the life of Rama, the prince of Ayodhya, and his ideals of dharma 
(righteousness), duty, and kingship. 

 
Structure and Content of the Ramayana 

 The Valmiki Ramayana consists of 7 Kandas (books) and approximately 24,000 verses. 

 The major Kandas include Bala Kanda, Ayodhya Kanda, Aranya Kanda, Kishkindha Kanda, 
Sundara Kanda, Yuddha Kanda, and Uttara Kanda. 

 Key narrative elements: 
o Exile of Rama for 14 years. 

o Abduction of Sita by Ravana. 
o Alliance with Hanuman and the Vanara army. 
o War in Lanka and eventual victory of dharma over adharma. 

 
Historical and Cultural Significance 

 The Ramayana reflects early Indian social structure, polity, ethics, and cultural values. 

 It emphasizes ideal kingship (Rama Rajya), family values, and moral conduct. 

 It influenced art, literature, temple architecture, and performing arts across India and 
Southeast Asia. 

 Versions of the Ramayana exist in Indonesia, Thailand, Cambodia, and Laos, showing its 

global cultural diffusion. 
 
Kamban and Kamba Ramayanam 

 Kamban was a 12th century CE Tamil poet from Tamil Nadu. 

 He composed the Kamba Ramayanam, a Tamil adaptation of the Ramayana. 

 His work is considered one of the greatest literary achievements in Tamil literature. 

 
Kamba Ramayanam (Ramavataram) 

 Kamban‘s version is called Ramavataram, popularly known as Kamba Ramayanam. 

 It was composed during the reign of the Chola dynasty, particularly under Kulothunga III 
(12th century CE). 

 Written in Tamil language, using rich poetic forms and classical Tamil grammar. 

 
Key Features of Kamba Ramayanam 

 It is not a direct translation but a creative retelling of Valmiki‘s Ramayana. 

 Strong influence of Bhakti movement, especially devotion to Vishnu. 

 Rama is portrayed more as a divine incarnation (God) rather than just an ideal human king. 

 Greater emphasis on emotion (bhava), devotion (bhakti), and poetic beauty. 

 
Differences between Valmiki Ramayana and Kamba Ramayanam 

 Valmiki presents Rama as an ideal human (Maryada Purushottam), whereas Kamban 
presents him as a supreme divine being. 

 Kamban uses Tamil cultural elements and regional imagery, making it relatable to South 

Indian society. 
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 Kamba Ramayanam reflects medieval Bhakti ideology, unlike the more classical and 
ethical tone of Valmiki. 

 
Historical Context 

 Kamba Ramayanam emerged during the Bhakti movement (7th–12th century CE), which 
emphasized personal devotion over rituals. 

 It reflects the socio-religious transformation of South India under the Cholas, where temple 

culture and devotional literature flourished. 
 
 
 
 
 

GS Paper 1: Society 23 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
23A Why quotas alone won‘t increase women‘s representation 

                                           ब     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23A. Why quotas alone won‘t increase women‘s representation 

                                           ब     
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 While reservation can address the issue of underrepresentation, its impact is likely to 
be shaped by existing inequalities related to class, caste etc 

                                                       ,                    ,      

         ब                                          

Debate around the Women‘s Reservation Bill /                      ब   

 As debate around the Women‘s Reservation Bill resurfaces, the central question is no 
longer whether quotas will increase representation, but whether they can overcome the 
deeper structural barriers that limit women‘s participation in politics. 

                                             ,                                    
                       ,                                        ब                           
                ओ                                

 Evidence from a Lokniti-CSDS study suggests that while reservation may expand 
opportunities, it does not by itself ensure that more women are able to sustain political 
careers. 

       -CSDS                                                                     , 
                                                 ए                       ए         

 Over the past decades, Indian women have become a significant electoral force. 

             ,             ए  ए                                  
 However, this rise in participation has not translated into representation. 

       ,                                                           
 Women remain underrepresented as candidates and elected representatives, highlighting 

a gap between voting and political presence. 

     ए            औ                                                  ,          औ  
                                           

 The Lokniti-CSDS study shows that while women vote in large numbers, their involvement in 
more active forms of political engagement remains low. 

       -CSDS                              ए                            ,                

                                               
 Across categories such as locality, education, caste, class, and age, a large majority of 

women (74%-84%) report being ―not at all active‖ in electoral processes beyond voting. 

    ,     ,     ,     औ                    ,      ओ               (74%-84%)              
            ओ             ― ब                 ‖           

 This pattern cuts across socio-economic groups, suggesting that limited political 

engagement is not confined to specific sections. 

                -                                     ,                             

                                                   
 While voting has become more inclusive, deeper forms of political participation remain 

restricted. 

                              ,                                                    
 The limited presence of women in politics is also shaped by party-level decisions. 

                ओ                                                     
 Candidate selection remains a critical barrier. 

             ए                            
 Around 44% of women respondents agree that even when a man and a woman are equally 

qualified, political parties prefer male candidates. 

     44%              ओ                         औ                          ,       
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 These perceptions point to a structural bias in candidate selection processes. 

        ए                                           ओ                 
 When asked whether there is a lesser possibility for a woman to win against a man therefore 

women should not contest against men, 17% agreed. 

                                                                        ,     ए                
         ए,    17%                   

 Women‘s political participation is shaped by a combination of structural, social, and 
individual constraints. 

     ओ                                ,         औ          ब                          

         
 About 22% of women identify patriarchal structures as the biggest obstacle. 

     22%      ए                                                 
 This is followed by household responsibilities and barriers such as lack of awareness or 

interest. 

                                                               ए          
 Nearly two-thirds of women report some degree of patriarchal dominance within their 

households. 

       -           ए                                                                  
 At the same time, about 66% report having no freedom at all to participate in political 

activities such as meetings or rallies. 

            66%      ए                                             ठ                         
                        

 The overlap between household dominance and limited political autonomy suggests that the 
private sphere remains a key site of political exclusion. 

            औ                                                                        

           ए                        
 Even before institutional barriers come into play, many women face restrictions within their 

own homes. 

            ओ                     ए                                           
 These barriers also influence how women perceive politics as a career. 

       ए                                      ए             ए                                
 Only about 28% of women expressed willingness to enter politics. 

          28%      ओ                                     
 Low willingness reflects not simply a lack of interest, but the cumulative e•ect of restricted 

autonomy, limited access, and exclusionary structures. 

                                   ,                      ,             औ  ब           
                                       

 Data suggests that women‘s political participation in India is marked by a paradox: high 

electoral participation alongside limited engagement and representation. 

                                ओ                       ए                        :           

                               औ             
 While reservation can address numerical underrepresentation, its impact is shaped by 

inequalities related to class, caste, education, and access to resources. 

                      -                               ,                   ,     ,      
औ                                  ओ                     

 Without parallel changes, including greater inclusion in candidate selection and enhanced 
autonomy within households, quotas alone may not substantially broaden the pool of women 
entering politics. 
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                        ,                                   औ                     ,      

                                 ओ                                   

 

 

GS Paper 1: Geography 23 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

23A Tribunal gives last opportunity to Odisha, Chhattisgarh to settle Mahanadi 
dispute 

                           ए   ड  ,                                      
23A Court stays action against KCR in Kaleshwaram case 

                   KCR                                       

23A Centre plans new rail link to ‗controversial‘ bauxite hills in Odisha 

          ड      ‗       ‘ ब                    ए                      ब    

23A Tuti: the tiny, defiant Nile island caught in the heart of Sudan‘s war 

     :   ड                                                 

 
 

In business: Sheep merchants and customers trade at the 
Souk Larbia Guffaf livestock market in Khouribga Province, 
some 150km south of Rabat, in Morocco on Wednesday. 
Souk Larbia Guffaf is one of the largest local markets and 
is known for the quality of its livestock. 
 

 

 

 

23A. Tribunal gives last 
opportunity to Odisha, 

Chhattisgarh to settle 
Mahanadi dispute 

                           ए 

  ड  ,                      
                

 The Mahanadi Water Disputes 
Tribunal (MWDT) may soon deliver its 

judgment on the water-sharing formula 
between Odisha and Chhattisgarh with 
both States failing to place a concrete 
proposal for mutual settlement. 

                         (MWDT)     

   ओ     औ                  -        
                                   , 
                                     ए 
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    ठ                             
 The tribunal has given a last opportunity to the two States to come up with a formula by May 

2, the next date of hearing. 

                          ए                          ए                   ,                   

         2        
 An order passed by the MWDT, headed by former Supreme Court judge Justice Bela M. 

Trivedi, noted that though both States had jointly submitted on April 11 that the annual water 
availability would be finalised by the next date of hearing on April 20, Advocates General of 

Odisha and Chhattisgarh again sought more time to submit a concrete proposal. 

 MWDT                 ,                                             ब    ए .               
  ,                                                         11                                 

                       20                          ए  ,        ओ     औ            
         ओ     ठ                         ए        औ             

 ―They have also not been able to place on record the suggestions with regard to the recasting 
of issues already framed in both the reference proceedings to narrow down the disputes 
between the party States,‖ the tribunal observed. 

 ―                                           ए                                                   ठ  

                                                      ,‖                 

Panel unhappy 

              

 The three-member MWDT – comprising Justice Trivedi, Justice Ravi Ranjan, and Justice 
Indermeet Kaur – expressed unhappiness over the manner in which the proceedings are 

being conducted. 

            MWDT –                   ,               , औ                             – 

                                                    
 ―We make it clear that if they are not able to finalise the same or place on record any 

consensus on any of the issues by the next date, the tribunal will proceed with the 
proceedings on merits,‖ the tribunal said. 

 ―                                                                                           
                        ,                                             ए  ,‖                 

 The 851-km-long Mahanadi river, which originates from the Amarkantak hills in the Bastar 
plateau of Chhattisgarh, flows for 494 km in Odisha before meeting with the Bay of Bengal. 

 851        ब            ,                    ठ                                  , ओ     
   494                                             

 Following its formation as a separate State, Chhattisgarh‘s demand for water skyrocketed, 
which led it to create major, medium, and minor irrigation projects, including industrial 
barrages. 

 ए                     ठ        ,                              ,                    , 
     औ                         ए,       औ                          

 When Odisha found out there was considerable reduction in Mahanadi water in its territory, it 
noticed Chhattisgarh‘s extensive upstream construction and increased water usage. 

    ओ                                                       ,                            

              औ        ए                         
 According to the Odisha government, Chhattisgarh has built more than 500 anicuts and 30 

barrages, many primarily for industrial use. 

 ओ                    ,           500         ए     औ  30 ब        ए   ,                  

      औ                  ए     
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No headway 

               

 The then Naveen Patnaik-led government had moved the Supreme Court in 2018 for river-

water sharing. 

                    -                                         ए 2018                     

         
 With the case dragging on, the MWDT‘s formation was subsequently announced. 

                          ,        MWDT     ठ                  
 With BJP governments in both States after 2024, they submitted before the tribunal about 

settling the dispute amicably but haven‘t made much headway. 

 2024                                              ,                                             
                         ,                            

 

MAHANADI RIVER  
 The Mahanadi River is one of the major east-

flowing rivers of peninsular India. 

 It is often called the ―Sorrow of Odisha‖ due 

to its history of devastating floods. 

 The river plays a crucial role in irrigation, 
agriculture, hydropower, and delta 
formation in eastern India. 

 

 The Mahanadi originates from the Sihawa Hills 
in Chhattisgarh. 

 It flows through the states of Chhattisgarh and 
Odisha before draining into the Bay of 
Bengal. 

 Total length of the river is approximately 851 
km. 

 It forms a large fertile delta near the coastal 

region of Odisha. 

 
Drainage Basin and Tributaries 

 The Mahanadi basin covers about 1.41 lakh sq 
km, spreading across Chhattisgarh, Odisha, 

Jharkhand, Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh. 

 Major Tributaries 
o Left Bank Tributaries 
o Seonath 
o Hasdeo 
o Mand 

 Right Bank Tributaries 
o Ong 
o Tel 

 
Major Dams and Projects 
 
Hirakud Dam 

 Located near Sambalpur in Odisha. 

 Constructed in 1957, it is one of the longest earthen dams in the world. 

 Provides flood control, irrigation, and hydroelectric power. 

Other Projects 
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 Ravishankar Sagar Dam (Chhattisgarh) 

 Hasdeo Bango Project 

 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ANICUTS AND BARRAGES 

 Anicuts are low, fixed structures without gates, while barrages are gated structures with 
adjustable flow control. 

 Anicuts are mainly used for simple diversion, whereas barrages are used for regulation and 
management of river flow. 

 Anicuts are common in peninsular rivers, while barrages are widely used in northern perennial 
rivers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23A. Court stays action against KCR in Kaleshwaram case 

                   KCR                                       

 Telangana High Court, however, upholds the setting up of the inquiry commission by 
Revanth govt. to look into alleged irregularities and misappropriation of funds in the lift 
irrigation project 

                                                              ठ               ,                

                          ओ  औ                             ए              
 The Telangana High Court said on Wednesday that the Justice P.C. Ghose Commission 

report, which indicted BRS leader and former Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao and 
three others over the execution of the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project (KLIP), ―shall be 
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inoperative‖. 

                                                   .  .                   ,       BRS      औ       
         K.             औ                                           (KLIP)                
     ठ            , ―           ‖ 

 A Bench of Chief Justice Aparesh Kumar Singh and Justice G.M. Mohiuddin, pronouncing 

the verdict on a batch of writ petitions seeking to set aside the commission‘s report and 
questioning the constitution of the commission, said no action can be taken against Mr. Rao 
and three others, based on the report. 

                                औ              .ए .                ठ   ,                   
         औ           ठ                               ओ                    ए                  
               औ                                               

 The Telangana government, led by Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy, constituted the 
Commission of Inquiry under former judge of Supreme Court Justice P.C. Ghose in 2024. 

               ,                       A.          ड           ,    2024                       
           .  .                          ठ       

 It was to inquire into the alleged irregularities and misappropriation of funds in the execution 
of KLIP, taken up on the Godavari by the previous government led by Mr. Rao. 

         KLIP                              ओ  औ                             ए       
      ,                                                                  

 The structural damage to the Medigadda barrage of the KLIP that came to light on October 
21, 2023, ahead of the Assembly election, was a major issue in the poll campaign. 

 KLIP          ड  ब                   ,    21        2023                                 
  ,               ए               

 The Congress came to power after the election. 

                               

 The Bench heard extensive arguments over the four pleas filed by Mr. Rao, his former 
Cabinet colleague T. Harish Rao, former Chief Secretary S.K. Joshi and IAS officer Smitha 
Sabharwal, for nearly six months from September 2024. 

   ठ          ,                            .         ,                ए .  .      औ    एए  

                ब                          ओ            2024                            

          
 While ordering that the commission‘s findings shall be ‗inoperative‘, the Bench, however, 

upheld the formation of the commission. 

                   ‗      ‘              ए   ,   ठ             ठ                
 The petitioners said that even the panel was illegal. 

           ओ                               
 But, the Bench noted that the creation of the commission was not arbitrary or illegal, and said 

the petitions were being ―partially allowed partly‖. 

         ठ                    ठ                 औ           , औ               ओ     
―                  ‖                

 

GODAVARI 

 Godavari is considered as the oldest river of India. It brought so many sediments that is 

resulted in the oil and natural gases in the Godavari basin. 

 The Source of origin is Triambekeshwar Nasik in Maharashtra. 

 It flows through Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana. 
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 Length of Godavari is 1465 Km. It is the second longest river in India.  

 The second largest river of India and largest river system of peninsular India  

 Left-Hand Tributaries are the Penganga, Wardha, Weinganga, Purna, Pranhita, Indravati, 

Sabari, Sileru, and Kadam. 

 Right-hand tributaries are Manjira, Kinnerasani, and Pravara. 

 Chitrakote waterfall (at Indravati river) is Chhattisgarh's largest and most water-logged 

waterfall. is considered as the Niagara waterfall of India. 

 The Chitrakote Falls (also spelled Chitrakote, Chitrakot, and Chitrakoot; Hindi: चित्रकोट जलप्रपात) 

is a natural waterfall on the Indravati River, located approximately 38 kilometres (24 mi) to the 

west of Jagdalpur, in Bastar district in the Indian state of Chhattisgarh. 

 The height of the falls is about 29 metres (95 ft).[1][2] It is the widest fall in India, reaching a width 

of nearly 300 metres (980 ft) during the monsoon season.[3] Because of its width and its 

widespread horseshoe shape during the monsoon season, it is often called the "Niagara Falls of 

India" 

 Manjira in known as Manjra in Maharashtra. 

 Kaleshwaram Project: It is lift irrigation project. 

 Sir Arther Cotton in 1857 helped in establishment of Kaleshwaram that made this region as 

the food bowl of the South India. 

 Sir Arther Cotton also helped in establishment of Prakashan Barrage. 

 Godavari meets Bay of Bengal as Gautami, Vasista, Vainateya, Tulya, Bradwaja. 

 

23A. Centre plans new rail link to 

‗controversial‘ bauxite hills in Odisha 

          ड      ‗       ‘ ब                  
  ए                      ब    

 Notwithstanding massive tribal resistance to 
the proposed bauxite mining in the Sijimali hills 
spanning Odisha‘s Rayagada and Kalahandi 
districts, the Ministry of Railways has proposed a 

new rail link connecting two bauxite-bearing hills, the 
mining rights for which have been secured by the 
Vedanta and Adani groups. 

 ओ               औ         ड                        
                   ब                         
                       ,                         -

                                                 

       ,                          औ   ड             
         

 As per notification by the Ministry of Railways 
on Tuesday, the Centre, in exercise of the powers 
conferred by Clause (37A) of Section-2 of Railways 
Act, 1989 notified a new broad-gauge line 

connecting Tikiri Station to Kutrumali and Sijimali 
Bauxite Mines on Waltair Division of East Coast 
Railway. 

                                            ,        
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             , 1989        -2        (37A)                                    ए ए       ड-

                       ,                                                               औ  
                                    

 Kalinga Alumina Limited, a subsidiary of Adani Group, has proposed opencast mining over 
701.792 hectares in Kutrumali, with 127.7 million tonnes of bauxite. 

  ड                                            ड               701.792                     
     (ओ              )                 ,       127.7           ब           

 Vedanta Group has secured rights over 1,549.022 hectares in nearby Sijimali, which holds 
over 300 million tonnes of bauxite. 

                                            1,549.022                              ए   ,      300 

                  ब                 
 Villagers have obstructed construction of the road connecting State Highway 44 and summit 

of Sijimali announcing that they would not let anyone construct the road by felling trees. 

                        44 औ                                                              औ  
                                                            

 
 
 

23A. Tuti: the tiny, defiant Nile island caught in the heart of Sudan‘s war 

     :   ड                                                 

 For nearly two years, AlShubbak watched through ancient grey eyes as Tuti, the crescent-

shaped island in the heart of the Sudanese capital she calls home, emptied of its inhabitants 
under a punishing paramilitary siege. 

               ,      ब                                      ,                               
                       , ए   ठ                                                           

 ―I didn‘t even move for the English when they colonised us,‖ she told AFP through a toothless 
smile, a year after the army broke the siege, and 70 after the British occupation of Khartoum 
ended. 

 ―                                                    ,‖        AFP                              
       ,                                  ए          औ                                        70 
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 Located where the White Nile, flowing from Uganda, meets the Blue Nile from Ethiopia, Tuti 

is across the river from where war first broke out in April 2023, between Sudan‘s army and the 
paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF). 

            (                   ) औ           (                     )                         

                                      2023                  औ               ड             (RSF) 

                        

 

GS Paper II: Polity 23 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

23A Voting for all 234 T.N. seats, Phase 1 of Bengal polls today 

 234 T.N.              , ब              Phase 1             

23A Will a change in entry rules amount to ‗invasion‘, asks SC 

                   ब     ‗      ‘        ए  ,                    

23A Candidate moves SC against PM‘s address 

                           ब                                   
23A Women win many unreserved panchayat seats, says Centre 

      ए                                             ,             
 

23A. Voting for all 234 T.N. 

seats, Phase 1 of Bengal polls 
today 

 234 T.N.              , ब     

         Phase 1             

 People will line up on 
Thursday to vote across 234 
Assembly constituencies in Tamil 
Nadu and 152 of the total 294 
constituencies in the rst phase of 
polling in West Bengal. 

     Thursday (      )             
  ए              ,    Tamil Nadu    
234               औ  West Bengal 

       294                        152 

                     
 For Tamil Nadu‘s over 5.73 

crore electors, 75,064 polling 
stations have been set up in 33,133 
locations. 

 Tamil Nadu    5.73              

              ए 75,064           

33,133                   ए  ए     
 Electronic voting machines, 

including 1.06 lakh ballot units, 
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75,064 control units, and 75,064 VVPAT units, will be deployed across the State. 

            Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs)            ए   ,       1.06     ब          , 

75,064             औ  75,064 VVPAT                 
 Each polling station will have two cameras and the proceedings will be webcast live. 

                                  औ                live webcast        ए    
 Digital platforms, including social media apps, television feeds, and handles of social 

media influencers will be monitored, officials said. 

                     social media apps, television feeds औ  social media influencers    
  ड         ड                               ए    

 Alliances led by the DMK and AIADMK are in the fray, with the Naam Tamilar Katchi 
and Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam looking to punch above their weight in the election. 

 DMK औ  AIADMK                 ठ                       ,      Naam Tamilar Katchi औ  
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam                                                           

 In West Bengal, the Election Commission has deployed more than 2,400 companies of 
central armed police personnel to ensure free and fair polls. 

 West Bengal    Election Commission          औ                                     ए 

2,400                                                    
 Around 3.60 crore voters are eligible to cast their votes in this phase and polling will be 

held across 44,378 stations; 59,777 ballot units, 59,980 control units, and 64,466 VVPAT 
machines will be deployed. 

                3.60                             औ        44,378             ;      
59,777 ब          , 59,980             औ  64,466 VVPAT                  ए     

 The elections are being held after a special intensive revision of electoral rolls reduced 
the number of voters in West Bengal by almost 12% while around 68 lakh voters were 
removed from the rolls in Tamil Nadu. 

          electoral rolls    special intensive revision                 ,       West Bengal    
     12%                    ,      Tamil Nadu         68                         
           

 The remaining 142 seats in West Bengal will vote on April 29, and the votes will be 
counted on May 4. 

 West Bengal        142               29              औ         4            ए    

 

23A. Will a change in 
entry rules amount to 

‗invasion‘, asks SC 

                   
ब     ‗      ‘      
  ए  ,               
     

 The Supreme Court 
on Wednesday asked if a 
hypothetical alteration of 
rules by the State of Kerala 
to allow menstruating 
women entry into 

Sabarimala temple in the 
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name of social reform would amount to an ‗invasion‘ of religious practice. 

                                                                                           

                                                                                         
‗      ‘        ए    

 A nine-judge Bench headed by the Chief Justice of India Surya Kant is hearing a series of 
petitions in the Sabarimala review case. 

                                                  -               ठ  ब                      
         ओ                       

 ―Suppose the Kerala rules said the entry of women between the age of 10 to 50 is allowed to 

the temple in the name of social reform, would it be an invasion or can the court say it [bar on 
entry] is not an essential practice and uphold the rules?‖ Justice B.V. Nagarathna said. 

 ―        ए                         10    50                                                 
                    ,                                                 [           ] 

                  औ                            ?‖           ब .  .                 
 Senior advocate Gopal Subramanium, for a review petitioner, submitted that the rules, in 

the name of reform, must not take away devotees‘ rights. 

     ठ                      ,    ए                      ओ       ,                        

                                          
 He said gender was not part of ―all classes‖ mentioned in Article 25(2)(b), which said the state 

could make any law to usher in ―social welfare and reform or the throwing open of Hindu 
religious institutions of a public character to all classes of Hindus‖. 

                    ―       ‖                                  25(2)(b)            ,           
                             औ                                                           
         ओ       ए            ए                    

REVIEW PETITIONS AND CURATIVE PETITIONS 

Review Petition 

 Provided under Article 137 of the Constitution of India. 

 Governed by Supreme Court Rules, 2013 and Order XLVII of CPC (Civil Procedure Code). 

Curative Petition 

 Not explicitly mentioned in the Constitution. 

 Created by the Supreme Court in Rupa Ashok Hurra vs. Ashok Hurra (2002) as an extraordinary 

judicial remedy. 

Purpose 

 Review Petition: To correct apparent errors on the face of the record (clerical, factual, or legal 

mistakes) in a judgment. 

 Example: Wrong calculation of compensation in a judgment. 

 Curative Petition: To prevent gross miscarriage of justice even after a review petition has been 

dismissed. 

 It acts as the last judicial resort. 

Filing Authority 

 Review Petition: Can be filed by the party aggrieved by the judgment. 
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 Curative Petition: Can be filed by the party aggrieved, but only after exhausting both appeal and 

review options. 

Time Limit 

 Review Petition: Must be filed within 30 days from the date of judgment/order. 

 Curative Petition: No fixed time limit in law, but must be filed within a reasonable time after 

dismissal of review petition. 

Bench Composition 

 Review Petition: Usually heard by the same Bench of judges that delivered the original judgment 

(wherever possible). 

 Curative Petition: Heard by the senior-most judges of the Supreme Court, including those who 

delivered the original judgment. 

 Decided in chambers (not open court) unless the court orders otherwise. 

Grounds 

 Review Petition: Error apparent on the face of record. 

 Discovery of new and important evidence not available earlier. 

 Curative Petition: Violation of principles of natural justice (e.g., party not given fair hearing). 

• Judge was biased or had a conflict of interest. 

• Preventing abuse of process of the court. 

23A. Candidate moves SC against PM‘s address 

                                             

                

 Former Congress MP from Kerala and a candidate in 
the 2026 Assembly election, T.N. Prathapan, on 

Wednesday moved the Supreme Court against the 
―inexplicable inaction‖ on the part of the Election 
Commission despite the ―flagrant violation‖ of the Model 
Code of Conduct by the airing of ―partisan political address‖ 

by Prime Minister Narendra Modi targeting Opposition parties 
on April 18. 

                           औ  2026                           

  .ए .                                                “    

       ”                        ,      18                  

                                        ए   ए  ए “       

               ”                            “        ” 

       

 The address came a day after the Constitution (131st 
Amendment Bill) was defeated in the Lok Sabha. 

                                131                    

               ए               

 ―The broadcast constituted a misuse of state 
machinery and official media for electoral gain. 

 “                         ए         औ                                        ” 

 The petitioner contends that such inaction on the part of the Election Commission (EC) is 

arbitrary, unconstitutional, and constitutes an abdication of its solemn constitutional mandate,‖ 
the petition, filed by advocate Suvidutt M.S., said. 
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                                     (EC)                       ,               औ       
                                       ,‖          ,                ए .ए .                 , 

            

Show-cause notice 

      ब          

 The plea has sought the court to ―forthwith issue a show-cause notice to the Prime Minister 
and/or the BJP, calling upon them to show cause as to why they should not be held liable for 
violation of Section VII (4) of the Model Code of Conduct and Section 123 (7) of the 

Representation of the People Act, 1951. 

                                             ―               औ /   BJP            ओ 

              ,              ए                             VII (4) औ                      , 

1951         123 (7)                ए               ठ        ए ‖ 

MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT (MCC) 

● Model Code of Conduct is a set of guidelines issued by the Election Commission of 

India (ECI) to regulate political parties and candidates during elections. 

● It aims to ensure free, fair, and transparent elections, which is a basic feature of the 

Constitution under the doctrine of free and fair elections. 

● The MCC was first evolved in 1960 in Kerala and later adopted nationwide. 

● It was formally and comprehensively enforced by the ECI in 1991 with stronger 

monitoring mechanisms. 

 

Constitutional and Legal Basis 

● The MCC does not have a direct statutory backing and is not part of any law passed by 

Parliament. 

● It derives its authority from Article 324 of the Constitution, which empowers the Election 

Commission to supervise, direct, and control elections. 

● Certain provisions of MCC overlap with enforceable laws such as the Representation of the 

People Act, 1951, Indian Penal Code, and other statutory provisions. 

● The Supreme Court has repeatedly upheld the wide powers of the ECI under Article 324 to 

enforce the MCC. 

Objectives of MCC 

● To ensure a level playing field for all political parties and candidates. 

● To prevent misuse of official machinery by the ruling party. 

● To maintain ethical standards in election campaigning. 

● To avoid practices that may aggravate social tensions such as casteism, communalism, or hate 

speech. 

Key Features of MCC 

● The MCC is divided into eight parts dealing with various aspects of election conduct. 

● It covers general conduct, meetings, processions, polling day behaviour, polling booths, 

observers, party in power, and election manifestos. 

● It includes both dos and don’ts for political actors. 
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● It is applicable to political parties, candidates, ministers, and government officials. 

Enforcement and Duration of MCC 

● The MCC comes into force immediately after the announcement of the election schedule 

by the ECI, not merely the notification. 

● It remains in force until the completion of the election process, including results. 

● In multi-phase elections, it continues until the last phase concludes. 

● The ECI enforces MCC through advisories, warnings, censure, FIRs, and temporary 

campaign bans. 
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23A. Women win many unreserved panchayat seats, says Centre 

      ए                                             ,             

 Data show that the number of women representatives exceeded the quota in just 10 States 
and U.T.s by up to 5 percentage points; four did not meet the quota, while five had just 
enough. 

                        10       औ                                                           

   , औ               5             ;                           ,                          

           
 Ahead of National Panchayati Raj Day on Friday, the Union government, in a statement on 

Wednesday, said that with reservation of seats, women made up over 49.7% of the elected 

representatives in panchayats in the country, and they were winning unreserved seats as well 
in ―significant numbers‖. 

                                         ,                                                 
                                                       49.7%                 , औ     
                   ―              ‖                

 While the Constitution mandates a 33% reservation for women in urban and rural local 
bodies, 19 States and Union Territories have extended 50% of the seats for them. 

              औ                              ओ       ए 33%                       , 
      19       औ                                      ए 50%                

 However, government data submitted to Parliament in 2025 showed that the number of 
women representatives exceeded the prescribed quota in just 10 States and Union Territories 
and by up to 5 percentage points. 

        , 2025                                             10       औ                           
                                           , औ               5               

 Four States and Union Territories did not meet the quota, while five have just enough women 
to meet the reservation percentage. 

          औ                                     ए,                                        ए 

               ए       
 Officials told The Hindu that the Ministry did not maintain any specific data on the absolute 

number of women elected to panchayat positions from reserved and unreserved seats, and 
neither did it maintain panchayat-wise data centrally. 

              The Hindu                                 औ                                
             ओ                                         , औ             -                      
             

 The Centre‘s Constitution Amendment Bill to advance the next delimitation exercise and 
introduce women‘s reservation in Parliament and the Assemblies was defeated in the Lok 
Sabha recently. 

                             ,                                    औ                 ओ  
        ओ                            ए   ,                                    

 In the statement, the Panchayati Raj Ministry said the panchayats represented ―one of the 
most remarkable examples of women‘s political empowerment‖, adding that provisions had 
been made to ensure their representation in local self-governments. 

                                             ―     ओ                               
                       ए ‖   , औ                                                        

          ए          ए  ए     
 It said there were 24.41 lakh elected panchayat representatives across the country, of 

whom 12.14 lakh were women (49.75%). 
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                           24.41                               ,          12.14          ए  
(49.75%)     

 ―Crucially, women are not only occupying reserved seats but winning unreserved seats in 
significant numbers, reflecting a genuine and deepening shift in grassroots political culture,‖ 
the Ministry added. 

 ―              ,      ए                                                                  
          ,                                      औ                      ,‖                 

 However, according to State-wise data on representation among elected panchayat officials 
tabled by the government in Parliament in April 2025, the quota for women is not met in 
Gujarat, Haryana, Tripura, and Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu. 

        ,      2025                                        ,       ,        ,        औ          

          ए       औ              ओ                            
 While all these States and Union Territories are meant to provide 50% quota for women, 

Gujarat has 49.9%, Haryana 42.12%, Tripura 45.25%, and Dadra and Nagar Haveli and 
Daman and Diu 31.97%. 

                      औ                          ओ       ए 50%                   ,       

          49.9%,            42.12%,           45.25% औ        ए                     औ      

   31.97%     
 Apart from this, States such as Andhra Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and 

Sikkim are seen meeting the 50% quota for women exactly. 

                    ,            ,          औ                        ओ       ए 50%      
                           

 The States such as Arunachal Pradesh, Goa, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Kerala and 
Rajasthan were among the ones where the women‘s quota was seen as exceeding, but by 
about 0–5 percentage points. 

            ,     ,      ,       ,       ,      औ                                    
     ओ                         ,            0–5                  

 In Arunachal Pradesh, where 33% quota is provided, women make up over 38% of elected 

panchayat representatives. 

               ,      33%        ,           ए                               38%         

    
 On the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, over 35.6% representatives are women as against a 

33% quota. 

        औ                      , 33%                 35.6%              ए      
 In States where 50% reservation is provided for, the highest proportion of women 

representatives was seen in Chhattisgarh, where 54.78% panchayat representatives are 

women. 

      50%             ,                                                            ,      
54.78%                     ए      

GS Paper II: Governance 23 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

23A ‗Toxic workplaces take lives of 8.4 lakh people annually‘ 

 ‗                      8.4                        ‘ 
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23A. ‗Toxic workplaces take 
lives of 8.4 lakh people 

annually‘ 

 ‗                      8.4 

                       ‘ 

 More than 8,40,000 people 
die each year around the globe from 
health conditions linked to 
psychosocial risks, including long 

working hours, job insecurity, and 
workplace harassment, according to a 
new global report by the 
International Labour Organization 
(ILO) released in Geneva on 

Wednesday. 

                     8,40,000         

                                      
                                 , 
                    ,                 
औ                            ,    

                         ठ  (ILO)    
ए                              ,    
                                

 These work-related 
psychosocial risks are mainly 

associated with cardiovascular diseases and mental disorders, including suicide, according to 
the report titled ―The psychosocial working environment: global developments and pathways 
for action‖. 

        -                                            औ                          ,       
                   ,        ―The psychosocial working environment: global developments 

and pathways for action‖                           
 The report prescribes policy interventions at both levels of government and industry to 

address the situation, along with empowering collectivisation of the workforce. 

                                   ए       औ                                              

                       ब                          
 The report said work-related psychosocial risks represent a major and growing threat to 

workers‘ safety and health, organisational productivity, and broader economic performance. 

                             -                                       औ        ,    ठ      

         औ                         ए ए      औ                    
 Psychosocial risk factors are responsible for more than 8,40,000 deaths annually due to 

associated cardiovascular diseases and mental disorders, the report added. 

                                                                    औ                   
             8,40,000                   ए              

 ―These risks also lead to nearly 45 million disability-adjusted life years (DALYs) lost each 
year. 

 ―                     45                 -                  (DALYs)                   
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 The combined impact of cardiovascular disease and mental disorders associated with 
psychosocial risk factors is estimated to result in 1.37% of global GDP lost annually, the 

report said. 

                 ,                                        औ                               

               GDP         1.37%                         
 ―The ILO estimates that globally, 35% of workers work more than 48 hours per week. 

 ―ILO                               35%                48                           
 Exposure to bullying and other forms of violence and harassment is another major concern. 

        औ                                           ए  औ                        
 The ILO estimates that 23% of workers globally have experienced at least one form of 

violence or harassment in their working life, with psychological violence being the most 
prevalent at 18%, the report said. 

 ILO                               23%                                                      
                          ,       18%                                                

 The ILO estimated the figure of over 840,000 deaths per year by using two key sources of 

evidence, including the global prevalence of five major psychosocial risk factors at work — job 
strain, effort-reward imbalance, job insecurity, long working hours, and workplace bullying and 
harassment. 

 ILO            840,000                                                         ,       
                                                                       —              , 

    -            ,                ,               , औ                  ए           

 

GS Paper II: International Relations 23 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

23A Common concerns 

          ए  
23A 23 killed in Nigeria in 3 separate attacks linked to militants, bandits 

                       औ  ड             3    -            23        
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23A. Common concerns 

          ए  

 Strengthening trade and technology ties between 
India and Republic of Korea (South Korea) was at the top 
of the list of outcomes from the two-day visit of 
President Lee Jae Myung to Delhi and meetings with 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

     औ                (           )    ब          औ  
            ब         ब                                     
     औ                              ठ                      
          

 They launched a joint vision for the India-RoK 
Special Strategic Partnership. 

           -                                   ए             

          
 Framework statements were issued on shipbuilding 

and maritime logistics, energy resource security and 
sustainability. 

           ,                ,                   औ         
                      ए  ए  

 They signed 15 memoranda of understanding on 

cooperation in various economic areas. 

                                       ए 15              
            ए  

 The two nations are seeking to combine Korean 
technology skill with India‘s scaling capacity. 

                             औ                         
                       

 They aim to build partnerships in critical minerals 
and quantum computing. 

                  औ                                           
    

 The current bilateral trade of $27 billion is low for 

two top economies. 

       27   ब ड                                      ओ     
  ए        

 There is an ancient link through princess Suriratna 
(Heo Hwang-ok) believed to have come from Ayuta 
(Ayodhya). 

                 ए                                 (         -  )           ,            (      ) 
                     

 Korean dramas and K-pop are popular in India. 

             औ    -                       
 Indian cultural and religious influence is evident in South Korea. 

                 औ                                            
 However, tourist flows remain low and expatriate numbers are limited. 

       ,                       औ                                
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 India has about 12,000 Korean residents, while Vietnam has 2,00,000. 

             12,000                  ,                 2,00,000     
 Talks for the CEPA trade agreement need to be fast-tracked. 

CEPA                    ए                                  
 Mr. Modi highlighted democratic values, market economy, and rule of law as common 

traits. 

                      , ब               औ                               ए         
 Both countries face challenges from the U.S.-Israel war with Iran. 

                -       औ                                         
 They are affected by maritime trade disruptions and energy shortages. 

                ब      औ                          
 The visit was a timely opportunity to deepen engagement and develop a common outlook. 

                       ,                                 औ  **                    

             

 

23A. 23 killed in Nigeria in 3 separate 
attacks linked to militants, bandits 

                       औ  ड             3 

   -            23        

 At least 23 people, including three 
children, were killed on Tuesday in three separate 
attacks blamed on jihadists and criminal gangs in 

Nigeria, according to security reports. 

                       ,                         
       औ                         ए  ए        -

                     23    ,                
        ,       ए  

 Suspected Boko Haram jihadists killed 11 
people in a raid on a village in Borno state, while 
12 others were killed in attacks on two villages in 
Zamfara state. 

        ब                     ब            ए       

           11                   ,                                         12              
 ए  

GS Paper III: Economy 23 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

23A Beyond trade deals to building a new architecture 

                     ब    ए                      

 Number of counterfeit products seized by Amazon 

                   ए  ए                      
 People with ‗zero‘ electricity bills after solar system adoption 

                      ब   ‗    ‘  ब     ब           

 Norms tweaked to blend non-petroleum sources with ATF 
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    -                 ATF                    ए          ब     

 
 

23A. Beyond trade deals to building a new architecture 

                     ब    ए                      

 In just a few days in early 2026, India signed two major trade agreements — the India-
European Union (EU) Free Trade Agreement, and a deal with the United States that 
lowered American tari•s on Indian goods. 

2026                           ,                                 ए —     -            (EU) 

                   औ                             ए        ,                        
                  ए  

 The EU deal was called the ―mother of all deals‖. 

EU           ―                  ‖          
 The U.S. agreement was seen as a strategic reset. 

                  ए                                       
 Both are real achievements. 

                              
 But these deals also reveal a deeper problem: the system that allowed countries such as 

India to trade freely is breaking down. 

                ए                                :                                        

                              ,                   
 What you can buy and sell increasingly depends on politics, not just economics. 

            औ             ,                                                               
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 No country can make everything it needs. 

                              ए                      
 India has great software engineers but needs advanced computer chips from Taiwan. 

                                       ,                                                  
         

 It makes generic medicines but relies on China for chemical ingredients. 

              ए          ,                           ए                  
 It has a huge market but needs technology and investment from others. 

         ए                ,                                 औ                            
 For decades, the global economy worked on efficiency and cost advantage. 

                              औ                          
 If someone refused to sell unfairly, international bodies would intervene. 

                                               ,                    ए                   
 The world operated on rules that countries mostly honoured. 

                         ,                                  
 That is how India built its pharmaceutical industry and South Korea became a tech giant. 

                                                     औ              ए            
             

Politics dictates access /                                

 Today, access to critical goods — chips, minerals, medical supplies — depends on 
geopolitics. 

                   —     ,     ,                —            -                          
 The U.S. and China use economic power to block critical goods and services. 

        औ                                               औ                      
 International trade institutions have been sidelined. 

                       ए                          
 China restricted exports during territorial disputes with India. 

                                                                 
 India depends heavily on China for Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (API). 

                            (API)      ए                         
 Similar dependencies exist in electronics, solar panels and rare earth minerals. 

                              ,          औ                              
 After the Galwan Valley clashes (2020), China showed it could weaponise trade. 

                 (2020)                                             ब            
 The U.S. also used trade as leverage against India. 

                                       ब                                  
 In August 2025, it imposed additional tariffs for buying Russian energy. 

     2025   ,                                              ए  
 The impact was sudden and widespread. 

                औ            
 Markets fell and foreign investors withdrew. 

           ए औ                         ए  
 Countries like South Korea and Canada also faced renegotiations and threats. 

            औ     ड                             औ                            
 India earlier relied on Russia as a counterweight, but this has weakened post Ukraine war. 

                                             ,                                          
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 Western sanctions have cut Russia off from global technology networks. 

                                                                   
 Russia now depends heavily on China. 

                                  
 India‘s strategic room to manoeuvre has narrowed. 

                                      
 Dependence on either the U.S. or China now carries unacceptable risks. 

                                                         
 These are bilateral and politically driven arrangements. 

           औ                               ए      
 They may deliver short-term gains but not long-term security. 

                          ,                             
 India needs a long-term strategic approach alongside them. 

                -    ए                                                  

Move toward smaller, focused partnerships /     ,                      ब    

 India‘s current approach of maintaining ties with all major powers without getting too close to 
any is no longer sufficient. 

                      ,                                          ए                       
                        ,                    

 The alternative is sectoral plurilateralism, as geopolitical backstops for dealing with volatile 

powers. 

               ब         (sectoral plurilateralism),                                ए ए    -
                             

 Instead of forming large groups around vague shared values, India should build smaller, 
focused partnerships with a few countries in specific sectors. 

                                                  ,                                        

    ,                             ए  
 These groups would allow middle powers to set standards, develop capabilities, and 

create real interdependence on their own terms. 

                                        ,     ए              औ                        
ब                     

 There is precedent for this. 

       ए                           
 In 1951, six European countries formed the Coal and Steel Community, focused on just 

those two industries. 

1951   ,                                                  औ                   ठ        
 By linking their supply chains, they made conflict too costly. 

                            ,                                        
 They built trust through practical cooperation, not declarations. 

            ओ                                                    
 Within a decade, this became the foundation of the European Union (EU). 

ए             ,                (EU)                 
 This approach turns India‘s capabilities into lasting leverage instead of bargaining chips. 

                       ओ                                                           
 India‘s UPI payment system handles massive transaction volumes. 

        UPI                       -                
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 Its Aadhaar identity system and DigiLocker platform are global models. 

                      औ   ड                                
 A group building shared open-source digital standards could offer an alternative to 

China‘s surveillance model and America‘s big tech platforms. 

        -      ड                                                     ड  औ             ब   
                                          

 No bilateral trade deal delivers that kind of influence. 

                                                        
 Consider artificial intelligence (AI). 

      ब        (AI)               
 The world has two main players — U.S. companies and Chinese firms. 

                            —                  औ            
 But France leads in open-weight AI research, UAE has capital, Japan manufactures 

chips, and India has talent and market. 

              -    AI                    ,   ए                 ,            ब       , औ          
          औ  ब         

 Together, they could build an open AI system for Africa and Asia markets. 

     ,          औ  ए        ब           ए ए      AI                          
 Whoever sets technical standards first gains long-term advantage. 

                                    ,                             

The starting point /          ब    

 India should begin with three pilot partnerships — space, digital infrastructure, and AI. 

                               —       ,  ड              औ  AI                   ए  
 These areas combine India‘s capabilities with partners‘ urgent needs. 

                      औ                                           
 These groups need real authority to set binding standards. 

            ब                                                      ए  
 They should not depend on U.S.-led or China-dominated global bodies. 

            -                  -                                           ए  
 A partnership that can certify drug supply chains or set AI safety rules holds real power. 

                                                   AI                     ,             

              
 A country that only manages relations with big powers is reacting. 

                                                  ,                            
 Building partnerships with equals is shaping the future. 

                                                        
 India needs to move from one to the other. 

        ए                          ओ             
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23A. Number of counterfeit products 
seized by Amazon 

                   ए  ए                
      

 15 in a million. 

 15         
 Amazon blocked hundreds of millions of 

suspected fake reviews and seized over 15 million 
counterfeit products globally in 2025, according to 
the e-commerce giant‘s ‗Trustworthy Shopping 
Experience Report‘. 

  -                     ‗              ए          

      ‘          ,          2025                        
                                औ  15           

                              
 Amazon‘s legal actions in 2025 led to the shutdown of more than 100 websites attempting 

to facilitate fake reviews and scams targeting its store. 

          2025                                         100           ब                  
   ,             ओ  औ                                                                      
     

 

23A. People with ‗zero‘ electricity bills 
after solar system adoption 

                      ब   ‗    ‘  ब     ब  

         

 11,000 
 11,000 

 As many as 10,885 households achieved 

zero bills during the month, driven by installations 
carried out through TP Western Odisha Distribution 
Ltd‘s (TPWODL) 1-kW Utility Led Aggregation 
(ULA) model, which has accelerated solar adoption 

in the region, officials said. 

                           10,885                       

                   ,                  ड    ड         

      ड (TPDDL)    1-                   ड ए       

(ULA)   ड           ए  ए                           ,                                     

      

 

 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
2 

23A. Norms tweaked to blend non-
petroleum sources with ATF 

    -                 ATF        

            ए          ब     

 In a boost for India‘s sustainable 
aviation fuel (SAF) ambitions and to 

alleviate some pressure amid the U.S.-Israeli 
war against Iran, the Petroleum Ministry 
expanded the definition of aviation turbine 
fuel (ATF) to include blending of the fuel 
with synthesised hydrocarbons viz. fuel 

created from non-petroleum sources. 

               ब  ए  ए        (SAF)      
              औ                       -
                                       
  ए,                    ए  ए     ब         

(ATF)                          ,       
         ड        ब           -              
                                          

 The gazette notification reads: ―The 
following subclause shall be substituted, 
namely: ‗aviation turbine fuel‘ is a complex 
mixture of hydrocarbons conforming to IS 
1571 specification or its blend with 
synthesised hydrocarbons as specified in IS 
17081.‖ 

                             : ―            
                    ए  ,      : ‗ए  ए   

           ‘                ए            

      IS 1571                        IS 17081 

                                                      ‖ 
 For clarity, the gazette proposes to mandate standards for ATF, which adhere to those set for 

blended fuels labelled IS 1571. 

             ए,       ATF      ए                                               IS 1571    
           ए  ए                                  

 These standards would also include those defined as synthesised hydrocarbons, which are 
presently labelled IS 17081, and were formulated in 2019. 

                                                                                       ,       
          IS 17081                         औ        2019                       

 Input feedstock for hydrocarbons can range from biomass and natural gas, among others 

and not necessarily ethanol. 

                 ए               ब       औ                             औ                  

     ए             
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GS Paper III:  Science and Technology 23 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED     

23A Societies embrace gene therapy but resist genetic change in crops 

                             ,                                                 
23A Extreme heat threatens food systems, warn UN agencies 

                             ए        ,             ए                     
23A Young Chinese use AI to launch one-person firms over job anxiety 

                                  AI           ए -                             
 

23A. Societies embrace gene 
therapy but resist genetic change in 

crops 

                             ,       

                                  

        

 Our debates and discussions on 
technology are currently dominated by 
artificial intelligence (AI). 

                   ब   औ      ए            
      ब        (AI)                             

 Conversations around this subject 
are rarely about whether AI will envelop 
our lives or not, but about how and when it 
will do so. 

               ए                             AI 

                                  ,            
                   औ   ब            

 The chariot taking us to the future 
has another horse — biotechnology — 
galloping at the same breakneck speed as 
its twin, but puzzlingly not central enough 
to our discussions. 

         ओ                        ए  औ       
—               (biotechnology) —         

                     ,                      
          ओ                          

 This steed has also matured, and 
the question before us is whether we have 
the ability to generate new ideas in science 
that can steer the chariot in directions we 
value or if we are destined to go where it 
takes us. 
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                           , औ                              ए                             
                                             ए ,                                  ए              
            ए  

 Our ability to engineer life is not recent. 

                                                
 For more than 10,000 years we have bred and domesticated plants, animals, and 

microbes. 

     10,000                        ,       औ                   औ                  
 In our migrations across the planet, we have often taken with us these organisms and 

diseases across continents. 

                                      औ                                     ए  
 The passengers on our migration often wreaked ecological devastation in their new 

homes. 

           ए                     ए                                        
 At other times they adapted well and were of great value to our societies. 

   -                               ए औ                   ए                 ए  
 Much of the food we eat in India today is from non-native plants and animals. 

                             ,                                   औ                   
 Our ecosystem has adapted these organisms, engineered by breeding. 

                                                                       
 Most of what goes into your delicious aloo paratha is imported food engineered by 

breeding. 

                                                                                           
        

 Like all life on the earth, we too are much engineered. 

                        ,                                  ए  ए     
 Our own migrations, mixing, isolation, and endogamy have shuffled our genes and 

how they respond to our environment. 

          ,     ,       औ                         औ                                   

         
 However, very little of all this was driven by deliberate ideas or theory. 

       ,                               ब                            
 Engineering organisms by breeding and selection is slow, taking decades or even 

centuries. 

     औ                                ए               ,                            

         

Canvas of genome engineering /                             

 Since the late 19th century, successive revolutions in biology have enabled humans to 
engineer nature in laboratories. 

19                    ,                                                                          
               

 These revolutions were driven by ideas similar to those in natural sciences and 
mathematics. 

                          औ                                   
 Human societies have long modified nature, but now with unprecedented power and 

responsibility. 
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                                              ए   ,                                औ  
                            

 Genome engineering can be divided into humans, plants, and microbial engineering. 

                         ,      औ                                                  
 Public acceptance and concern vary across these sectors. 

                      औ           -               
 Understanding acceptance involves science, society, culture, market, and politics. 

                         ,     ,        , ब     औ                        
 Engineering germ-line cells is not legally permitted in most countries. 

   -                                                             ब         
 Engineering somatic cells is allowed and regulated. 

                                        औ            
 Cancer patients‘ cells can be engineered to modify the immune system. 

                                                                                          
  ए  

 These treatments are justified as benefits outweigh risks. 

                                       ,     ए                         

Acceptance of innovation /                   

 The acceptability of such interventions is high; indeed, they are welcomed. 

                             ;         ,                          
 The value of gene therapies for well-de•ned inherited diseases is weighed against safety 

concerns coming from the toxicity of the gene delivery system, which may need to be 

injected at high concentrations for the treatment to be e•ective. 

                                        ए                         ड                           
                   ओ                             ,                       ए                     

                 
 Patient groups that are keen on treatment and cures for diseases such as sickle-cell 

disease, thalassemias, muscular dystrophies, Huntington‘s disease, and other familial 
diseases drive demands for drugs and genetic treatments. 

            ,        -       ,           ,         ड     ,              औ                     
                    ,       औ                                         

 The costs of research and therapy, safety and efficacy considerations, long timelines, and 
market forces limit the use of these technologies. 

         औ               ,       औ           ,          औ  ब                          
                        

 There is no groundswell of opposition to engineering somatic cells for therapy in humans. 

                                                                                     
 Contrast the relative acceptability of genetic engineering in human health to the situation in 

agriculture and horticulture. 

                                                                 औ  ब                      
            

 In the U.S. and Canada, most maize, soybean, and cotton are from genetically 
engineered plants designed for pest resistance or herbicide resistance. 

        औ     ड                 ,     ब   औ                                              

       ,                                          ए    ए  ए     
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 Canada is a major producer of canola, mostly from genetically engineered plants. 

                              ,                                                         
 These products are exported worldwide, including to Europe and India, where they are not 

allowed to be grown. 

                          औ                             ,                                    
 A large proportion of Europe‘s animal feed is imported from the Americas and is derived 

from genetically modified plants. 

                     ए                                      औ                              
                 

 Arguments against genetically modified food include concerns about safety, 
environmental impact, monoculture, and corporate control. 

                                                 ,               , ए            , औ  
                       ए            

 However, genetically modified crops have been grown and consumed safely for decades. 

       ,                                                       औ                      
 The dominance of seed companies exists independent of genetic modification. 

ब                                                                
 Monoculture and dominance of market varieties occurred even before genetic engineering. 

ए             औ                                                                   
 The Green Revolution used breeding, not laboratory genetic engineering. 

                                                                                 
 Some criticism may be valid, but acceptance of innovation varies widely across sectors. 

          ए                 ,                                           -             

Synthetic biology and biotechnology /                   औ                

 Synthetic biology and biotechnology provide another context where genetic 
engineering is growing rapidly. 

                  औ                ए                                                         
           

 Several drugs — insulin is a common example — are made by recombinant DNA 
technology and directly injected into us. 

      ए  —         ए                   —       ब    ड ए ए             ब            औ  
                         

 The anti-malarial natural product artemisinin can now be made by microbes in the 
laboratory and does not have to be extracted from plants. 

ए   -                                  ब                            ब                औ  
                                        

 Many natural products are now synthesised in large amounts in the laboratory using 
genetic engineering. 

                  ब                                           ब                        ए 

         
 The ‗weight-loss‘ drug semaglutide, which is the active ingredient in Ozempic and 

Wegovy, is a relatively recent example of synthetic biology‘s reach. 

                           ड,            औ                       ,                      
         ए                    

 Its natural equivalent in our bodies decays in minutes, but the synthetic version grown in 
baker‘s yeast can stay on for weeks, ensuring its efficacy. 
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                                                            ,       ब                        
                                ,                                        

 Synthetic biology has transformed the diagnosis of animal and plant diseases, made 
vaccines that have prevented millions of deaths of humans and livestock, and developed 
what are called biologics: genetically engineered antibodies and proteins that are used 

to treat cancers and other diseases. 

                         औ          ब                                    ,          ब  ए    
               औ     ओ                         , औ  ब          —                ए  ए 

ए   ब ड  औ                 ए            औ                                          
 Developed largely by energetic startups, followed usually by collaboration with big 

companies, these drugs are less-expensively made when they eventually go off patent. 

                                    , औ         ब                          ,       ए        

                         ब             
 Here, there is little or no lament against their being used in humans, except to despair of their 

cost and accessibility. 

                                                     ,                औ                  
          

Wheels of the chariot /          ए 

 Ideas that move into application have emerged where they have been challenged, 
tested, discarded or accepted, and where societal debates on them have flourished. 

                            ,                                          ,         ,            
               , औ                     ब                

 When the flexibility to put out ideas and test them diminishes, as in Europe in 
agriculture or the U.S. in infectious disease research, the global supply chain of ideas 
gets broken until these geographies reform or new geographies for ideas take root. 

                    औ                                ,                                  
                      ,                                              ,                         

        ए                        
 How societies respond to ideas also affects how further potentially transformative new 

ones emerge. 

                                   ,                                                    ए 

                       
 Trofim Lysenko and his acolytes managed to destroy Soviet agriculture by smashing 

the core ideas of genetics, and in doing so also managed to kill new ideas in biology. 

               औ                                                                           

       , औ                                  ए                             
 Mathematics and physics, lying outside his interest and remit, escaped his attention 

and thrived. 

     औ        ,                           ,                  ए औ                   
 One can selectively destroy the capacity for new ideas but this is never a stable route. 

 ए                                                    ,                                 
      

Ideas, innovation and regulation /      ,        औ          

 We do not •nd societies where only ideas thrive without any innovation — nor others 
where true innovation thrives without original ideas. 
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                                                                    — औ                
                                               

 But we can •nd societies where there is imitation and incremental development, standing 

on the discoveries and innovation of others. 

                                      औ                    ,                  औ             
                

 For true innovation, as opposed to imitation and catching up, a reasonable regulatory 
system is also needed. 

                    ए,             औ                     , ए                      
          

 A completely risk-averse regulatory system is by de•nition very safe, allowing only those 

innovations to grow that have been tested by others elsewhere over the years. 

ए                  ब                                            ,                          
                                                         

 This results in a society that may become good at high-volume low-value products whose 
technological and market effectiveness has been demonstrated elsewhere. 

     ए                                                                         ,       
       औ                                                

 Not to be sni•ed at, but certainly not su•cient for a large country like ours, and not 
su•cient to stimulate new and daring ideas. 

                                  ,                     ब            ए                औ   ए   

                                 ए                    
 With the acceleration of biotechnologies, rigorous but enabling regulatory oversight is 

essential. 

                                   ,  ठ             ब                                 

    
 Today, information from genome sequences in the context of how the environment and 

genes a•ect outcomes partners with the growth of how we analyse information. 

                               ,                           औ                             

       ,                                                 
 This partnership powers the generation of new ideas about how life works and what life itself 

is. 

                         ए                                               औ               
 These, in turn, will rapidly feed into new •ndings and new innovations. 

                            औ   ए                      
 If regulation is only about safety and curbing, and demanding compliance with an ever-

changing process, it will curb enthusiasm for daring ideas. 

                       औ                     औ                    ओ                
        ,                                                 

 Modest and unambitious approaches thus encouraged are a self-defeating oxymoron. 

                   ए  ए       औ                        ए    -                         
 In this highly regulated situation, both ideas and innovation will happen elsewhere. 

                                   औ                                           
 Reverse engineering of quality is what one will have to take pride in, at best. 

      ,                                                           
 The life sciences, unlike many other technologies, are simpler to scale from ideas to 

applications. 

          ,                        ,                                                    
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 In particular, theory and computational approaches in life sciences must be strongly 

encouraged. 

           ,                         औ                                               ए  
 Narrowly demanding application and results can be counterproductive. 

             औ                                                 
 Yet focus, quality and daring are required. 

       ए     ,        औ                 
 Fundamental and applied research are the wheels of the chariot. 

      औ                                ए     
 If we ruin one wheel, we will go in circles. 

       ए     ए               ,                             
 If we over-regulate, the chariot will be stuck in regulatory quicksand. 

                           ,                            ए    
 If we under-regulate, we cannot steer the direction. 

                       ,                              ए     
 They may take us to a precipice. 

                                       
 Wise regulation that deals with present and future will release human ingenuity. 

        औ                   ,           औ                           ,                   
            

 It will help tackle the most complex and unforeseen challenges. 

                 औ                                        ए    
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23A. Extreme heat threatens food systems, warn UN agencies 

                             ए        ,             ए                     

Extreme heat /            
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 Extreme heat is pushing global agrifood systems to the brink, threatening the 
livelihoods and health of more than a billion people, according to a new report by the 
UN‘s food and weather agencies. 

                      -                                            ,       ए         
                     औ                   ,                        औ       ए          
                         

 The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO) said heatwaves are becoming more frequent, intense 
and prolonged, damaging crops, livestock, fisheries, and forests. 

                 ए              (FAO) औ                        (WMO)                  

     ब  ,     औ    ब           ,           ,      ,      औ                       
 For livestock, the report details a thermal humidity index that, when breached, will trigger 

acute heat stress. 

           ए,           ए             ड     ड               ,                                 

               
 In dairy cattle, this manifests as a 15% to 25% drop in milk production and signi•cant 

drops in fertility rates. 

         ओ                      15%    25%           औ                                     
    

 Scientists have noted similar stressors in poultry, where extreme temperature spikes can 
lead to mass mortality events in facilities without industrial-level climate control. 

                                           ,                                                   

                                 ए              
 ―Extreme heat is rewriting the script on what farmers, •shers, and foresters can grow and 

when they can grow. 

―                                   ,        औ            औ                  
 In some cases it is even dictating if they can still work,‖ said Kaveh Zahedi, head of FAO‘s 

climate change o•ce. 

                                                               ,‖             , FAO           
                             

 ―At its core, this report is telling us that we face a very uncertain future,‖ he said. 

―                        ए                                  ,‖             
 Recent climate datasets show global warming is accelerating, with 2025 ranking among 

the three hottest years on record, triggering more frequent and severe weather extremes. 

                                                          , औ  2025  ब            ब           
           ,                औ                 ए             

 Acting as a risk multiplier, extreme heat intensi•es droughts, wild•res, and pest 
outbreaks and sharply cuts crop yields once critical temperature thresholds are breached. 

                                ए,                ,            औ                       
औ                                                              

 The report said higher temperatures are shrinking the safety margin that plants, animals, and 

humans rely on to function. 

                                                                          ,     औ              
    

 Beyond just dehydration, extreme heat disrupts the rest period of plants. 

                      ,                                                    
 High nighttime temperatures force crops to maintain high respiration rates, consuming the 

energy stores built through photosynthesis. 
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                                      ब  ए           ए              ,                    

                             
 This exhaustion stunts growth and leads to pollen sterility in staple crops like maize and 

rice. 

                           औ       औ                                                 
 Heat during the critical •owering window can prevent fertilisation, resulting in empty husks. 

                                                     ,                          
 Marine heatwaves are also becoming more frequent, depleting oxygen levels in water and 

threatening •sh stocks. 

                         ,                                    औ         ड               
 In 2024, 91% of the world‘s oceans experienced at least one marine heatwave. 

2024              91%                      ए                              
 Risks rise sharply as warming accelerates. 

    -                   ,               ब        
 The intensity of extreme heat events is expected to double at 2°C and quadruple at 3°C, 

compared to 1.5°C. 

                  ए  2°C           औ  3°C                               , 1.5°C              
 Every one-degree rise in global temperature cuts yields of maize, rice, soya, and wheat by 

around 6%. 

                       1°C              ,     ,      औ                        6%          
 The FAO and WMO said piecemeal responses were inadequate and called for better risk 

governance and early-warning weather systems. 

FAO औ  WMO                                     औ               ब                     
                     

 This will help farmers and •shers take preventive action. 

           औ                     ठ         
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23A. Young Chinese use AI to launch one-person firms over job anxiety 

                                  AI           ए -                             

 Young Chinese, many who fear age discrimination in their workplace after turning 35, are 
increasingly starting ―one-person companies‖ that have artificial intelligence do most of 

the work. 

          ,             35                                                   ,         ―ए -      

        ‖              ,                         ब        (AI)          
 More young people in China are subscribing to the model, as cities pledge millions of dollars 

in funding and rent subsidies for such ventures, in alignment with Beijing‘s political goal of 
―technological self-reliance‖. 

                                        ,                                ए              
       औ                         ,              ―                 ‖                          

    
 ―The one-person company is a product of the AI era,‖ said Karen Dai, founder of Shanghai-

based SoloNest, which hosts weekend events for solo entrepreneurs. 

 ―ए -            AI                ,‖            SoloNest                           ,    
ए                ए                                 

 On a Sunday in Shanghai, around 20 people in their 20s and 30s packed into a conference 
room for Ms. Dai‘s 134th iteration of a three-hour ideas swap on going it alone. 

          ए           , 20    30                    20     ए               ए     ए,      
                             -            134             ,                                   
    -               
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 One attendee, Wang Tianyi, now earns up to 40,000 yuan ($5,800) per month making AI-
generated commercials for businesses. 

 ए                                       ए AI       ब  ए  ए                           

40,000      ($5,800)              
 The 26-year-old, who quit his product manager job at an internet company last year, predicts 

that people flying solo will become a ―major trend‖. 

 26     ,                   ए                          ड                         ,              
                  ए  ―ब       ‖      ए    

 Chinese municipalities are rolling out policies to support AI-powered one-person 
companies, using the initials ―OPC‖, a rare use of English in official policy. 

               ए  AI-        ए -                                 ए                       , 
      ―OPC‖                              ,                                               

 In November, the eastern city of Suzhou vowed to cultivate ―more than 10,000 OPC talents‖ 
by 2028 and funnel around 700 million yuan ($100 million) towards sectors, including AI 
robotics, healthcare, and smart transportation. 

         ,                   2028    ―10,000         OPC      ए ‖             औ  AI 

  ब     ,             औ                                 700             ($100       ) 

                         
 Southwestern Chengdu also last month promised subsidies of up to 20,000 yuan for 

graduates to establish AI-driven OPCs. 

     -                                         AI-       OPCs                  ए 20,000 
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One home: Students take part in an 
awareness campaign organised on World 
Earth Day at the Cubbon Park in Bengaluru on 

Wednesday. 

The theme of this year‘s Earth day was ‗Our 

Power, Our Planet‘. 

 

 

 

 

23A. Tamil Nadu 
and the climate 
question 

      ड  औ  
              

Tamil Nadu is one of 
India‘s most 
dynamic economies / 

      ड           ब   
                   
      ए     

 Tamil Nadu is 
one of India‘s most 
dynamic economies 

and, increasingly, one 
of its most climate-
exposed. 

                      
                   
      ए     औ      -     
                   -
                   
                 

 Take just the 
last three years, for 
instance — Cyclone 
Michaung cost the 
State over ₹11,000 
crore in a single week 

in 2023. 

            ए       
              — 

               2023 
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   ए                      ₹11,000                                  
 The compounded floods and droughts of 2024 added another ₹10,000 crore in economic 

losses. 

2024           ब   औ                  ₹10,000                            
 Cyclone Ditwah destroyed crops across 2.11 lakh hectares of land, roughly the size of three 

lakh football fields. 

                2.11                                        ,                        

                    
 Add to this intensifying heatwaves across districts such as Madurai and Tiruchirappalli, 

along with significant loss of productivity due to extreme heat. 

               औ                                        औ                                 
                      

 And you have a State where political parties can no longer contest elections without 
commitment to climate action. 

औ             ए                                                                        
                            

 On April 23, as Tamil Nadu heads to the polls, the important question is how seriously have 
the parties engaged with the climate crisis already reshaping the State. 

23                              ओ           ,                                                
                                                  

 To answer this, we have examined their manifestos through a climate lens — going beyond 
promises labelled as climate policy to identify measures linked to heat action, flood 
mitigation, coastal protection, water management, and agricultural resilience. 

                   ए                                                         —             
                                          ए   , ब         ,           ,     ब    औ       

                                      

DMK: leading on climate / ड ए   :                

 The Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) manifesto is among the more climate-aware 
documents produced by any major party in Tamil Nadu for an Assembly election. 

                (DMK)                                                                  
  ए         ए  ए            -                    ए      

 The standout section focuses on extreme heat. 

                                      
 The manifesto promises to appoint District Heat Officers in every district and city. 

                औ                                                       
 Officials tasked with issuing localised heat warnings and enforcing workplace safety during 

extreme temperature events. 

                                                  औ                                 

                         ए                
 Heat mortality in India is chronically undercounted, and the absence of district-level 

climate officers has long been a structural gap. 

                                                             औ      -             
                       ए                        

 If implemented, this single measure could save lives in the coming summers. 

                 ,       ए                            ब            
 Alongside this, AI-based automatic micro-grid weather stations in every district would 

provide localised cyclone and heat warnings. 
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                       ए               -  ड                     ए   ए              

      औ                          
 A meaningful upgrade over city-level forecasting, which leaves farmers and coastal 

communities without adequate time to respond. 

      -                             ए                   ,           औ                         

                       
 On mobility, the DMK sets an explicit target of 30% vehicle electrification by 2030. 

                   ए       2030    30%                                                   
 With electric bus services expanded to five cities. 

               ब                                         ए    
 Building on the Vidiyal Payanam scheme for women, the party has committed to inducting 

10,000 new buses equipped with modern facilities. 

     ओ       ए                                                     ओ         10,000    

ब                               
 And expanding mini-bus services to improve last-mile connectivity. 

औ      -ब                                                                         
 The proposal for ‗Complete Streets‘ with pedestrian pathways and shade trees addresses 

both the urban heat island effect and the lack of walkable public spaces. 

‗            ‘                        औ                      ,              ड      औ  
                                                              

 The promise to convert at least 3% of urban land into ‗sponge city‘ infrastructure /      
                 3%    ‗         ‘                                   

 The promise to convert at least 3% of urban land into ‗sponge city‘ infrastructure is the 
language of serious climate adaptation. 

         3%              ‗         ‘                                                        

            
 So does the proposal for a coastal green belt of native species — including casuarina, 

palmyra, pongamia, and mangroves — from Kanyakumari to Tiruvallur to bu•er sea 
erosion and cyclonic winds. 

                                                   —                ,        ,          
औ                 —                                      औ                             ए 

    
 The DMK has the advantage of incumbency and the building blocks to achieve this: the 

Tamil Nadu EV Policy 2023 is already in place, and renewable energy capacity has 
crossed 25 GW. 

DMK                           औ                                 :       ड           2023 

               , औ                     25 GW                     
 The manifesto also includes early signals on circular economy pathways, such as bio-CNG 

and waste-to-energy infrastructure in several cities. 

                                                        ,                 ब   -CNG औ      -  -
ए              

 It is one of the few manifestos to link climate action with systems such as transport, •ood 
management, and public space design. 

                         ए                                , ब    ब    औ                

 ड                               
 What is missing, however, are explicit commitments on coastal zone management and 

climate •nance. 

       ,                ब    औ                             ए           
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AIADMK: a signi•cant RE push / ए  एड ए   :                  ए               

 The All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) commitment to converting all 
city buses to electric vehicles is more sweeping in ambition than the DMK‘s targeted 
expansion. 

      ड                        (AIADMK)             ब                                

              DMK                                                           
 A full •eet electri•cation e•ort (with timelines) would be transformative for urban air 

quality and sustainable mobility. 

ए                            (            )                  औ                    ए 

                  
 Metro rail expansions in Chennai, Coimbatore, and Madurai are also transit-positive. 

     ,     ब    औ                                          ए              
 The manifesto further promises to extend the free bus scheme (currently for women) to men 

travelling on city buses. 

                 ब        (                  ओ       ए   )         ब                           
                          

 The promise of a 100% government subsidy for solar pump sets for farmers is powerful. 

            ए                 100%            ड                             
 Agricultural electricity demand is a major driver of Tamil Nadu‘s carbon load, and solar 

pump sets could reduce both emissions and the burden on TANGEDCO. 

      ब                       ब          ए              , औ                      औ  
TANGEDCO                               

 Rooftop solar subsidies for households, along with additional subsidies for micro and 
small industries, round out a decentralised solar push. 

         ए                ड ,          औ                  ए               , ए  

                                          
 The commitment to introduce climate change into the school curriculum is understated but 

meaningful. 

                                                                       ,                
    

 Then there are the free refrigerators. 

                                         
 Promising 2.22 crore energy-consuming appliances with no accompanying energy-

e•ciency standards, grid-greening guarantees, or old-appliance disposal programme is 

contradictory. 

2.22          -                                                      ,       ड           
                                             

 As temperatures rise, refrigerators may become unavoidable, but large-scale distribution into 
a grid still reliant on signi•cant thermal power could increase the State‘s carbon load. 

    -                   ,                              ,                                          
                              ब                       

TVK: ambition without a track record /       :     ड      ब              

 The Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) has put forward a climate chapter that is, on paper, 

the most ambitious among major parties. 

                  (TVK)    ए                            ,                             
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 The centrepiece is a Climate-Resilient Tamil Nadu Master Plan 2045, with a 38-district 
framework backed by a dedicated ₹3,000 crore climate budget and a proposed sustained 
renewable economy division. 

                      -      ए         ड             2045   ,       38-          ,        

₹3,000             ब  , औ                                            
 If that institutional architecture is real, it would mark the •rst time a Tamil Nadu party has 

treated climate as a standalone •scal and administrative priority. 

                                ,                                                        ए  

            औ                                     
 On mobility, TVK promises 20,000 EV fast-charging stations by 2031, full electri•cation of 

5,000 TNSTC buses, and dedicated footpaths and cycling tracks across 25 cities — a 
non-motorised transport commitment unmatched by other manifestos. 

                  , TVK 2031    20,000         -            , 5,000 TNSTC ब           
          , औ  25                ए                                —       -           

          ब                                 
 The ‗Vettri Solar Mission‘ targets 100% renewable energy for Tamil Nadu. 

‗               ‘               ए 100%                               
 On water, the numbers are staggering: restoration of over 39,000 irrigation tanks, •ve lakh 

new farm ponds, a 90% subsidy for drip irrigation and a ₹5,000 crore Cauvery Delta 
Protection Fund. 

                                 : 39,000                                 ,           ए      
   ड,               90%     ड , औ  ₹5,000             ड                

 The critical question, however, is credibility. 

       ,                                
 TVK has never governed, and its total manifesto commitments exceed ₹1.1 lakh crore. 

TVK                         , औ                        ₹1.1                      
 The vision is encouraging, but voters should press hard for the •scal plan behind it. 

                 ,             ओ                                              ए  

NTK‘s overlooked green manifesto / ए                             

 Any discussion of Tamil Nadu‘s climate election cannot be complete without acknowledging 
that Seeman‘s Naam Tamilar Katchi (NTK) has produced, by ideological conviction, the 
greenest manifesto. 

                                                                (NTK)     ब        

                    ए                         
 NTK commits to increasing forest cover from 20.21% to 33% within •ve years, explicitly 

names the Paris Agreement and UN climate guidelines as binding commitments, and 
pledges to cancel the Parandur Airport project, ban coal mine expansion at NLC Neyveli, 
block hydrocarbon exploration in the Cauvery Delta, and oppose the Environment 
Impact Assessment Draft 2020. 

NTK                       20.21%    33%    ब    ,              औ                     
                            ,        ए                        , NLC                     

             ब        ,        ड               ब               ,                       

      2020                                 
 NTK‘s manifesto is a document that future climate advocates in Tamil Nadu will reference 

and one that other parties should take note of. 

NTK            ए                                                          औ             
                       ए  
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 A shift in political language /                          

 A simple keyword count across manifestos reveals something worth pausing on. 

            ए            ड                                   
 In the DMK‘s 2021 manifesto, ‗climate change‘ appeared once; in 2026, it appears six times. 

DMK    2021            ‗              ‘ ए         ; 2026                      
 The AIADMK, which made no mention of ‗climate‘ in 2021, now includes it at least twice. 

AIADMK,       2021    ‗      ‘                      ,                                       
 NTK‘s 2026 manifesto uses the word ‗environment‘ 16 times, while TVK, in its •rst election, 

clocks �ve mentions of ‗climate change‘. 

NTK    2026            ‗       ‘     16           ,      TVK,                   , ‗       
       ‘                            

 These are word counts, not policies. 

              ,               
 But together, they signal that the climate crisis has entered Tamil Nadu‘s political 

vocabulary in a way it had not before. 

                                                                                             
                         

 Beyond the promises, three factors will determine whether Tamil Nadu‘s next government can 
align growth with climate realities: institutional capacity, integration and equity. 

           ,                                                             ओ              
      :             , ए      औ          

 Manifestos are documents of promise. 

                                  
 On climate, they are also documents of preparedness. 

                  ,                                  
 Tamil Nadu‘s next government will inherit not a distant environmental challenge, but an 

unfolding economic one. 

                                                        ,      ए                      

                       
 The question is not only who o•ers the most, but who demonstrates the capacity to 

implement coherently and consistently over time. 

                                            ,                                     औ        
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23A. QUIZ 

First Observance in 1970 

 The event refers to Earth Day, first held in 1970, 
marking a major milestone in global environmental awareness. 
Initiated in the United States, it mobilized millions to demand 
action against pollution and ecological degradation. 

  Led by Gaylord Nelson, it laid the foundation for 
modern environmental movements. 

  Today, it is observed worldwide, influencing policies 
on climate change, conservation, and sustainable 

development. 

Julian Koenig and Earth Day 

 Julian Koenig, an American advertising copywriter, is 
credited with coining the term ―Earth Day‖ in 1970.  

 Working with environmental campaign organizers, he 
suggested the name due to its rhyme with ―birthday,‖ making it 

memorable and appealing. 

  The term played a key role in branding the movement, helping it gain widespread recognition. 

  Since then, Earth Day has evolved into a global environmental event promoting awareness 

and sustainability. 

First Earth Day and the United States 

 The first Earth Day in 1970 was primarily focused on the United States, where it originated as 

a nationwide environmental movement. Initiated by Gaylord Nelson, it mobilized around 20 
million Americans to protest pollution and ecological degradation.  

 This mass participation led to stronger environmental laws and institutions, including the 
creation of regulatory frameworks, later inspiring global adoption of Earth Day as an 

international environmental awareness event. 

―Tomorrow‘s World‖ – Earth Day 1990 Single 

 The Earth Day-themed single Tomorrow‘s World was released in 1990 to promote global 

environmental awareness during the expanded international celebration of Earth Day.  

  It reflected growing concern about issues such as pollution, deforestation, and climate 
change. 

  The 1990 campaign marked Earth Day‘s transformation into a worldwide movement, 
mobilizing millions across countries and strengthening environmental advocacy through 

media, music, and public participation. 

Santa Barbara Oil Spill and Earth Day  

 The Santa Barbara oil spill in California significantly influenced the launch of Earth Day in 
1970. 

  The massive spill released millions of gallons of crude oil into the Pacific Ocean, causing 
severe environmental damage and public outrage. 

  It highlighted the dangers of industrial pollution and inspired policymakers like Gaylord 
Nelson to initiate a nationwide environmental movement, leading to the first Earth Day 

observance. 
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GS Paper III: Disaster Management 23 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

23A Forty years since the disaster, Chernobyl is a story that keeps finding new 

retellings 

                  ब     ,      ब            ए        ब  -ब                     
 

 
 

23A. Forty years since the disaster, Chernobyl is a story that keeps finding 

new retellings 

                  ब     ,      ब            ए        ब  -ब                     

 Three books on the tragedy provide a detailed understanding on what transpired, 
drawing on Soviet archives, KGB documents, interviews, and testimonies by survivors 
to reveal both the system that failed and the human cost it left behind 

                                               ,     ब          ,           औ        ब   
                                                            ,                     औ  
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 The Bhopal gas tragedy killed more people. 

                                  ए  
 The Soviet Union‘s nuclear tests in Semipalatinsk irradiated a larger area over a longer 

period. 

                                                                                      
 Why then has the Chernobyl disaster endured so pronouncedly in the popular 

imagination? 

            ब                                                      ? 

 During a •awed safety test, the nuclear reactor at the heart of the Chernobyl disaster 
entered an unstable state, culminating in explosions at 1:23 a.m. on April 26, 1986. 

ए                               ,                                      ए                   
       ,    26      1986      ब  1:23 ब                         

 The •rst •re•ghters arrived at the plant within minutes, expecting an ordinary •re. 

                                             ए,            ए       ए                
 By then, the reactor core had exploded. 

        ए                             
 When the personnel climbed on the roof, they stepped on blast debris. 

                ,                       ब              
 They didn‘t know what it really was. 

                                           
 Two lieutenants led teams that managed to prevent the •re from spreading to adjacent 

units. 

                                                                                       
 But within a few hours, they were vomiting, and most of them died within weeks. 

                                     , औ                                     ए  

An illusory prestige / ए                 

 In Chernobyl: History of a Tragedy, Serhii Plokhy, a noted historian of Eastern Europe, 
established that scientists had warned about the reactor‘s instability. 

Chernobyl: History of a Tragedy   ,                                                       

                               ए              
 The Soviet leadership had ignored these warnings in the interest of what Plokhy called 

―atomic prestige‖ — the international status that came with taming nuclear power in the 

post-war era. 

                                               ,               ―             ‖     —         
                                                             

 The Communist leadership could trumpet this prestige within the country, considering 
nuclear physics was believed to sit at the top of a hierarchy of knowledge. 

                                   ठ                    ,                               
                            

 The events at Chernobyl in 1986, however, exposed this prestige to be illusory. 

       , 1986         ब         ओ            ठ                           
 The power plant was located near Prypiat. 

                                       
 The city, until then a statement of Soviet modernity, quickly became a ghost town. 

      ,                                   ,         ए                     
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 The disaster also happened around the same time that Mikhail Gorbachev was ramping up 
industrial output. 

                                ब      औ                          
 The expectation resulted in senior sta• at the plant being caught between the obligation to 

deliver dangerous levels of power and the desperation not to face the consequences of 
non-compliance. 

                              ठ                                           औ                 
                                         ए  

 In his 2019 book, Midnight in Chernobyl, the British journalist Adam Higginbotham 
diagnosed this trap as an obsession with scale that outpaced safety. 

     2019         , Midnight in Chernobyl   ,             एड       ब                   
                                                    

A thorough account / ए               

 Midnight is in fact one of the best books on the Chernobyl disaster for those interested in its 
people. 

Midnight                                       ए                    ए                     
             

 It is replete with interviews and provides a thorough account of how the disaster unfolded 

without being overwhelming. 

                         औ               ए                                               
 Chernobyl‘s complexity was always going to make for confusing history, and any historical 

account that claimed otherwise would be mistaken. 

                                                                , औ                 

                           ,              
 Midnight includes con•icting details to illustrate this, aside from also showing up where the 

2019 HBO show Chernobyl gets its facts wrong. 

Midnight                    ए                               ,                           

2019    HBO    Chernobyl              
 It also has a few mistakes of its own, such as when it says the hydrogen atom has a 

neutron. 

                           ,                                   ए                  
 But these details are trivial in the narrative, which is the real treasure. 

                             ,                       
 On the other hand, Plokhy‘s book is perhaps the most complete single-volume account of 

the disaster. 

      ओ ,                                            ए  -  ड           
 The historian drew on Soviet archives, KGB documents, and testimony by survivors that 

writers before him couldn‘t. 

                              ,     ब          , औ        ब                              , 
                           ए                

 He pieced together the disaster‘s immediate aftermath in such •ne detail that the book 
often reads like a novel. 

                     ब                                            ए                   
    

 Because of the authority of his sources, Plokhy‘s voice is con•dent, including when he 
dissects the Soviet bureaucratic culture that rendered the disaster a matter of time. 
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                               ,                            ,                         

                                                                        
 Its only downside, admittedly an important one, is that it sometimes understates the 

disaster‘s health e•ects. 

     ए        ,               ,                -                                    
           

 It is nonetheless an excellent reference for those seeking to understand what actually 

happened. 

      ,                 ए ए                                                            

Voices from Chernobyl /      ब           

 Voices from Chernobyl, by the Russian journalist Svetlana Alexievich, opens with the 
testimony of Lyudmilla Ignatenko, whose husband was one of the •rst •re-•ghters at the 

plant. 

Voices from Chernobyl,                                           ,    ड                 
                    ,                                          ए      

 She recalled following him to a hospital in Moscow, hiding her pregnancy to remain at his 

bedside. 

                                         ए               औ                     ए      
                

 His skin cracked, his hair fell out, and pieces of his lungs and liver came out of his mouth. 

               ,         ए, औ                                                          
 He died in 14 days. 

           14                
 Her own daughter only lived four hours: the doctors told Lyudmilla the foetus had absorbed 

radiation from her womb. 

                                      :                                                        

                    
 The desperate e•orts to safeguard the reactor came to be called the Battle of Chernobyl, 

with a twist: the enemies here — more immediately, radiation, and more importantly, the 
state — were invisible. 

  ए                                              ब                 , ए                : 

            —                   , औ                           —          
 The plant was in Ukraine but 70% of the radionuclides fell in Belarus. 

                        70%    ड            ब               
 The government didn‘t evacuate Prypiat for two days. 

                                               
 The Kremlin only issued a statement on April 28, when radiation triggered alarms at a 

nuclear plant in Sweden. 

               28                       ,                 ड     ए                        
          

 Gorbachev even encouraged citizens to participate in May Day parades — an act Plokhy 
argued was the moment Ukrainians became permanently disillusioned with the state. 

  ब                               ड                  ए                  —                    

                                                   ए  

At the level of the body /                
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 Of the many ways to understand Chernobyl, from scienti•c to political, Voices from 
Chernobyl brought to bear the existential. 

     ब                           ,                       , Voices from Chernobyl    
                            

 Alexievich interviewed hundreds of survivors over many years but her principal 
contribution was her voice. 

                                     ब                        ,                        

              
 She removed herself from the narrative, instead setting out the testimonies of •re-•ghters, 

physicists, and re-settlers without imposing any arguments on them. 

                                  औ            ,           औ                            
                                  

 She seemed to be saying no synthesis could ever capture the events at Chernobyl. 

                                                       ओ                             
 Against the meticulousness of Plokhy and Higginbotham, Alexievich argued that the 

disaster could only ever be legible at the level of the body, even if such bodies number in 

the thousands. 

      औ       ब                       ,                                                 

                            ,                              
 Since the disaster, Chernobyl has been complicated as much by sci-• lore and military 

video games — which treated the defunct facility as an ominous battleground — as by 
haunting photographs and, today, a dark tourism industry. 

              ,      ब        -          औ          ड                                 —    
                 ए                                        —                       औ  
      ड                     

 Scholars have described the Zone of Exclusion as a unique place where it is now possible 
to bodily experience a historic politico-technical failure. 

           ब           (Zone of Exclusion)    ए         ठ                                   
                    -                                                

 Even Fukushima didn‘t manage this, thus avoiding slipping into mythology. 

                                       ,                                    
 In fact, Fukushima was a disaster. 

        ,          ए           
 Chernobyl is a story that keeps •nding new retellings. 

     ब  ए                  ब  -ब    ए                           
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23A Govt. adds 14 seaports for e-visa entry, widens immigration access 

           -               ए 14       ब           ,                           
23A INS Nireekshak arrives in Colombo for bilateral exercise 

   ए ए                            ए     ब         
 
 

 
 

23A. Centre makes registration for e-sports mandatory 

         -            ए                      

 The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) on Wednesday notified•ed 
rules allowing registration of e-sport games and the •arms running them, which will take 
effect from May 1. 

            औ                         (MeitY)                                  ए     -

           औ                                                      ,    1                   
 The rules come as subordinate legislation for the Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming 

Act, 2025, which prohibits real money gaming in India. 

         Promotion and Regulation of Online Gaming Act, 2025      ए                       
 ए   ,                                                   

 The rules come after a draft was last published last October. 

                                                           ए     
 The Online Gaming Authority of India (OGAI), which will run as an attached o•ce within 

MeitY as a fully digital organisation, has been set up under the rules. 

                             ड   (OGAI),    MeitY         ए                                
 ड                              ,                                  

 Representatives from the Ministries of Home Affairs and Law have been added to the OGAI. 

            औ                               OGAI                       
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 Under the new rules, registration for ―online social games‖ will only be required and 

triggered when the Centre notices a specific category of games as requiring such registration. 

  ए              ―                ‖      ए                                          

                                  ए                 
 Registration for e-sports is mandatory. 

  -            ए                     
 IT Secretary S. Krishnan told the media that the rules have enabling provisions to regulate 

and require age classifications of video games in the future, should the government deem it 

necessary to address issues like addiction. 

           S.                                                                           
                                             औ                                ,              
             ओ                             

 The rules provide for a ―code of practice‖ the the IT Ministry could notify in the future 
covering video games, such as games with microtransactions. 

         ए  ―  ड          ‖                  ,                                      ,      
                       ,      ए                      

 ―Most games which are not money games should be able to operate with no obligation to 

necessarily either be determined or registered,‖ Mr. Krishnan said. 

 ―                                ,                         ,                           ए    
               ए,                             ए,‖                  

 ―That entire process is optional.‖ 

 ―                         ‖ 
 On the issue of betting markets hosting wagers on Indian elections and cricket matches, he 

said that such sites were being blocked as and when they were brought to notice. 

               औ                                                                            
                                   ,                           

 ―Access through VPNs is a slightly thorny issue,‖ he added. 

 ―VPNs                   ए                    ,‖              
 ―We are trying to see how we can regulate VPNs more eectively… There are many legitimate 

uses of VPNs. So how do you distinguish between the legitimate and the illegitimate uses is 
the big question… it‘s a bit like a whack-a-mole situation,‖ he said. 

 ―                                     VPNs                                               … 

VPNs                         ए     औ                                      ए,              

  …         whack-a-mole              ,‖             
 The Act drops the draft‘s language on promoting esports altogether. 

                        -                                                           
 ―Mr. Krishnan said that this was because promotion of esports was a policy matter and may 

not have been appropriate to include in a rulemaking process.‖ 

 ―                          ए           -                  ए               औ           

                                                    ‖ 

 

 

 

 

 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e5
9 

23A. T.N. Police foil 
trafficking of victims into 

cyberscam compounds of 
Cambodia 

       ड             ब  ड      
   ब                           
                    

 The Cyber Crime Wing of the 
Tamil Nadu Police has busted a 
criminal network, preventing the 
trafficking of victims to international 
cyberscam compounds in Cambodia. 

                      ब               
ए                                 
  ,                                    
      ठ                           
      

 Following a rescue 
operation, officials arrested key 
suspects and registered a case. 

 ए                    ,           
                                औ  
                

 The police said, during a 
drive on ‗cyber slavery‘-related 

patrolling, social media monitoring 
was carried out under the 
supervision of Superintendent of 
Police, Cyber Crime Wing I. 
Shahnaz. 

                   ‗   ब        ‘    
                       ,             
                   ,            

     I.                            
 Based on the operation that 

was conducted by the State Cyber 
Command Centre, the police found 
that an agent from Madurai was 
trafficking victims to the cyberscam 

compounds under the guise of ‗data entry‘ job offers. 

                               ए  ए                                             ए  ए    ‗ड    
ए   ‘                                       ठ                         

 Victims were lured through fake recruitment processes, including typing tests, video 
interviews, and medical examinations, with promises of high salary, easy work, and free 
accommodation. 

                         ओ                        ,                   ,                औ  
                    , औ               ,          औ                              
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 Each victim paid ₹1.5 lakh to the agents and carried with them a sum of $500, which was to 

be collected by the receiver at Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 

                ए        ₹1.5                    औ           $500     ए,                  
                                       

 Acting swiftly on inputs, two special teams were formed in Chennai and Madurai. 

                                 ए,       औ                                  
 The team conducted an operation at Chennai International Airport and rescued four victims 

who were about to be trafficked to the international scam compounds. 

                                                  औ                                       

      ठ                              
 During the operation, it was identified that a handler was assigned to accompany the victims 

on their journey and to hand them over upon their arrival in Phnom Penh. 

                                ए                                             औ           

                          
 In this case, so far, four people, including three agents who recruited and transported victims 

to international scam compounds and one carrier, have been arrested. 

                                                  ,           ए                               
    औ                        ठ                     ए                   

 All four are residents of Melur, Madurai. 

                                      
 Further investigation is on to identify their involvement in trafficking other victims. 

                                                        ए                   

Police advisory 

            

 Additional Director General of Police, Cyber Crime Wing, has issued an advisory and urged 
the public to remain vigilant and be cautious of overseas job offers promising high salaries 
with minimal qualifications. 

                        ,                    ए                  औ                           
         औ                                                                        

 ―Do not trust offers claiming easy data entry jobs, online interviews, free food and 
accommodation, and unusually attractive benefits,‖ the advisory warned. 

 ―          ए         ,               ,           औ                                   

                               ,‖                        
 ―Be aware that victims are often forced into cyber scam activities after reaching foreign 

countries. Victims who refuse to work or fail to meet targets may face physical and mental 
harassment. Always verify recruitment agencies through the official eMigrate portal 
(www.emigrate.gov.in),‖ it stated. 

 ―                                                                                       ए      
                                                       ,              औ                   
                                 ए                        eMigrate                     ,‖ 
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23A. Govt. adds 14 seaports for e-visa entry, widens immigration access 

           -               ए 14       ब           ,                           

 The Union Home Ministry has designated 14 more seaports — half of them in Gujarat — as 
immigration check posts for foreign nationals who hold e-visas. 

                     14 औ        ब        —                           —     -                 
             ए                                        

 Electronic visa facilities have been operational since March 19 at Alang, Bedi Bandar, 
Bhavnagar, Porbandar, Hazira, Pipavav, and Mandvi seaports in Gujarat; Cuddalore, 
Nagapattinam, and Thoothukudi in Tamil Nadu; Kakinada and Krishnapatnam in Andhra 
Pradesh; and Paradip and Dhamra in Odisha, an official said. 

                       19                       , ब    ब   ,       ,    ब   ,      ,         औ  
   ड         ब          ;                ड    ,           औ           ;                   ड  
औ           ;     ओ               औ                  , ए                    

 There are altogether 114 immigration check posts (ICPs) across air, sea, land, rail and river 

routes, catering to international traffic. 

                       ,      ,     ,     औ              114                   (ICPs)   ,    
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 At present, there are 37 ICPs at seaports. 

                             37 ICPs     
 E-visa holders are allowed to enter India only through the 32 designated airports and 33 

seaports. 

  -                                32                 ड  औ  33       ब                       
           

 The e-visa — often confused with visa-on-arrival — is available to citizens of 207 countries, 
excluding China, Pakistan, Yemen and Iran. 

  -     —               -  -                            — 207                      ए 

        ,          ,         ,     औ                      
 The e-visa categories are tourist, business, medical, medical attendant, student, family, 

transit, miscellaneous and production investment, with validity ranging from a month to 

five years. 

  -                  ,       ,        ,              ,    ,       ,       ,       औ         

        ,             ए                                     
 In a related development, the Ministry revised modalities for granting tourist visas to 

Chinese nationals. 

 ए                  ,                                                                    
 The Indian Embassy in Beijing had announced on July 23, 2025, that tourist visas would be 

issued to Chinese nationals after a gap of five years. 

                             23       2025                                                  
                             ए   ए     

 After the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic and the Galwan Valley incident, in which 20 Indian 

soldiers were killed in clashes with the Chinese army, both countries had suspended flights 
and most visa services between them. 

 2020    COVID-19         औ                        ,                               20 

                   ए   ,                    औ                   ओ                         
 China restored visa applications for Indian students in 2022 and later for business and 

tourism. 

        2022                     ए            औ                             ए     ए       

     
 On March 30, the MHA amended the tourist visa guidelines for Chinese tourists by liberalising 

conditions for Buddhist pilgrims and family members of Chinese diplomats. 

 30                    (MHA)                     ए                                      औ  
ब                                                      ए                    

 The Centre, on October 2, 2025, also gave the green signal to resume direct flights 
between India and China after a gap of five years. 

        2        2025                                   औ         ब                              
              

 On Tuesday, Air China resumed its non-stop Delhi-Beijing flight, reconnecting the flight 

services between the two capitals after five years. 

            ए                    -          –ब                        ,                    
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23A. INS Nireekshak arrives in Colombo 
for bilateral exercise 

   ए ए                            ए 

    ब         

 INS Nireekshak, the Indian Navy‘s Diving 
Support and Submarine Rescue Vessel, arrived in 

Colombo on Tuesday to participate in the fourth 
edition of the India-Sri Lanka Diving Exercise 
(DIVEX 2026), scheduled from April 21. 

   ए ए        ,                  ड             औ  
 ब                ,                                  

    -       ड             (DIVEX 2026)         
                    ,    21                      

 According to the Indian Navy, the bilateral 
exercise will be conducted over a week and brings 
together diving teams from both navies to undertake 
specialised underwater operations. 

                        ,                  ए  

               औ             ओ                     
        ड                   ए ए        ए    

 The engagement aims at enhancing 
interoperability, operational cohesion, and the exchange of best practices between the two 

maritime forces. 

                                                   ब    ,               औ        

     ओ         -                  
 The vessel was accorded a ceremonial welcome by the Sri Lankan Navy. 

                             औ                       

 


